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Record of Dvoceetlings. 


RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


(jrand (Jommaniery of Massachusetts and Rhode [sland, 


FOR THE YEAR 1888. 


SEMI-ANNUAL CONCLAVE. 


May 25, 1888. 


apse Semi-ANNUAL Conciave of the Grand 
‘@.’ Commandery of Knights Templars and the 
Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, was held in Freemasons’ Hall, in the City 
of Providence, R. I., on Friday, May 25th, A. D. 
1888, A. O. 770. 


Grand Officers Present. 


. E. Grand Commander. 
. E. Deputy Grand Commander. 
. Grand Generalissimo. 

. Grand Captain-General. 
. Grand Prelate. 

. Grand Senior Warden. 

. G. Junior Warden. 

. Grand Treasurer. 

. Grand Recorder. 

. Grand Standard Bearer. 
. Grand Sword Bearer. 


Sir Grorcre H. ALLEN... ............ 
Sir Epwarp L. FREEMAN 
Sir James Sworps ..... 
Sir Joun P. SANBORN..... 
Sir Rev. Jonn W. Dapmun......... 
Sir Roperr H. CHAMBERLAIN 
Sir W. H. H. Soune...... 
Sir James H. Upnam. .. 
Sir Anrrep F. CHAPMAN. 
Sir WALTER CUTTING. ...- 
Sir Narwan 8. Krmpatn ... ..... 


SHEER Ree ee a 


12 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


Sir Cartes C. Fry ...... 
Sir Horace E. Boynton... 
Sir ArtHur W. Dennis... 
Sir Evcrne Srevens,...... 


E. Grand Warder. 
rand Lecturers. 


Grand Sentinel. 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, 
and the Grand Asylum was opened at 11 o'clock, 
A. M., for the dispatch of business. ! 


The Sir Knights united in their devotions with 
the E.-. Sir Rey. John W. Dadmun, Crand Prelate. 


Permanent Members being Past Grand Officers. 


R. E. Sir N. Van Styck, R. E. Sir C. C. Hurentsox 
Hi E Sir Cuas, A. Storr, R. E. Sir Gro. H. Burnuam, 


BE. Sir Witniam B. BLanpine, 


. E. Sir H. W. Ruae, 
: E. Sir Gkorer E. Sracy. 


Past Eminent Commanders not elsewhere represented, 


. Sir Georer H. K 
- Sir Amos A. Pr 
. Sir Srnas B. DickeRMAN, 

. Sir James L. Srerman, 

Sir E. C. Garpiner, 

Sir Jonn B. Hrn1, 

Sir Henry A. Brown, 

Sir J. ALBer’ Buakr, 

Sir A. F. Wercn, 

Sir Naruante, Jewerr, 
Sir N. J. Sratonps, 

Sir Cuas. E. Prercr, 

Sir D. W. Jones, 

Sir A. N. Lewss, 

Sir ALBerr C. Surry, 

Sir E. C. Marrrn, 

Sir Wintiam Humpeurey, 
Sir Wittiam Fearina, 2p, 
Sir V. O. Taynor, 

. Sir James H. Warre, 

E. Sir H. 8. Bunron, 


. Sir OLIVER JoHNSON, 

Sir Georce H. Ruopes, 
. Sir AurRED G. Prerce, 
. Sir Joun Hearucore, 

. Sir Joun L. Srevenson, 
. Sir Epwin Wriear, 

Sir F. T. Comer, 

Sir W. P. Saunpers, 

. Sir Jonn N. Pree, 

Sir H. P. Hemenway, 
Sir Gro. A. SWEET, 

Sir Wm. R. WaLKer, 
Sir J. M. Brsnopr, 

Sir A. G. Potnarn, 

Sir Danrex EB. Case, 
Sir Witiiam H. CaessMan, 
Sir Henry C. Frexp, 

. Sir Cuinton D. Seview, 
. Sir CHARLES R, DENNIS, 
Sir A. O. Mixes, 


BSP SS SESE SP ee Se 
SHR PSS 
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Represented by Proxy. 
The Captain-General of Jerusalem Commandery by Sir W. C. Cory. 
The Em. Commander of Joseph Warren Commandery by Sir Danten 


W. JONEs. 
The Generalissimo of St. Omer Commandery by Sir C. J. MinLer. 


Roll of Commanderies reported, 


Sutton, Narragansett, 


St. John, 
William Parkman, 


Boston, Winslow Lewis, 

Washington, Jerusalem, South Shore, 
Worcester County, Hugh De Payens, Bristol, 
Springfield, St. Omer, Coeur de Lion, 
De Molay, Woonsocket, Olivet, 

Holy Sepulchre, Connecticut Valley, Athol, 


Cyprus, 
Beauseant. 


Godfrey de Bouillon, 
Joseph Warren, 


Milford, 
Calvary, 
Old Colony, 


The Records of 1887 having been printed and dis- 
tributed, the reading thereof was dispensed with. 


COMMITTEE OF THE DAY. 


The R. E. Grand Commander stated that he had 
appointed R. E. Sir Gro. H. Burnwam and E. Sir C. 
D. SrrteEw a Committee of the Day with power to 
provide a collation. 


SEMI-ANNUAL ADDRESS. 


Sir Knights : 

We meet to-day in Eighty-Second Semi-Annual Conclave. 
The Good Father has blessed and prospered us since last we 
gathered, and has not withheld his bounty from us. There- 
fore, to Him, first of all, would we render praise. 

The principal event of the day will be the exemplification 
of the Order of the Red Cross by the Sir Knights of Holy 
Sepulchre Commandery of Pawtucket, who have kindly com- 
plied with my request, and are present for that purpose. 
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NECROLOGY. 


Since last we met, death, who “loves a shining mark,” has 
stalked abroad and among us, and his rod has fallen upee 
one of our brightest and most distinguished fraters. 
ae E. William Sewall Gardner died at his home in Newton 

ednesday, April 4th, 1888. j 
: The funeral services were held at Grace Church. on Satur- 
ay April 7th, and were quiet and unostentatious. This 
rand Body was represented by its Grand Commander, Past 

. E. Stott, of Lowell, the Grand Treasurer and Grand Re- 
corder. 

; On the 9th of April I issued the following order, announe- 

ing his death and directing that emblems of mourning he 

displayed for ninety days : 7 

GRanp Commanpery or Knicuts TEMPLARS AND APPENDANT ORDERS 
or MASsAcHuUsETTS AND RHopE IsLaNnp. 


a peer Officers, Members, the several Subordinate fommanderies, and 
oall Knights Templars within the Jurisdiction of our Grand Comma ndery < 


Th i i 
a le grave has again opened to receive the remains of one who was 
rst among his equals” : 


WILLIAM SEWALL GARDNER. 


ease distinguished man and Freemason was Past Master of Ancient 

i and Kilwinning Lodges, in Lowell, Mass. 

at pee of Masons in Massachusetts for 1868-9-70. 

™. #. Grand Master of the Grand Encampment r 

"a a of Knights T 

as and Rhode Island, in rere GL, snights: Temviia 

M. E. Grand Master of the Grand Encam Cni 

se a 3 pment of Knights 5 

of the United States of America, in 1868-71. oe 

He was born in Hallowell, Maine, Oct. 1st, 1827; became conspicuous 
raee the legal fraternity in Massachusetts ; adorned the Bench, first as 
Fy ge of the Superior Court, and later of the Supreme Judicial Court of 
eee of Massachusetts, from the duties of which he volun- 
arily enined by reason of failing health, which ended in his death at his 
home in Newton, Mass., April 4th, 1888. 

With him, knowledge was the lever by which he gained success in the 
pear ene illumined, and his life was a happy illustration of the 
aphorism that ‘knowledge is the wing wherewith we fly to heaven.” 
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It is hereby ordered, That the Swords and Jewels of Grand and Sub- 
ordinate Officers, and the Altars of the several Asylums within our Juris- 
diction be draped with the emblems of mourning for a period of ninety 
days following the reading of this Order. 

And Further, This Order shall be read at the head of each Subordinate 
Commandery, at the first regular Conclave after its receipt; and entry 
thereof shall be made in the records. c 

Done at Lynn, Mass., this ninth day of April, A. D. 1888, and of the 
Order, 770. 

GEO. H. ALLEN, 
Grand Commander. 
Attest: 
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 


Anticipating your action I have appointed Past R. E. C. 
C. Hutchinson, R. E. N. Van Slyck and E. W. F. Salmon to 
prepare and present a suitable memorial. 


INSPECTIONS. 


On the 14th of November I issued the following Order as- 
signing the Commanderies of this Jurisdiction for official 
visitation and inspection. 


GRAND CoMMANDERY OF KnieHts TEMPLARS AND APPENDANT ORDERS 
oF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHopE IsLAND. 


OFFICE OF THE R. E. GRAND COMMANDER, 
Lynn, Mass , Nov. 14, 1887. 

GENERAL Orpers, No. 1. 

The several Commanderies within the Jurisdiction are assigned for Offi- 
cial Visitation and Inspection as follows : 

To the Grand Commander—Milford, Coeur de Lion, Narragansett, William 
Parkman, Newburyport. 

To V. B. Sir Edward L. Freeman, Deputy Grand Commander—Spring- 
field, Haverhill, Palestine, Natick, Gethsemane. 

To E. Sir James Swords, Grand Generalissino—St. John’s, Bay State, De 
Molay, Sutton, Berkshire. 

To EB. Sir John P. Sanborn, Grand Captain-General—Boston, Connecti- 
eut Valley, St. Paul, Beausant, Cyprus. 
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To B. Sir Robert L° Chamberlain, Grand Senior Warden—South Shore, — 
Woonsocket, Winslow Lewis, Jerusalem, Godfrey de Bouillon. 

To B. Sir W. H. H. Soule, Grand Junior Warden—Bristol, Washington, 
Northampton, Joseph Warren. 


To £. Sir Horace BE. Boynton, Grand Lecturer—Trinity, Athol, Old Col- 
ony, Calvary. . ‘ 


To EB. Sir Arthur W. Dennis, Grand Lecturer—St. Omer, Pilgrim, Hugh 
de Payens, Olivet. ~ 4 


To E. Sir Erastus H. Doolittle, Grand Lecturer—St. Bernard, Holy Sep- 
ulchre, Worcester County, Bethany. ’ 


The Inspecting Officers will report to the Grand Commander on or be ; 
fore October 1st, 1888, the condition of the Commanderies assigned to 
them. 


This Order will be read at the head of each Commandery at the first 
stated Conclave after its receipt. 
GEO. H. ALLEN, 


Attest : Grand Commander. 


ALFRED F. CHapman, 
Grand Recorder. 


INSTALLATION OF GRAND OFFICER. 


E. Sir Nathan S. Kimball, Past Commander of Haverhill — 
Commandery, appointed Grand Sword Bearer, not being 
present at the time of the installation of the Grand Officers 
at the Annual Conclave in 1887, was duly installed by Past — 
Commander D. B. Vickery, of Haverhill Commandery, at a 
public installation of the Officers of Haverhill Commandery, 
Nov. 8th, 1887, under my commission issued Noy. 3, 1887. — 
Due return has been made to me of the same. ‘ 


BY-LAWS. 


I have approved an amendment to the By-Laws of Sutton — 
Commandery, which will be presented to you for ratification. — 


TACTICS AND DRILL. 


The first edition of “Tactics and Drill” was printed and — 
placed in the hands of the Grand Recorder for sale at the 
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nominal price of fifty cents. Very little interest has been 
manifested by the Sir Knights in this work, only twenty-one 
copies having been called for in the past six months. . 

The matter is still in the hands of the committee, who will 
probably report progress to-day. 


GRAND REPRES ATIVE. 


T have received from R. E. Sir Hazlehurst, Grand Com- 
mander of the State of New York, under date of May 14th, 
the painful intelligence that Sir R. H. Waterman, our repre- 
sentative near that Grand Body, is mentally and physically 
incapacitated for duty, and that he is now in the hospital at 
Albany, with no prospect of recovery. 

At his suggestion I appointed E. Sir John H. Quinby, of 
Albany, to represent this Grand Body near the Grand Com- 
mandery of New York. 


DISPENSATIONS. 


T have granted permission to Winslow Lewis and St. Omer 
Commanderies to publicly install their officers. 

I have granted permission in several instances to ballot 
upon petitions for the orders in less than the prescribed time, 
in each case requiring that every member should be notified 
by mail of the proposed action of the Commandery. 

I have granted permission to Palestine and Woonsocket 
Commanderies to elect E. Commanders, the Sir Knights 
chosen at the Annual Conclave having declined to serve, and 
to fill by election any vacancies which might occur thereby. 

I have granted’ permission to Cyprus Commandery to at- 
tend divine service on Easter Sunday, April Ist; to De Mo- 
lay Commandery to attend divine service at Trinity Church 
on the evening of Ascension Day, May 10th; and also to 
William Parkman Commandery to attend divine service at 
the Unitarian Church, Rey. Geo. M. Bodge, pastor, on As- 
cension Sunday, May 13th, in full regalia, but without ban- 
ners or music. 

I have granted permission to Narragansett Commandery 

3 
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who was unable to appear within the constitutional time on 
account of illness. 

T have granted permission to Winslow Lewis Commande 
to hold a special Conclave, Thursday evening, June 7th, 1 
for the purpose of taking “ Action on By-Laws.” 


T haye granted permission to the folowing Commanderies | 
to eee in public in full regalia, with music and banners) — 
Washington Commandery to parade in the city of New 
‘| 


port, May 16th, and to escort E. Grand Captain-General San- 
born to Boston on the occasion of his inspection of Boston 
Commandery. 
Natick Commandery to act as escort to Meridian Lodge 
ee occasion of their celebration of St. John’s day, June 
4 Ceeur de Lion Commandery to parade and receive Portland 
Commandery, No. 2, of Portland, Maine, Dunlap Command 
ery, No. 5, of Bath, Maine, and St. Gerard Commandery, 0 
Littleton, New Hampshire, June 18th. 

Bay State and Godfrey de Bouillon Commanderies to p 
rade. May 23d, in Brockton and Fall River, for the purpose 
of exchanging Knightly courtesies. 

On the 23d of May I received trom a Commandery a re- 
ae for a dispensation to receive petitions, as under date 
of April Conclave, and ballot upon them at the regular Con= 
clave, May 28th, ig : 
dee as practically a request to receive and ballot at the 

© Conclave I was obliged to deny it. " 


Ser ri eR 


JURISDICTION. 


I have been asked by both Jerusalem and Athol Com- 
manderies to determine the question of jurisdiction over the 
town of Winchendon, both claiming the territory and both 
wishing an immediate decision. , 

Aaa looking into the matter carefully on April 10th, T 
gave them concurrent jurisdiction until this Semi-Annual 
Conclave, stating that a final settlement of the case would — 
probably be made at this time. May 1st, I received a letter 
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from the E. Commander of Athol Commandery, claiming 
that Jerusalem Commandery had taken undue advantage of 
my decision, protesting against their seeming endeavor to 
bring in all available candidates before the Semi-Annual, 
and asking me to protect them from such injustice. 

Believing that no harm would come to any one from post- 
ponement, I at once requested both Commanderies to hold 
in abeyance all petitions from the disputed territory until 
after the Semi-Annual. In view of these circumstances, I 
suggest that the matter be referred to a special committee 
to report at this Conclave, and that action be taken at once 
to avoid unnecessary delay in conferring the orders upon 
the applicants now in waiting. 


DECISIONS. 


Only one of the decisions which I have been called upon 
to make is of sufficient importance to claim your attention. 

February 14th, the Eminent Commander of Cyprus Com- 
mandery writes as follows : e 


“In the endeavor to correctly confer the Orders of Christian Knighthood 
upon such petitioners as may apply for them to Cyprus Commandery, 1G 
as Eminent Commander thereof have the honor to request that you will 
officially inform me what is the eorrect ritual of the Order of Malta to be 
used in this jurisdiction; and where I may inspect a copy of the said 
ritual, or who has the authority and knowledge to instruct me therein. 

“By reference to the printed proceedings of this Grand Commandery 
for 18483, page 18, I find that R. E. Sir Knight Saunders reported to the 
Grand Commandery in Semi-Annual Conclave at Providence, R. I, May 
28th, 1884, that a new Ritual of the Order of Malta had been adopted by 
the Grand Encampment in two formulas, and that they were adopted as 
the only authorized Ceremonials of this Order to be used within the juris- 
diction of the Grand Encampment, it being left to the several Grand Com- 
manderies to determine which of the Ceremonials should be used by them 

“« Following an exemplification of both formulas at the same Conclave 
by St. John’s Commandery, the subject was referred to a committee who 
reported to the Grand Commandery at its Semi-Annual Conclave, May 
27th, 1885, recommending *‘ the adoption with slight modifications of the 
“Short Ceremony’ as the only authorized work of the Order of Malta in 
this jurisdiction,” which report was accepted and the recommendation 
adopted. It was also ordered, ‘that the Ritual be placed in the custody 
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of the Grand Recorder, who is hereby forbiden to allow said Ritual to be 
examined except by Grand Lecturers, Commanders of Subordinate Com- 
manderies ; that the Grand Lecturers, under the direction of the Grand 
Commander, be instructed to promulgate this Ritual to the several subor- 
dinate Commanderies, that. the same may go into use with the month of 
November next (1885) ” See pages 18 and 19, Proceedings for 1885. 

“The Digest of Resolves, Decisions, Dispensations, etc., publis ied with 
the Proceedings of 1887, under the sub-head of Ritual. See pages 13 and 
14, furnishes the same information. 

“Now, as Eminent Conimander of Cyprus Commandery, I respectfully 
submit that I have endeavored to satisfy myself, but without success, as to 
What is the authorized Ritual ; i. e., the Ritual promulgated by the Grand 
Encampment of the United States as submitted to the Grand Commandery 
by R. E. Sir Knight Sanders, or that ‘‘ with slight modifications of Short 
Ceremony,” concerning the latter of which, by the way, I am unable to 
discover that the Grand Lecturers under the direction of the Grand Com- 
mander have ever been instructed to promulgate. : 

“Hence, to save myself and my officers from memorizing & Ritual 
which may not be the correct one, I take the liberty of applying to you 
for a decision in reply to the question set forth in the opening paragraph 
of this letter, \ 

I have the honor to be, 
Courteously yours, 
M. P. MORRILL. 


«That it is not the 


Th reply to this communication I said, it i 
opinion upon 


Province of the Grand Commander to pass an 
the action of the Grand Commandery. It is for him to de- 
cide questions which have not had the action or yote of the 
rand Body, and his opinion holds good only until the 
Grand Body can and does pass upon it. When such action 
has been taken it is final, and the Grand Commander has 
not the right to act upon it again.” “It is the view of Past 
Ommanders and myself that the subject matter Of syour leu 
ter is for the Grand Commandery to declare. ” 
referred him to the Decisions of the Grand Commandery, 
which he quoted in his letter, stating that a complete copy 
; could be found in the hands of the Grand Recorder, placed 
there for the inspection of Eminent Commanders. 


DIGEST. 


The Grand Recorder has placed in my hands a copy of the 
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Report of the Committee on Resolves, Decisions, Dispensa- 
tions, ete., which, together with the Constitution of the Grand 
Commandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant Or- 
ders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and the Constitu- 
tion, Code of Statutes, and Digest of Templar Law of the 
Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United 
States of America, has been printed and bound in conven- 
ient form. It fills a long felt want and will undoubtedly be 
very much appreciated. 


TRIENNIAL. 


I hear it intimated that several Commanderies from this 
jurisdiction propose to attend the approaching Triennial at 
Washington in 1889, and I would suggest that these Com- 
manderies unite and be known as the Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island Battalion. 

Would it not be well, since there are to be so many fraters 
from Massachusetts and Rhode Island, for this Grand Body 
to secure ample and convenient headquarters. It seems im- 
perative that this’ should be attended to at once, as the choice 
will soon be very limited. I would therefore recommend that 
a committee be appointed to take charge of the matter and 
report at the Annual in October next. 

Sir Knights, the work of the Conclave is now before us. 


On motion of E. Sir Edward L. Freeman the 
Address was referred to committees and these are as 
follows: 


1. So much as relates to jurisdiction to R. E. Sir Chas. C. Hutchinson, 
E. Sir E. C. Martin and E. Sir Horatio Rogers. 


2. So much as relates to the Triennial Conclave of 1889, to E. Sirs John 
L. Stevenson, Samuel G. Stiness and W. H. H. Soule. : 


3. The remainder to R. E, Sir H. W. Rugg, E. Sirs Edwin Wright and 
H. P. Hemenway. 


22 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


REPORT ON PRINTING. 


May 25th, 1888. 


Under the authority of the vote of this Grand Commandery passed in 


October, 1887, your Committee on Printing caused 2 design to be made, in 
which they were freely aided by the firm of E. L, Freeman & Son, from 
whom a supply of document headings have been procured for oflicial use, 
and the form is herewith submitted. 

Tn consequence of the frequent and fruitless calls upon the Grand Re 
corder for the Laws and Decisions in force in Templar Masonry, we have 
Caused to be printed in book form the Constitutions of this Grand Com: 
mandery, the Report on Resolves, Decisions, Dispensations, ctc., reported in 
October last, the Constitution of the Grand Encampment of Knights Tem- 
plar of the United States, its Code of Statutes and Supplement thereto, as 
brought down to 1886, thus making a complete book of Templar law now 
recognized by this Grand Body. 

We had 300 copies in all printed, 100 of which are bound in cloth, and 
41 of these are lettered as follows : 

“The property of St. John’s Commandery,” and so on with one copy to 
each of the 41 Commanderies in the,jurisdiction, marked and lettered ac- 
cordingly, 

These have been forwarded by the Grand Recorder, 2nd we recommend 
that they shall be and remain the property of the Commanderies named. 
and lettered on the front outside cover of the respective volumes. 
nd Recorder shall have the care of 
1d to sell at onp dole 


We further recommend that the Grar ; 
the surplus copies of the book, which he is authori 
Hse copy for those in cloth, and 75 cents for those in paper covers, 

This work is submitted, together with the bill of E. L. Freeman & Son, 
for the design, lithograph, and for the entire printing herein reported on, 
and they recommend that it be paid. 

ALYVORD O. MILES, Committee 


, HW. RICHARDS. : “on 
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, J Printing. 


MEMORIAL REPORT. 


Under date of April 19, 1888, the R.. En. Grand 
Commander appointed R. E. Sir C. C. Hutchinson, 


R. E. Sir N. Van Slyck and E. Sir Win. FF. Salmon — 


to present a Memorial Report on the late 


ee 


ret 


cz 
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M.. E.. SIR WILLIAM SEWALL GARDNER. 


When a worthy man dies he should not too soon be forgotten ; his mem- 
ory is an heritage ; his life an example to his generation, 

On the seventh day of April last, the tomb shut forever from our view 
one whom we had known only to respect, and have lost only to lament. 

Most Eminent Sir William Sewall Gardner, was born at Hallowell, 
Maine, October Ist, 1827. 

He was the only son of Robert and Susan (Sewall) Gardner. 

His ancestors were distinguished on the bench in Maine and Massachu- 
setts for many y id he grew to illustrate to a large degree many of 
the strong traits of character noted in his mother 

Although the chain that bound him to us has been broken, still its dis- 
severed links lie in sparkling ruins about us. 


“Death had made no breach 
In love and sympathy, in hope and trast 3 
rd sign or sound our ears can reach. 
1 inward spiritual speech 
That greets us stiil, though mortal tongue be dead, 
And bids us do the work that he laid down.” 


The life and history of our dear frater is one of great interest to us. It 
illustrates in a marked degree the surest method of attaining true greatness. 
It shows that fame is won by noble deeds, and that honor and distinction 
are to be achieved by active and per 

He received his preparatory education in the public schools of Hallowell, 
and entering Bowdoin College was graduated in 1850. He left Bowdoin 
with its honors thick around his brow, flushed with expectations, beaming 
with young life and hope, buoyant and busy with the future which lay all 
before him then, and ready to enroll his name among the countless throng 
of competitors for the prize to be won or lost in the race of life 

About this time his father removed to Lowell, Mass., and our frater en- 
tered, as a student, the law office of Hon. Nathan Crosby. He was ad- 
mitted to practice in 1858, and acquired no little degree of success as a 
young and rising lawyer. In 18 he formed a co-partnership with 
Theodore H. Sweetser, of Lowell, a lawyer of high repute throughout the 
State. This firm had a large and constantly increasing clientage, which 
demanded the removal of the principal office to Boston in 1861 ; and later 
our frater took up his residence in the suburban city of Newton. 

His large experience and unswerving integrity gave him a high rank in 
his profession, 

In December, 1875, he was appointed an associate justice of the Superior 
Court. He brought to this high position of honor and trust, a simplicity 
of purpose that was transparent, a fidelity that was unswerving, and an 
enlarged understanding that enabled him to comprehend the requirements 
of his station and a practical ability competent to wisely meet them. 


istent effort. 
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He was subsequently elevated to the bench of the Supreme Judicial 
Court, his commission being dated on the anniversary of his birth-day, 
October ist, 1885. : } 

It was now that his powers had their fullest scope. Endowed by nature 
with a strong intellect, carefully educated in 1 youth, trained by long use 
in positions of high responsibility, with a penetration rarcly at fault and a 
sense of justice that seemed an intuition, he was quick to grasp the merits 
of every question presented, Although a man of impulses, he was never 
swayed by prejudice, and never pronounced a judgment until careful scru- 
bnyg had made him familiar with the merits of the case. 

Fidelity to public trusts was one of the cardinal principles of his life, 
and in the application of that principle to his official duties, he so impaired 
his health that he was compelled to resign his office in 1887, and seek relief 
tm a sea voyage and a prolonged stay in England. The relief which he 
sought and hoped for did not come to him; and he returned to his home 
in Newton, broken in mind and body. As the months went on, his intel- 
lect became more and more clouded, his manly form grew weaker and 
Weaker, until on the fourth day of April, 1888, his spirit returned 


“To the fair land that spreads beneath the slope 
Of the eternal hills, 
Where nothing dies, 
Where nothing fades. 

But all is without ending or decay, 
The sky, the sun, the light, 
‘The peace, the truth, the love, 

‘And, above all, the joy.” - 


Our frater was a devout man, and therefore claimed that the rites and 

ceremonies of religion were for the glory of God. 
i While a resident of Lowell, he attended St. Anne’s Church. He de- 
lighted to study the history of the church and the philosophy of her rites 
and ceremonies, and admired her reverent and seemly worship. On his 
removal to Newton, he connected himself with Grace Church and took a 
Prominent part in church work. He was a vestryman from 1871 to 1884 
and Junior warden from 1884. He was a member of the standing com. 
mittee of the diocese from 1879. He performed the duties of these offices 
With marked faithfulness and exactness. 

On Easter morning, when the soul of our frater was on the confines of 
Ge invisible world, a beautiful eagle lectern was unveiled and dedicated in 
Grace Church, immediately after the early communion service. Upon the 
base of the lectern is engraved the inscription: ‘‘To the Glory of God 
and in remembrance of great mercies, this lectern is placed in Grace 
Church, Easter, 1888, by William Sewall Gardner, and his wife, Sarah 
Davis Gardner.” : 

A pathetic interest is associated with this gift, from the fact that the 


preliminary arrangements for securing it, were the last things our frater 
was able to attend to. 


a ee 


. was Sen. Deacon of the Lodge in 185: 
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Could he have been present to participate in this devotional act, how 
cheerily would he have joined in the swelling anthem: | 


“Lift your glad voices in triumph on high, 
For Jesus hath risen, and man cannot die.” 


On the following Saturday his mortal remains reposed within the shadow 
of that lectern, in the presence of his family, his Masonic and other friends, 
and by the officers of the church were consigned to their resting place. 


“ Alas for him who never sees 
‘The stars shine through his cypress trees, 
Who, hopeless, lays his dead away, 
Nor looks to see the breaking day 
Across the mournful marbles play 3 
Who hath not learned in hours of faith, 
‘The truth to flesh and sense unknown, 
That Life is ever lord of death, 
And Love can never lose its own.” 


Our frater was married at Brattleboro, Vt , in September, 1868, to Mary 
Thornton Davis, widow of Charles A. Davis, M. D., who was for several 
years resident physician and surgeon at the United States Marine Hospital, 
Chelsea, Mass. She had at the time one son, Charles Thornton Davis, who 
is now an attorney-at-law in Boston. Mrs. Gardner died in 1875. A daugh- 
ter, Mary Sewall Gardner, is now living at Newton. In 1877 he married 
Sarah M., daughter of Hon. Isaac Davis, of Worcester, who survives him. 

He devoted himself to his professional and literary pursuits, and there- 
fore had no time to give to political affairs. 

He wasan Alderman of Lowell in 1860-1, and City Solicitor of Newton 
in 1874-5. 

His career as a Mason is a part of the Masonic history of the country. 

He was initiated in Ancient York Lodge, Lowell, April 11, 1852. He 
; Sen. Warden in 1855; Wor. Master 


in 1856-7. 

His ability attracted the notice of the M. W. Grand Master, John TD. 
Heard, who called him to office in the Grand Lodge, requested him to re- 
sign his office of Master, and issued an order for a special election to fill 
the vacancy thus made in Ancient York Lodge. 

He assisted in the formation of Kilwinning Lodge, Lowell, in 1866, and 
was its first Master, holding his office two years. 

In the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts he was Gr. Marshal in 
1857, 8, 9; District Deputy of the third Masonic District in 1860, 1, 2, 3; 
Sen. Gr. Warden in 1864; and M. W. Grand Master in 1869, 70, 71. 

He was exalted in Mt. Horeb R. A. Chapter, Lowell, Nov. 21, 1853. 

He received the cryptic degrees in Ahasuerus Council R. and S. Masters, 
Lowell, Feb. 28, 1857. 

He was created a Knight Templar in Boston Commandery, May 12, 1854. 

4 


26 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


He was active in the formation of Pilgrim Commandery, Lowell, in 
1855, and was a charter member of the same. 

He was Jun. Warden in 1856-7 ; Captain-General in 1858 ; Generalissimo 
in 1859-60; and Em. Commander in 1861-2. In this Commandery he laid 
the foundation of his brilliant career as a Knight Templar. 

In the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island he was 
Gr Captain-General in 1860-1; Gr. Generalissimo in 1862 ; and R. E. Gr. 
Commander in 1863-4. 

He was elected M. E. Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States, in 1868, for the term of three years. 

He was zealous in establishing the bodies of the Scottish Rite in Lowell, 
and was a charter member of each of them. 

The Lodge of Perfeetion and Council of Princes were chartered July, 
1857 ; the Chapter of Rose Croix April, 1859; and Massachusctts Con- 
sistory August, 1860. He was a working officer in all of the above organ- 
izations He was Deputy of the Supreme Council for the State of Massa- 
chusetts, from 1861 to 1466 inclusive. He was one of the petitioners for, 
and was first named in the charter granted by the State of Massachusetts, 
in 1872, to the ‘‘Trustees of the Supreme Council of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.” He was the first president of 
the corporation, and a trustee at the time of his decease. 

This is a most remarkable record. It is indicative of his unwes 
zeal in the interest of Masonry, as also of the high esteem with which he 
Was regarded by his brethren. It is unnecessary to enlarge upon the many 
and great services he gave in the cause of Freemasonry. The printed pro- 
ceedings of the Grand Lodge, the Grand Commandery and the Grand En- 
campment furnish abundant evidence of his efficient work, and illustrate 
in a marked degree, the noble qualities of his head and heart. Whatever 
Position of trust he filled, to whatever post of honor he was called, or 
office of difficulty or responsibility he assumed, courage, ability and fidelity 
Stamped all he did. He regarded Masonic office as an important trust in 
the execution of which the utmost fidelity was to be observed, and did not 
Consider himself discharged from responsibility until that measure of faith- 
fulness bad been fully exercised. 

As a gentleman of fine culture and presence, as 2 private citizen of broad 
and liberal views, as a jurist of eminent ability, his was a model character 
and worthy of emulation. He possessed sterling qualities which won ad- 
miration and respect. All will bear loving testimony to the gentle ameni- 
ties which characterized him, as developed in his intercourse with his 
brethren, Strong as were his convictions and firm as he was of purpose, 
he never gave offence to those with whom he differed. Genial and kindly 
a disposition, pure in character, none ever presumed to question his integ- 
rity. He hated devious and crooked ways, and loved direct and ingenuous 
dealing in all affairs of life. Possessing real virtues, he had no occasion 
to affect or parade pretended ones. He was the charm of the social circle 
and was welcomed at every feast. 


pying 


i) 
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But our brother has gone from us. He has given his honors to the world 
again and sleeps in peace. He has left us to chase for a little while longer 
the shadows which he has exchanged for sublime realities; and we as 
Masons, for all the interchange of kindness, for all the cordial intercourse 
of private life, for all the acts of co-operation iu behalf of our ancient 
institution, offer to his memory the loving tribute of respect and esteem. 
Bronze and marble statues may be reared to the memory of noble lives 
like his, but no monument can be erected by the hand of art so grateful 
to the memory of his real worth, as that which his deeds and kindly words 
have enshrined in the affections and engraved upon the hearts of his 
fraters. 

“ Such lives breathe fragrance like the rose, 
And when their petals fall to earth, 


Spread forth the germs of the new birth, 
World-wide, on every breeze that blows.” 


If death were the end of all, indeed our grief would be inconsolable ; 
put the creed of the heathen has yielded to one higher and holier. We 
rejoice in the belief, and have a thorough conception of its truth, that the 
stone shall at length be rolled from the door of the sepulchre and its por- 
tals be no more sealed ; that the lost shall be regained and the separated 
forever reunited, 

CHAS. C. HUTCHINSON, 


W. F. SALMON, lh asleccece 
N. VAN SLYCK, J 


The memorial was adopted with demonstrations 
of knightly sorrow. 


BY-LAWS. 


May 25th, 1888. 


The Committee on By-Laws of De Molay Commandery, would recom- 
mend that the amendments as offered and that the whole code as submitted 
be approved. 


We also recommend approval of the amendment to the By-Laws of 
Narragansett Commandery. 


WM. T. ROWE, 
N. J. SIMONDS, 


Majority of Committee. 


The report and recommendations were adopted. 
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REPORT ON RITUAL. 


Ty Granp Commanpery orf Massacnuserrs AND Riopr Isnanv. 
PROVIDENCE, May 25, 1888. 


The Committee to which was referred so much of the Grand Com- 
mander’s Address, delivered at the last Annual Conclave of this Body, as 
relates to Ritual and matters connected therewith, respectfully report: 
That they have held several meetings and given careful consideration to 
the important subjects committed to them for examination, but have been 
unable to complete their work in time for presentation at this session, they 
ask to be continued, and to be permitted to report in print, s etting forth in 
the clearest manner possible all changes and amendments proposed by the 
Committee, and giving also so much of the text of the rituals recently 
adopted by the Grand Encampment, as may be needed to show the points 
of correspondence and of difference. 


Courteously submitted, 


HENRY W.RUGG, — 
EDWI ?, ; 
JOHN 1, STEVENSON, | Committee) 
HORATIO ROGERS, 


This report elicited some debate, during which 
Strong opposition to printing as suggested by the 
Committee, was made, but after a free expression of 
pinion it was agreed that so much might be printed 
as seemed to be necessary for comparison and a pro- 
per understanding of the subject, whereupon it was 
Moved by E. Sir John P. Sanborn and 
Voted, That the Committee be authorized to print enough copies to sup- 


Ply one for every member of the Grand Commandery who asks for it, 
i 4 : 
inder such restrictions as the Committee may impose. 


REPORT ON BANNER. 


The R. BE. Grand Commander invited the V. E. 
Deputy Grand Commander to occupy the chair, that 
he might report for the Committee to procure a ban- 
ner for the Grand Commandery. 
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The Committee appointed to procure a suitable banner for this Grand 
Body have attended to the duty assigned them, and herewith present the 
result of their efforts, 

The banner has been carefully executed by Sir Knight T. C. Savory, 
and fully maintains his high reputation as a banner painter. 

The Committee would gratefully acknowledge the courteous and valua- 
ble assistance rendered them by Em. Sir Knight Pierce. 


R. E. Sir George H. Allen, in continuance spoke 
for himself as follows : 


And now Very Eminent and Sir Knights, I would ask your indulgence 
in that I may personally assume Sir Knight Savory’s bill, and if you will 
permit me to have the pleasure, and I do assure you that it gives me great 
pleasure to present to this Grand Body this banner. Not for its intrinsic 
value but as a slight token of my love for this honored institution and the 
esteem and high appreciation of the good fellows, the Sir Knights, who 
compose this Grand Body. 

And Sir Knights as you look upon its emblazoned folds may you be 
reminded of those valiant knights of old whose matchless valor has shed 
undying lustre on the name of Knights Templar, and may it stimulate us 
all to deeds of more exalted usefulness that our beloved Order may have 
honor and glory. 


V.E. Sir E. L. Freeman received the banner in 
behalf of the Grand Commandery and proceeded to 
make an eloquent and expressive speech in accept- 
ance of the munificent gift, for which he gratefully 
thanked the generous donor. 


Following tbis it was on motion of E. Sir John 
P. Sanborn : 


Voted, That the banner be gratefully accepted, and that the thanks of 
the Grand Commandery be given to R. E. Sir George H. Allen for his 
princely gift ; and further, that he be requested to consecrate the banner 


this day. 
INCOME OF GRAND FUND. 


Moved and 
Voted, That the Trustees of the Grand Fund be and are hereby directed 
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to pay over the income of said Grand Fund for the current year to our 
Grand Treasurer, that he may be able promptly to meet the payment of 
the expenses of this Grand Commandery. ; 


KNIGHTLY CHARITY. 
Moved by R. E. Sir Chas. A. Stott : 


Voted, To donate to Mrs. M. M. Noyes, widow of the late Rev. Sir Geo. 
S. Noyes, Grand Prelate, the sum of one hundred dollars, and the Grand 
Treasurer is hereby directed to pay the same to her. 


RECESS FOR REFRESHMENT. 


At one o’clock, P. M., the Grand Commander de- 
clared a recess, and the Sir Knights were escorted to 
the Banquet Hall where well spread tables were laid 
and ample arrangements made by the com mittee for 
all to be seated. 


At two o'clock, P. M., the Sir Knights were called 
to the transaction of further business. 


REPORT ON RECIPROCAL RELATIONS. 


To Grana Commandery : 


i Your Committee appointed at the Annual Conclave, October, 1887, to 
ake into consideration the relations of this Grand Commandery to the 
Grand Encampment of the United States and their reciprocal rights and 
duties, beg leave to report that the subject is one of interest as well as im- 
Portance, and has commanded the deepest interest of the Committee, whose 
Work of hecessity commenced with a search into the whole history of the 
two bodies, both continuous in their existence from the beginning ; the 
former Covering a period from 1805, and the latter from 1816 down to the 
Present day, 
ae records have been carefully examined, and while many of the facts 
Presented haye at one or another time been discussed in Grand Com- 
mandery when allusion has been made to the subject, a brief presentation 
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of the whole matter may enable members of Grand Commandery to place 
the facts side by side where they can be compared and considered. 

May 18, 1806, the Grand Encampment of Rhode Island and jurisdiction 
thereunto belonging was organized and a constitution adopted ; March 3, 
1806, its title was changed to the United States Grand Encampment ; May 
29, 1806, a committee previously appointed reported a draft for a revision 
of the constitution, which was adopted. It claimed for the Body Templar 
jurisdiction over any state or territory where no Grand Encampment ex- 
isted, and over all such Encampments of Knights Templars, Knights of 
Malta and Councils of Knights of Red Cross already instituted as should 
acknowledge its authority. It also claimed the right to grant charters for 
such bodies in any state or territory where no Grand Encampment existed. 
The Grand Encampment of New York made the same claim. At the 
Annual meeting, May 15, 1816, the constitution was amended by striking 
out the words United States, evidently to avoid a conflict of authority with 
New York, and to pave the way for a national organization ; for at the 
same meeting three delegates were appointed to meet and confer with any ° 
and all other Grand Encampments in the United States, or with such dele- 
gates as might (may) be appointed by any or all such Encampments upon 
the subject of a general union of all the Encampments of the United 
States under one head and general form of government. These delegates 
were invested with full power and authority to enter into such engage- 
ments and stipulations, and make such arrangements on the subject, as 
they might deem expedient and proper to promote the honor and interests 
of the orders of knighthood. Webb and Snow of Providence, and Fowle 
of Boston, were chosen delegates. 

At the mecting June 25, 1817, Webb for the delegates reported that 
they met in convention in Philadelphia in June, 1816, with delegates from 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Wilmington and New York, and after several 
days of deliberation found that the work and methods there in use were so 
widely different from those to which they had been accustomed that they 
could not agree, and the convention dissolved, part of the delegates agree- 
ing to meet in New York; and that June 20th, 1816, a convention of dele- 
gates met in New York and formed the General Grand Encampment, 
adopted a constitution and elected officers, a list of whom and a copy of 
the constitution so adopted being submitted with the report of the dele- 
gates, The report of the delegates was considered, and the Grand Encamp- 
ment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island approved and ratified the doings 
of its delegates, adopted the General Grand Constitution for its future 
government, and appointed a committee to revise its own constitution to 
render it conformable to that of the General Grand Body ; the name of 
this Grand Body being changed to the Grand Encampment of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island. 

Thus we see that this Grand Commandery was foremost in the move- 


ment for forming the Grand Encampment of the United States ; was present 
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by its delegates and assisted to organize it; promptly acknowledging its 
authority as to those powers delegated to it (and it could have no other) ; 
hence it is plain that the relations of the two bodies and their reciprocal 
rights and duties were in the beginning well understood. This opinion is 
confirmed by the fact that the then Grand Commander, (Master) Webb, 
one of the delegates representing this jurisdiction was chosen Deputy 
General Grand Master ; and the constitution was drawn by him as is well 
known, for the original draft of the same in Webb's own hand-writing is 
now in the archives of Saint John’s Commandery of Providence. This 
Constitution adopted in 1816, remained substantially the same, receiving 
not a single amendment touching the relations of the two Bodies, up to 
the thirteenth triennial meeting held in Hartford, Ct., in 1856, at which 
Meeting the constitution was revised and the powers and duties of Grand 
Encampment were more clearly defined though not enlarged except as dis- 
tinetly specified. Its name was changed by striking out the word ‘ Gen- 
eral,” leaving it as at present, ‘The Grand Encampment, etc., of the United 
States.” Tt also took action looking to a change of titles of (State) Grand 
Encampments to Grand Commanderies, and of Encampments to Com- 
manderies, and the titles of the officers of both to those now used. 
According to the record ‘ the constitution as amended was unanimously 
adopted.” Was any change made by this revision in the relations between 
the Grand Encampment and the Grand Commanderies ? We claim that 
there Was hot, and to show that this was tie opinion of eminent fraters we 
Quote from the address of Grand Master B. B. French, spoken before 


oe Commandery, October 10, 1860, and while he occupied that exalted 
Station + P 


“The hew constitution has not clothed the Grand Encampment of the 
Unitea States with any power it did not previously possess » «<< Tt has left 
ba the State Grand Commanderies all the powers possessed by them— 
ite is Sovereign power over their own subordinates except upon appeal 
ee Master or Grand Encampment (such appeals are now denied) ; 
tang So with the exception that they are bound to comply with the con- 

tk a of Grand Encampment and the edicts of its Grand Master. 
ferred 56 the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island re- 
tions its “by-laws” to a committee ‘to examine and report such altera- 
ieee amendments therein as they may think proper ; which com- 
sions i 1857 reported in print, changing titles to conform to ‘‘ the deci- 
the Pa the last General Grand Encampment.” The report was laid on 
even Sh where it slumbered till 1859, when it was taken up and referred 
Ren aac of five. That committee reported in February, 1860, there 
the ee ponenens that of the majority retaining the old titles, and that of 
and Oe GEe Presenting the new. The report of the majority was adopted, 
where Rene Temained as before so far as we were concerned, but every- 

eae 2 le of this jurisdiction we were called a Grand Commandery. 
Ourteenth meeting of Grand Encampment United States, held in 


) 
| 
| 
‘ 
| 
| 
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Chicago, in 1859, a style of uniform was adopted for Commanderies which 
should thereafter be formed, and which Commanderies then in existence, 
in case a new uniform should be required, would be obliged to wear, A 
distinguished knight of this jurisdiction was chairman of the committee 
which reported the statute establishing the new uniform, and offered the 
resolution ordering it to be worn; and though himself the author of the 
order he has time and again been heard to say that it never was intended 
or supposed to interfere with bodies wearing the old costume—the statute 
was to be future in its operations and not retrospective in its application ; 
and in all the controversies which followed he unvaryingly maintained that 
position. 

That uniform was, from the first, unpopular, though the record of the 
meeting discloses no objection to it; yet the order was not heeded and no 
attempt was made to enforce it. At the fifteenth meeting (New York, 
1862), the order was repealed and the uniform now known as the regulation 
(or white) costume adopted, though Commanderies then wearing the black 
costume were considered as having the right to do so during their pleasure, 
but required to adopt the regulation whenever they should procure new ; 
and in this and some other jurisdictions they never changed, and no at- 
tempt, not even a suggestion was made by Grand Encampment to require 
the change. At the sixteenth meeting (Columbus, 1865), and the seven- 
teenth meeting (St. Louis, 1868), the subjects of change of titles and cos- 
tume were scarcely mentioned, no legislation being had thereon. 

In October, 1868, the Grand Master, M. E. Sir William S. Gardner, him- 
self a Past Grand Commander of this jurisdiction, was requested to install 
the officers of Grand Commandery, and took occasion to address the Sir 
Knights on the general subject of the reciprocal rights and duties of both 
bodies, particularly their nomenclature. His address appears in full in the 
proceedings of Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
for 1868, page 61 ; and so ably was the subject presented by that distin- 
guished knight, that the address and the subject of nomenclature, so far as 
it related to this Grand Body and its subordinates, was referred to a com- 
mittee of five with request that they report at the next assembly. That 
committee in May, 1869, reported unanimously in favor of amending the 
constitution so as to conform with the requirements of Grand Encamp- 
ment. Their report was ordered printed and referred to the next annual 
meeting (in October, 1869), when it was unanimously adopted, And this 
Grand Body voluntarily dropped the title of Grand Encampment by which 
it was organized and which it had borne for seventy years, und took on 
that of Grand Commandery. It was with great reluctance that the older 
Grand Bodies changed their titles to conform to the new order of things; 
put one by one they all fell into Hine, Massachusetts and Rhode Island last. 

A careful perusal of the proceedings of Grand Encampment fails to dis- 
close any attempts at coercive legislation on either of these subjects on the 
part of that august Body, it being well understood that the reluctance on 
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ny part to make the change, arose not from a spirit of insubordination or 
disobedience, but from a high consideration of the opinions and desires of 
those fathers in the order, who in the ranks of the ‘‘ Grand Encampment” 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island bore the banners of the Temple through 
a long season of bitter persecution, placed the orders of knighthood on a 
secure foundation, made possible the creation and existence of Grand 
Commanderies, and probably saved that of Grand Encampment itself. 

: At the eighteenth meeting (Baltimore, 1871), the Grand Master, Sir Wil- 
liam 8. Gardner, reported to Grand Encampment his gratification at the 
action uf this Grand Commandery, stating that he deemed the result so 
satisfactory as to be worthy of promulgation throughout the United States, 
and had issued an order accordingly. At the same meeting some legisla- 
tion concerning costume was attempted (nothing however that had refer- 
ence to the black costume), but none was accomplished. In December, 
1871, Grand Master Fellows issued his famous General Order No. 3, which, 
after calling attention to the edict of 1862, forbade the wearing of any but 
the regulation costume, and promised if enforced, to be for this Grand 
Commandery areal grievance—the first in fifty-five years. 

That order was held in this jurisdiction to be in conflict with the statute, 
under which the regulation costume was adopted, as well as a violation of 
Vested rights, and consequently in this and other jurisdictions where the 
black costume was lawfully worn, created a strong sentiment of indigna- 
ton and caused more feeling against Grand Encampment than anything 
which had occurred in its whole history. 

It is to be remembered that in the issuing and 
this order Grand Master Fellows acted upon his authorit; 


and not by authority of Grand Encampment. 
i At the nineteenth meeting (New Orleans, 1874), Grand Master Fellows 


levoted a considerable portion of his address to the subject of costume 
ae Tecommended coercive measures. The address was referred to the 
a Gee on the doings of Grand officers, who reported that it appeared 
Gane that the most peaceful and pleasant way to end this unhappy 
mien. is to meet it in a spirit of compromise.” The committee sub- 
ae a Tesolution in amendment of the statute on the subject, which after 
MERGES discussion was withdrawn, and a substitute adopted by which the 
3 aaa Wear the black costume was confirmed and considerably enlarged— 
Ae cae action on the part of Grand Encampment. : 
ae A twentieth meeting (Cleveland, ,1877), the Grand Master (Hopkins) 
Ohana eS the notice of Grand Encampment a request from the Grand 
details ae ery of Louisiana. to be allowed to make changes in certain minor 
partes the costume, which he (the Grand Master) felt he had no right to 
Ne ieee as the costume was established by statute 
Ra ieee meeting (Chicago, 1880), the Grand Master (Hurlburt) 
Kanes O rand Encampment the action of the Grand Commandery of 
Cky, which defined by resolution what should be the *‘appropriate 


attempted enforcement of 
yas Grand Master, 
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trimmings ” for the Templar uniform coat, etc., and submitted the corres- 
pondence thereon, which clearly shows that in his opinion it was beneath 
the dignity of Grand Encampment to trouble itself about such details, but 
decided that he had no authority to approve any change in the uniform, it 
being fixed by statute. A resolution adopted by the Grand Commandery 
of Pennsylvania requesting the Grand Encampment to repeal or enforce 
the edict of 1862, was referred to the committee on grievances ; the com- 
mittee presented two reports, the majority recommending ‘‘ the enforce- 
ment of existing legislation so far as Grand Encampment had any physical 
or moral power to enforce it; and if individual knights did not wish to 
conform to it they must do as they wish in regard thereto ; and organiza- 
tions of Knights Templar must do what they deem right on the question 
of admitting them to their mectings or ranks ;” while the minority recom- 
mended the repeal of the edict of 1862, ‘‘ except so far as concerns Com- 
manderies under the immediate jurisdiction of Grand Encampment, being 
satisfied that it (Grand Encampment) has not the power within itself to 
enforce that edict.” Both reports were Jaid on the table. We mention 
these things to show the reluctance of Grand Encampment to take action 
on or even consider these disturbing questions. 

‘At the twenty-second meeting (San Francisco, 1883), none of the amend- 
ments to the statutes relating to costume theretofore referred or laid on 
the table were taken up, and a resolution remanding to Grand Command- 
eries all matters relating to costume was ruled out of order as it involved 
a change in the statutes, of which no notice had been given. 

At the twenty-third meeting (St. Louis, 1886), the following was recom- 
mended by the committee on jurisprudence and adopted: ‘‘Each Grand 
Commandery shall have full power and authority to prescribe the uniform 
to be worn by those belonging to its own jurisdiction, except that the in- 
signia of rank shall always be under the exclusive control and regulation 
of the Grand Encampment, and no other authority shall alter, modify or 
in any way interfere therewith.” All statutes in conflict with the above 
were repealed, and so ended the edict of 1862, having fulfilled its mission. 
That edict established a uniform for the order which has been universally 
adopted outside of those Grand Commanderies in which the black costume 
was lawfully worn, and but for an unfortunate misconstruction of it by 
some of those high in authority, who construed it by the letter rather than 
the spirit, it never could have done harm ; in fact it did none except to 
create a fear and distrust of Grand Encampment, once somewhat dis- 
turbing, but now mostly allayed. The action of Grand Encampment, as 
such, in its dealings with the costume question has for the most part 
peen wise and temperate. When in 1874 it acknowledged our rights to 
the ancient or black costume it fully recognized the validity of the claims 
which, it should be remembered had been attacked by its chief officer, 
(acting doubtless from a sense of duty), and since that time no question to 


that right has been raised. 
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Later on when applications came from various Grand Commanderies 
for modifications in the established uniform, the subject w: ven consid- | 
eration, and, as above stated, placed in the control of cach 
mandery to regulate the uniform to be worn within its own jurisdiction, so 
that hereafter costume will be a ‘‘local issue.” 

The matter of rituals has caused much discussion in Grand Encampment | 
and Commandery ; but little legislation was had thereon in Grand Encamp- 
ment until a comparatively recent date. The constitution of 1856 did not 
Tecognize the order of Malta, nevertheless that order (so called) still con~ 
tinued to be conferred in this jurisdiction as before, but later on (1865) | 
recognition of it appeared in the constitution. Legislation then began, 
Which resulted in the adoption (1883) of a ritual entirely different from that | 
then in use (which was not the Order of Malta at all), but was in the most 
of its attributes the ancient order and similar to that used in England. | 
There are two forms to the ritual; the full, and the abbreviated forms, 
choice of which is left to the Grand Commanderies ; this jurisdiction hay- 
ing adopted the short form with some slight modifications. Grand Encamp- 
Ment (1886) formulated a ritual for Red Cross and Temple, thereby for 
the first time exercising (in part) the powers which as is claimed were given 
to it by the bodies which formed it. We think the claim a weak one, as it 
is based wholly on a clause in the constitution which makes it a part of the 
duty of the Grand Master to see that the dress, discipline and work are 
everywhere uniform ; a provision which was not understood at the first, or 

°T a period of fifty years after its adoption, to warrant the exercise of the 
Power that has since been claimed for it in the matter of ritual. Tt will be | 
Seen that the two questions, viz. : costume and nomenclature, which more 
than all others have disturbed the minds of many of our esteemed members, 
have been settled in a way which is or ought to be in the main satisfactory to | 
this Grand Commandery. Your Committee believe the same rules should 
Severn in the matter of rituals, and that that subject is and of right ought to | 
© under control of Grand Commanderies. 
\ The Code of statutes has received its share of criticism ; and it is true that | 
it are many things which appear contrary to our usage, and some appar- 
wee conflict with each other ; but these secrung snconsistencies in “ | 
‘nger the rights of Grand Comman deries ; they have crept into 
ee Code by reason of the multitude of questions propounded to the Grand 
Masters, Mostly by Commanders of Commanderies under the immediate 
JUrisdiction of Grand Encampment, and relate to such Commanderies 
alone. A. reference to that part of the constitution of Grand Encamp- 
ments defining the powers of Grand Commanderies ‘will show such to be 
ithe case. Nevertheless the answers to such questions are reported as de- | 
eistons, and if approved go into the code. These statutes, edicts, etc., have ] 
NO relation to or binding force over Grand Commanderies or the subor- } 
Ge dir ectly allegiant to them, but have exclusive relation to the Com- 
Manderies immediately subordinate to Grand Encampment. 
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As to the relations existing between the bodies, what are they ?~ This 
Grand Commandery as before stated assisted in the formation of Grand 
Encampment, and at once recognized it as the governing body, superior 
in all federal matters, and has ever since so regarded it and always pro- 
claimed loyalty to it. The rights we claim to have been reserved at its for- 
mation and at the Hartford meeting, though not then specified, have been 
fully recognized, and this Grand Commandery now possesses all the powers 
which it had at the first, save that of planting Templar organizations out- 
side the states of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. The National Body 
has of late shown no disposition to interfere with the local affairs of any 
Grand Commandery,—in fact has repeatedly refused to do so when asked ; 
and has negatived such measures (when presented) as would tend to disturb 
the harmony of the order. That Body was lawfully made the federal head 
of the order, and it is entitled to obedience in all matters over which it was 
given jurisdiction., These are fully stated in its constitution, and it is not 
likely that its powers will be enlarged or those of this Grand Body dimin- 
ished. They cannot be except by neglect of duty by representatives of 
Grand Commanderies. These representatives usually comprise more than 
two-thirds of the members attending Grand Encampment; and as they 
would be unlikely to legislate against their own interests, it is not probable 
that our liberties are in any immediate danger. 

The relations of Grand Encampment to Grand Commanderies seem to 
your Committee in most respects similar to those of the United States gov- 
ernment to the several states of the Union, and ours to it are like unto the 
yelations of the states of Massachusetts and Rhode Island to the Federal 
Government. Sir James H. Hopkins, an eminent authority on Templar 
jurisprudence, now a Past Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States, in a report made by him to Grand Commandery of Penn- 
sylvania, says: “ We have arrived at the conclusion that the organization 
of the Templar bodies in this country has been after the model of our 
government. We have the national, state and local bodies, each exercising 
its appropriate functions and performing its given duties. The several 
Commanderies have jurisdiction over the individual knights ; the Grand 
Commanderies have control over the various subordinate Commanderies, 
and the Grand Encampment has general supervision of the State Grand 
Commanderies. The Grand Encampment was created by the State Grand 
Commanderies and has only such powers as were delegated to it; and in- 
asmuch as the Grand Commanderies retained their sovereignty the national 
Grand Body cannot interfere in their local administration. They are sey- 
eral and yet united ; distinct as the billows, yet one like the sea.” 

Grand Master Gardner said in an address to Grand Encampment : 
“Such of these powers as belong exclusively to Grand Commanderies 
under the constitution should be most jealously respected and no interfer- 
ence with them should be tolerated. Among these exclusive rights I 
recognize the care and control of the subordinate Commanderies and of 
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ake several knights composing these subordinates ; a care and control 
which extends to the subordinates in their organized form and to the indi- 
vidual knights composing such organizations. This exercise of authority 
is in the nature of a police supervision and regulation with which the 
Grand Encampment has nothing to do except as respects its own immedi- 
ate subordinate Commanderies, to which bodies it stands in the same rela- 
tion that the Grand Commanderies do to their subordinates.” 

The jurisdiction, rights and powers of the National and State Grand 
bodies being reasonably well defined, no good reason exists for their being 
misunderstood. ; 

The liberal legislation had at the Twenty-third Triennial settled many 
disturbing questions and in a generally satisfactory way, so that now 80 
far as can be seen by your Committee the relations existing between the 
two bodies are entirely amicable and in no way strained. That being the 
case their reciprocal rights and duties are plain and need not be stated. 
Should any doubt or uncertainty exist as to the duties of this Grand Com= 
mandery, reference is respectfully made to its constitution. Concerning 
Tituals the Committee has nought to say, that subject having been referred 
to an able committee. The use of the word subordinate as (mis) applied 
to Grand Commanderies has caused much uneasiness. It is not now 
4nd we are unable to find that it ever was so used by Grand Encampment 
though it appears in its constitution as well as in our own, it simply 
Means of lesser rank. 

Ben Master Hubbard invariably peels 

eries in hi ers, and a 
80 considered Fea tektatiesk eonce of the term; but Grand Encamlg 
Ment did not agree with this view, and gave the harsh and arbitrary i. 
ures proposed by him no countenance. ‘A Jater Grand Master elaimet a 

‘and Encampment the right to make constitutions for Grand Conta 
cries, allowing, however, that these might make local regulations subject ie 
ae Approval of Grand Encampment. This claim received no supp 

© Word constituent seems to be the better term by which to express the 
Telations of Grand Commanderies to Grand Encampment, leaving the other 
!0 beapplied to individual Templar organizations whether allegiant to Grand 

“deampment or Grand Commanderies. The Committee see no occasion for 
Uneasiness or alarm for fear of what Grand Encampment may do, as neither 
U8 constitution or code can be amended without four months’ notice In 


ats given to the Grand Recorder, and the words of the proposed 
quendment must be printed in full on the notice sent to each member, 80 
mmandery of any proposed 


at timely noti Cc 
Y notice is had by ever, Grand Cor ¥ 
goed by: oy en be made without a two 


ch; ri 
ehge in the law, and the change cannot th a tw 
believe the declaration 1n 
State Grand Encampments 


hi 
itds vote. ‘The Committee most earnestly 
superintendence of the 


he Constitution of 1816, ‘That the several 
Several Councils of the Knights of the Red Cross, Knights Templars and 


ed that word to Grand Com- 
rom. them it is evident that he 


ommanderies) shall have the sole government and 


Poe 
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Knights of Malta within their respective jurisdictions, to assign their limits 
and settle controversies between them,” is in force to-day, and so recog- 
nized by Grand Encampment as may be seen by its persistent refusal to 
interfere (which it has been many times asked to do) between Grand Com- 
manderies and their subordinates. Grand Master Gardner said (1871), 
“ Up to this date (1850) it is very evident that no authority direct or im- 
plied can be found in the proceedings of the General Grand Body anthor- 
izing any interference by that body with the jurisdiction of the State Grand 
Encampments over their subordinates. In fact it would seem that it had 
carefully refrained from such interference on constitutional grounds,” 
Many ‘eminent authorities take the same view, and the latest decision of 
Grand Encampment, St. Louis, (1886,) reaflirms it; so that question may 
be regarded as settled. s 

In concluding their report the Committee would briefly summarize the 
conclusions to which they have arrived. 

First, They are of opinion that in all matters of general and federal 
concern, Grand Encampment is the governing body, and in those relations 
js entitled to the allegiance and loyal support of Grand Commanderies. 

Second. They are of opinion that all matters of Membership, Nomen- 
clature, Costume, Tactics, Ritual, and all affairs of local administration 
are inherently within the province and authority of the respective Grand 
Commanderies, they having the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the sub- 
ordinates within the territory belonging to the Grand Commanderies. 

Third. That the permanent peace and harmony of Templar Masonry, 
and the usefulness of the order, depend upon the lawful exercise of the 
powers and duties appertaining to these Grand Bodies within their respec- 
tive jurisdictions and under their defined limitations as above set forth. 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE H. BURNHAM, 
HENRY W. RUGG, 
EDWIN WRIGHT. 


ProvipENcH, May 25, 1888, 

The foregoing report was read by R. E. Sir Geo. 
Hf. Burnham, and on motion of E. Sir James Swords 
it was accepted and ordered to be printed with the 
record of proceedings. 


ORDER OF THE RED CROSS. 


The R. E. Grand Commander stated that he had 
arranged to have the work on the Order of the Red 
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Cross exemplified, and that under his invitation 
Holy Sepulchre Commandery had assembled in 
Commandery Hall, was now ready to proceed with 
the exemplification, and awaited the attendance of 
the Grand Commandery ; whereupon the Sir Knights 
at once repaired to Commandery Hall. 


When the exemplification was‘concluded the mem- 
bers of the Grand Commandery were called to the 
further dispatch of business in Freemasons’ Hall. 


THANKS. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That Holy Sepulchre Commandery is entitled to and hereby Te- 
Celves the appreciative thanks of this Grand Commandery for the intelli- 
gent and skillful manner in which the work on the Order of the Red Cross 


has been this day cendered. 


REPORT ON J URISDICTION. 


The Committee to whom was referred the disputed 


question of jurisdiction of Jerusalem Commandery 

at Fitchburg, and Athol Commandery at Athol, over 

the territory embraced within the town of Winchen- 
On, respectfully submit the following report : 


Winchendon in an air line is some three miles nearer to Athol Com- 
Mandery than to Jerusalem Commandery, and by carrse road is a mile 
°r tWo nearer the former than the latter. By railroad it is about a mile 


Nearer Atho] than Fitchburg by the shortest route, but by another line 


Which is several miles further it is nearer in the time consumed for travel. 
d from Fitchburg to 


N inchendon, however, is on a main line of railroa 
pos and is practically in closer relations to Fitchburg than to Athol, 
Y Feason of business purposes and connections, and unquestionably in the 
sae of your Committee many companions would join Jerusalem Com- 
ndery were they allowed to do so, that would not join Athol Command- 
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ery were that the sole resort for them in order to become Knights Templars, 
It seems to your Committee that if reasons of expediency, of conven- 
jence to candidates, and personal preferences are ever to be allowed to 
weigh, this is such a case. Therefore, notwithstanding the fact that 
Winchendon is a mile or two nearer Athol than Fitchburg, it is the unani- 
mous recommendation of your Committee that hereafter Athol Com- 
mandery at Athol, and Jerusalem Commandery at Fitchburg, have con- 
current jurisdiction over the town of Winchendon. 
’ CHAS. C. HUTCHINSON, 
HORATIO ROGERS, 
E. C. MARTIN, 


Committee. 


The report was accepted and the recommendation 
adopted. 


FE. Sir O. A. Fay suggested that the town of Gar- 
diner be placed in similar relations to Athol Com- 
mandery as had been established for Winchendon, 
and this subject was referred to the same Comunittee. 


One hundred and thirteen representatives and 
thirteen other Sir Knights signed the Register. 


The business being concluded, the Sir Knights 
united in devotions with the Grand Prelate, and the 
Grand Commandery adjourned. 


Attest : 
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 
May 25, 1888. 


PROCEEDINGs 


OF THE 


(jrand (lommandery of Massachusetts anil Rhode [sland, 


AT ITS 


ANNUAL CONCLAVE, 


OcroBER 26TH, 1888. 


ee Etanry-Seconp AnNnuaAL Conciave of the 
onl Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and 
the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island was held in Masonic Temple in the city of 
Boston, Mass., on Friday, October 26th, A. D. 1888, 
Ae Oe iO: ; 


The lines were formed in due array, the approach 
of the R. E. Grand Commander and Grand Officers 
was announced, and the Grand Asylum was opened 
in Ample Form, at eleven o’clock a. M. 


The Sir Knights united in devotions with Sir 
Knight Rev. J. W. Dadmun, Grand Prelate. 
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Grand Officers Present : 


Sir Grorcr H. AnnEn......... 


Sir Epwarp L. Freex. 
Sir James Sworps... 

Sir Jony P. Sanzorn... 
Sir Rev. Jonny W. Dapuu 
Sir Roserr H. Cuampernary. 
Sir W. H. H. Sounn, 
Sir James H. Upnait 
Sir Aurrep F. Cnr: 
Sir Wanrer Currina.. ... 
Sir Navman §. Konan. 
Sir Cuarues OC. Fry.... 
Sir Toomas Kennovan.... 


woeds R. E. Grand Commander. 


. Grand Generalissimo, 

. Grand Captain-General. 
. Grand Prelate. 

. Grand Senior Warden. 

. Grand Junior Warden. 

. Grand Treasurer. 

. Grand Reeorder. 

EB. Grand Standard Bearer. 
E. Grand Sword Bearer. 
EE. Grand Warder. 
rE. 


HERES 


Sir Horace E. Boynron....-. -- 


Sir Arraur W. Dennis. 
Sir Erastus H. Doonrerne. 


Sir Evucryn Syevens,....... ++ 


.. » Grand Lecturers. 


eoon Grand Sentinel. 


Permanent Members, being Past Grand Officers. 


. Sir Rey. H. W. Rvaa, 
. Sir Winnram H. Krenz, 
. Sir Canes SAUNDERS, 


Para a a 
Be eee 


. Sir Epwarp P. CHarry, 


Members, being Past Eminent Commanders, not elsewhere Repre- 


Sir J. M. Bishop, 

Sir J. Albert Blake, 

I. Sir Solomon A. Bolster, 
I. Sir Henry A. Brown, 
Sir A. H. Bryant, 

b Sir Henry §. Bunton, 
ys Sir Alfred A, Burrill, 
. Sir John Carr, 

8 Sir Chas. T. Chase, 

b Sir Chas. H. Child, 
Sir Geo. B. Cochran, 
b Sir Thos. I. Davee, 

. Sir W. H, Dayis, 


HEE REE eee ee 


. Sir Grorce H, Burnuam, 


Sir Samven C. LAwReNcE, 
Sir Winniam B. Buanpiya, 
Sir Grorce E. Sr. 
Sir Grorce W. Fay, 

Sir Wyzeman MarsHann. 


sented. 


. Sir F. S. Dawes, 

. Sir Geo. R. Emerson, 
Sir Henry Endicott, 
Sir Othello A. Fay, 
Sir Wm. Fearing, 2d, 
Sir Henry Field, Jr., 
Sir Henry C. Field, 
Sir Geo. H. Foye, 

. Sir Robt. S. Franklin, 
. Sir James B. Fuller, 

. Sir Henry Goddard, 

. Sir John Haigh, 

. Sir John C. Hall, 


PEE SHS SEES EEE 


V. E. Deputy Grand Commander. 


Grand Captain of Guards. 


Ca 


Se Pe ne mmr, 
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. Sir Charles Harris, 

. Sir Alfred A. Hartley, 
. Sir F. A. Harrington, 
Sir S. B. Harrington, 
Sir J. L. Harriman, 
Sir John Heathcote, 
Sir H. P. Hemenway, 
Sir John B. Hill, 

Sir Joseph W. Hill, 
Sir John Hillis, 

Sir Philip G. Isley, 
Sir Luman T. Jefts, 
Sir Nathaniel Jewett, 
Sir Henry G. Jordan, 
Sir Theo. L. Kelley, 
Sir Geo. W. Kingman, 
Sir Chas. P. Knowlton, 
Sir J. Francis Lotts, 
Sir Edward C. Martin, 
Sir Samuel Mason, Jr., 
Sir Alvord O. Miles, 
Sir Henry L. Miller, 
Sir William Parkman, 
Sir Bowdoin S. Parker, 
Sir Charles E. Peirce, 
Sir John N. Pike, 

Sir Arthur G. Pollard, 
Sir William D. Pool, 

. Sir Stafford W. Razee, 
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Sir Charles G. Reid, 
yr George H. Rhodes, 
Sir Eugene H. Richards, 
Sir Oliver A. Roberts, 
Sir Baalis Sanford, 
Sir Clinton D. Sellew, 
Sir George L. Shepley, 
Sir James L. Sherman, 
Albert C. Smith, 
ir Frederick H. Spring, 
y David Stevens, 
ir John L. Stevenson, 
ir George G. Stillman, 
sir Thomas V. Stillman, 
Sir Samuel G. Stiness, 
sir George A. Sweet, 
rR. James Tatman, 

ir Vernon O. Taylor, 

Sir James Tent, 
Sir A. Cranston Thompson, 
Sir James C. Tucker, 
Sir William R. Walker, 
r James H. Waite, 
y Albion F. Welch, 
: Charles A. Welch, 
Sir Stillman White, 
Sir Thomas Winship, 


. Sir Edwin Wright. 


Represented by Proxy. 


RB. Sir William H. Perry, E. C., and Sir George W. Pettis, C. G., of 
St. John’s Commandery, by R. E. Sir George H. Burnham. 
Sir A. K. McMahon, G., of Washington Commandery, by Sir Clar- 


ence C. Mason. 


Sir O. P. Shattuck, G., and Sir R. H. Chamberlain, C. G., of Wor- 
cester County Commandery, by Sir William 8. Dadmun and Sir A. F. 


Gates. 


Sir W. Howard Walker, C. G., of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, by 


Sir William C. Freeman. 


Sir Henry R. Baker, ©. G., of Calvary Commandery, by Sir Francis 


B. Hayden. 


Sir C. E. Merrill, G., of Berkshire Commandery, by Sir Theodore 


L. Allen. 
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a David L. Hodges, C. G., of St. Omer Commandery, by Sir Wm. 
enn. 
E. Sir William T. Rowe, BE. C., and Charles O. Fox, C. G., of Coeur 
de Lion Commandery, by E. Sir H. O. Boynton and Sir Aaron Sargent. 
Si R. L. Almy, Gen., of Olivet Commandery, by Sir Thos. IE. Ward. 
Sir George L. Lang, O. G., of Cypus Commandery, by IE. Sir Henry 
S. Bunton. 
R. E. Sir N. Van Slyck, Past G. C., by E. Sir William B. Blanding. 
R. E. Sir Caleb Saunders, Past G. C., by E. Sir John Haigh. 


REPORT ON CREDENTIALS. 


In Granp COoMMANDERY. 
Boston, October 26, 1888. 


The Committee on Credentials beg leave to report the following 


m 2 5 sent: 
embers, representatives and proxies present: 


Grand@ficersWeee cececen- os os sees eset ee 17 
Past Grand Officers....---- Hv 
Past Eminent Commanders B 2 
Eminent Commanders...--------+-:7 007" oo 
Gengralissimosys-2s-c--eeeeee ee = 
Captain-Generals......--------- a 
TOSS cnn hs oc dooeedro se OCR ka aa inane me 
ty, le Saws ee 194 
Total number of votes.-------+7°7° °° 7" 


G. JORDAN. 


Law RK 
. G. aN ~ ttec. 
POuN HEATHCOTE, 5 Committee. 


THE ROLL CALL. 
The roll was called by the Grand Recorder, and 
the Commanderies found to be represented were : 


Saint Omer, 


Saint John : 
piston, ; Meee teas Berkshire, 
Newbury port Calvary. Connecticut Valley, 
Ashington, : Haverhill, Godfrey de Bouillon, 
§) oe County, Old Colony, Joseph Warren, 
ear etela, i Sutton, Narragansett, 
ly ys Bethany, William Parkman, 
Pile uh, Winslow Lewis, Bristol, 
Pal ra Jerusalem, South Shore, 
one Trinity, 


Hugh de Payens, 
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Natick, Olivet, Cyprus, 
Cour de Lion, Athol, St. Paul, 
Gethsemane, Bay State, Beauseant. 


The Records of the Semi-Annual Conclave having 
been printed and distributed, the reading thereof 
was dispensed with. 

The R. E. Grand Commander announced the fol- 
lowing 

COMMITTEES. 
ON FINANCE, 

R. E. Sir Edward P. Chapin, E. Sir R. James 

Tatman and E. Sir Joseph W. Hill. 


ON COLLATION. 
E. Sir Wm. T. Rowe and E. Sir Lewis E. Binney. 


REPORTS. 

The Grand Treasurer made his Annual Report, 
giving in detail a statement of all receipts and dis- 
bursements; and this was accepted and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 


CONSTITUTION AND DIGEST. 
The Committee on Constitution and Digest were 
granted further time. 
ON REMAINDER OF ADDRESS AT SEMI-ANNUAL. 


In Granp Commanprry or Massacuuserrs AND Ruopr Isnanp. 
Bosron, October 26, 1888. 

The Committee on the ‘‘Remainder” of the Address delivered by 

R. E. Sir George H. Allen, at the Semi-Annual Conclave, held in Proy- 
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idence, May 25, 1888, herewith report that they find the Dispensations 
granted by the Grand Commander to have been for satisfactory reasons 
and within the seope of his proper authority. The only ‘‘ Decision oh 
announced by him, viz., that it was not his province to determine what 
is the correct Ritual of the Order of Malta, the Grand Commandery 
haying recently passed upon and settled this question, lhas the approval 
of your Committee. 
Respectfully submitted, 
BNRY W. RUGG,) ¢, «pa 


1 
The report was accepted. f 


REPORT ON RITUAL. 


In Granp CommranpeRy oF MAssACHUSETTS AND RuopeE IsnanD. 
Bosron, October 26, 1888. 


The Committee on Ritual and matters connected therewith respect- 
fully report that they haye made progress in the work assigned to them, 
but have been unable to complete their labors and carry out the yote 
Passed at the last Semi-Annual Conclave in regard to the printing and ‘ 
distribution of the revised Rituals. They have now in manuscript the 
text and forms approved by the Committee, and have partially arranged i 
for the printing and use of the amended Rituals under proper safe- 
guards and restrictions. Your Committee ask to be continued, with 4 
the understanding that their report, with complete revision, recom- 
mendations, ete., will be in yeadiness at the Conclave in May next. 


Courteously submitted, 


JOHN L. STEVENSON, 
HENRY W. RUGG, 
EDWIN WRIGHT, | 
HORATIO ROGERS, ' 


Committee. 


The report was accepted and further time granted. 


SPECIAL REPORT ON FLORIDA RELIEF FUND. 
In Granp CoMMANDERY. | 
Bosron, October 26, 1888. 

To the Right Eminent Grand Commander : 


: Sm :—On Sept. 21 last, I received from you a communication notify- 
ing me of iny appointment as ‘Treasurer of the Fund which would 
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probably be collected in aid of suffering Sir Knights by yellow fever, 
at Jacksonville, Florida, in response to a Circular Letter you had ad- 
dressed to the several Commanderies in this jurisdiction. I beg leave 
respectfully to report my receipts and disbursements, as per your re- 
quest : 


Sept. 22, 1888, T received at your hands contribution of Past 


Most Eminent Sir Benjamin Dean.. ......--- $100 00 

Sept. 25. Received from Sir John Haigh, of Somerville, 
WPASSs ois pe vicisivisje ra nat evsielersialelnee alaiwioleinelstarstert sere 10 00 
** 26. Received from Beauseant Commander, 100 00 
o> 7203 a “© St. Omer sf 50 00 
nee 408, Fe ‘© Northampton ‘‘ 15 00 
Bee Sos ss “* Bethany se 100 00 
6 salts ee “© Coeur de Lion ‘‘ 50 00 
oe 28: ee “<  DeMolay “t 100 00 
ees 028. ee ** ‘Winslow Lewis ‘‘ 25 00 
Oct. 2. oe ‘© Haverhill £6 50 00 
. 2. Be “* Hudson fe 50 00 
ee 2. cS “© Palestine RS 50 00 
as 2. fe “© Berkshire fs 25 00 
te A, on “© Milford G 50 00 
eh mest, ss “Olivet ee é 25 00 
a 5. on ** Connecticut Valley Commandery 50 00 
i 6. UG “© Calvary Commandery.......-.+++ 50 00 
ce 6. se «© “Woonsocket Commandery. 82 00 
ee AS; Us “© Narragansett Ss 10 00 
ess EBs oe ‘© Holy Sepulchre  ‘“‘ J 100 00 
Fe LB. a ‘© Worcester County ‘‘ SA: 25 00 
ee 23. «8 ‘© Boston fs SEEN cias/5:2 100 00 
Received from five individual Sir Knights, at different times. 8 00 


$1,225 00 


In addition to the above amount, Springfield Commandery forwarded 
$100 direct to Jacksonville. 

All of my receipts as above I, with your advice, have forwarded to 
Em. Sir C. H. Mallett, M. D., Commander of Damascus Commandery, 
as follows: 


Sept.26. Forwarded... (eh. eus-n sneer eieee $200 00 
Oct. 3. nS - Ber Gals 500 00 
vu 8. st 200 00 
eh 18s a - 200 00 
Sea) eos Fs . 125 00 


$1,225 00 
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For the first three payments I have received acknowledgment of 
receipt. Sufficient time has not passed yet to hear from last two pay- 
ments, 

Courteously submitted, 
JAMES H. UPHAM, 
Treasurer of Florida Relief Fund. 


On motion of V. E. Sir E. L. Freeman, the report 
was accepted and ordered to be printed. 


REPORT OF THE GRAND FUND. 
Bosron, October 26, 1888. 


To the Grand Commandery K.’. T.". of Mass. and BR. Le 


The Trustees of the Grand Fund respectfully submit the follows 
itemized statement of the income of the Grand Fund reeeived during 


the past fiscal year : 


1887, : 
Dee. 1. Interest due Dee. 1, 1887, of United States Reg. eco 
1888, Bonds ets cei cette e : abe 7 ~ : 
Jan. 27. Dividend of the Provident Institution for Savings, B.. 
in January, 1888..--------+ igen nana Bo 
Feb. 4, Dividend of the North End Savings Bank, in Jan Bh 
MamyemigsGet: amet ast tees tse Tt ee 
March 2, Interest due March 1, 1888, of United S oot 
ROnden ee eres ee ee i y 
April 4. Dividend of the Market Nat. Bank, in appre as 68 00 
‘ rT, 5 April, 
i 4, Dividend of the Mt. Vernon Nat. pps as ss x , 
iS}, 40 p SepOC UO oRR Bee ee 
“14 Dividend of the Suffolk Savings Bank, in April, By. 
IRE. ooh pol enog Oe aia : 
May 30, Interest due June 1, 1883, of Unt aot 
S Bondseic oes 
Pept. 4. Tnterest due Sept. 1, 1888, Pe, 
TBonvils, coe die oO Coot aan nae 
eae. Dividend of the Provident Institution for Savings, ae 
ce, APE oe eee ne ri 
CG in July, 1888.-------+e2 steer ee 
8. Diyidend of the North End Savings Bank, in July, ae 
poevmmeunnn ey 02.5.2... OE Seto cH 22 
Oct. 1. Dividend of the Mt. Vernon Nat. Bank, Oct. 1, 
TESS) oe god GODC OO AOR Old IE ana satay 45 00 
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Oct. 1. Dividend of the Market Nat. Bank, Oct. 1, 1888.. 68 00 
ne 1. Interest on balances in the Maverick Nat. Bank, 
for year ending Oct. 1, 1888........----++-+++ 6 88 
ee 1. Dividend of the Suffolk Savings Bank, in October, 
MBBS sicssissee 6 sis aislctn ocihone meson el sieetaimersetare 19 90 
Motall IngomGs® «ais: aso easeeteveionns eer ae arses a G4 11 


All of which income has been paid to the Grand Treasurer of the 
Grand Commandery, under the written order of the Grand Council 
issued in conformity to a vote of the Grand Commandery adopted 
May 25, 1888. 


The Grand Fund last year amounted t0........66.0. 0c eee $17,162 66 
During the year the Grand Fund has been inereased by the 
receipt of one-tenth of the income of the Grand Com- 


mandery for the year ending Dee. 25, 1887 ...... .++++- 255 30 
The Grand Fund now amounts to... 0.2.6... 22000 e ee eee eee BLT, ALT 96 
And consists of the following property : 
15 shares of the Mt. Vernon Nat. Bank.........-...2. -220e05 $1,500 00 
34 shares of the Market Nat. Bank.. . 8,400 00 
Deposit in the North End Savings Bank 1,645 46 


at se Suffolk Savings Bank.... 
se «* «Provident Institution for Savings 


1,015 64 


1,772 32 


United States Registered Bonds, 43 per cent. 8,000 00 
Deposit in the Maverick Nat. Bank 84 54 


Total ++ 817,417 96 


Courteously submitted, 


C. E. A. BARTLETT, Trustees 
WM. B. BLANDING, of the 


GEO. H. ALLEN, a 
| 
u 
SAMUEL C. aS | Grand Fund. 


JAMES H. UPHAM, 


The report was accepted and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. ~ 
GRAND RECORDER'S REPORT. 


To the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
Annual Conclave, October 26, 1888: 


n 


My report for the year ending this date is as follows: 

Cash received for Diplomas. 

** 5 eopies reprint 
7 


$236 00 
7 50 
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Cash, 40 Pocket Certificates.......----+ ‘ 10 00 
“Tactics and Drill; 33 copies @ 50c...- +++ ++++555 verte 16 50 
“Templar Book of the Law—18 copies. ----- sie Behe Beare 16 25 
‘* Due on Returns in 1887—H. de P.-.-.--+-+serestrttt 67 45 

on 60 00 


Charter of Beauseant Commander 


On Returns of 40 Commanderies, 1888. 2,843 96 


&3,207 66 


All of which has been paid to the Grand Treasurer, as 
shown by his receipts therefor. 


The books in care of the Grand Recorder, to be sold by 
him for the benefit of Grand Commandery, are: 
204, 81.50 uw copy. 


Th ri roceeding! li 1863, pp- 
he Reprint of Proceedings, 1805 to 186 fa Wen 


The Constitutions, Codes and Digest of this G oe 
Grand Encampment, U. 8., pp. 71, edition 1888, cloth, per Col Ys 2 
Paper, 7 cents, 

Tacties and Drill, per copy, 50 cents. 


and 
1,00; 


Rey i . ‘tion 
The slow sale of the book first named is not in proporti 


to its historical yalue. 


. y otationery d 

The ex 4 fice exclusive of stationery an 

The ey : ce, © Ap a 
Mea ean e ‘ Of this sun, $46.04 were 


Printing, for the year are 597.92. A TE ee 
fonstmed in Express charges and postage on Pi ue 
Yoceedings alone. The cost of postage for noti vine 9 
ie ; i yas 3X auste 
Onclaves was $9 61, and the remainder was exh by ec a 
eee for making Charter, incidental express ee pe 
“ae R i i7 in account rencerect, 
™ges, and expenses, as itemized in accoul 
October, 1887, 458 notices 
bers as per list checked. 


Under the resolution adopted in 
"re mailed up to Oct. 6th to mem ‘uiled to ont” 
* Percentage, perhaps 1 to 38 per cent., has fal ee ear : a 
mee that date nine Commanderies have had elec ae: ye 
Where the return of officers has been made the changes have 
en duly noted and notices sent. 


Ww 


Nore,—p. 
E.—By, 
mittee, the 
this day re, 


4n error of $16.10, made in transcribing, a8 shown in Report of Finance oor 
total amount on Returns should be $2,860.00. , 


ceived for returns, will appear in accounts of 1859. 


This balance of $16.10 and $82 


SAS 6 OO AS ERS OO RR OOO HDD 
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The blank returns were mailed August 14th, 1888, under 
the same resolution, except one that was asked for earlier. 
The percentage of loss of these has been 7 3-10 per cent. 
These losses may come from lack of care in the distributing 
post-oftices, but not from failure to deliver to the post-office 
in Boston. 


The Returns of Holy Sepulchre and of Sutton Comman- 
deries came in on September 22d. Of the others, all came 
in with commendable promptness, none later than October 
17th, except two, and one of these has since paid in time to 
be included in this report. 

The printed proceedings of this body are of interest to it, 
and call for a word of comment. Formerly 500 copies were 
printed of each year successively. As the membership in- 
creased it became necessary to increase the number of copies, 
until now, when it will take not less than 620 copies to supply 
those entitled to them, exclusive of periodicals and libraries. 
This increase has been met by the printers, E. L. Freeman 
& Son, at a very slight additional cost and always in a con- 
siderate manner. 


At my suggestion, and for several years past, he has printed 
100 copies extra of the Semi-Annual Conclave, for distribu- 
tion at the next Annual Conclave. The local demand for 
these has increased to such an extent as to suggest whether 
it may not be desirable to print enough to give every member 
a copy: 

To do this, however, will involve a cost of something like 
$20 for printing, and for postage, if sent by mail, of from 
one-half to two-thirds as much additional,—or say, a total 
of $35. Your declination to order this will protect the Grand 
Recorder against requests that he has not been able to fill, 
except to a very limited extent. 


During the last twenty-three years the number of Knight 
Templars created in this jurisdiction has been 8,672, or an 
average of a fraction over 377 annually. Three times only 
in that period has the annual work exceeded 500, to wit, in 


| 
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1865, when 595 were created; in 1871, when 577 were created; 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF COMMANDERIES. 
and in 1888, in which the number reaches 594. Thus the 


zt 


ot 


amount of work done in the year 1887-88 exceeds that of all 


; | ales 
S, Gele||Pee a :\s|e 
former years in the history of this Grand Commandery, eX- NAMES OF | 2/3 Z | glels|® 
cept 1865, when the influx of candidates was so much quick- : . }2/3| 2 /2/2/ 8/8], 
ened by i : “ail COMMANDERIES. Rete a g eg /e/ 3/3 
y the war period. _.. [ei i4a|/ a |o|/Alalala 
The returns show that every Commandery in th jue i ae ist | 
ah ai aN Merge zonal, eerent ee but this mats Stren OLA Biases seers iam qe 09 Cgeveres esters 2 388 | 23 ALip)| eyesore 4 
will full a Aven Boston 620 24 | 2] 3 15 
Y appear in the following Newburyport - 98.) 01 tla 1 
Washington..... 162 | 30] 1 ul 
Worcester County 409 | 27 | 4 8 
Springfield 503 | 23) 4}. oe 4 
DeMolay.. 363 | 28] 6]....) 7) 11 
Holy Sepulchre. . U7 |, BSNS yee| essed ates 
PUI oos8c82 oie e a: ate 268 8 ealPeue 5 
Palestine... - Beli Neel ial beta) Pee) 4 
Milford... .. acta) Ove} lle eee 2 
St. Bernard ssmal) (O89) 88) ), WB85litas 3 
Calvary... sels] 204 | 18) |) [ores 4 
Haverhill... . 1} 203) 21) 2).... 3 
Old Colony.. 2} 186] 3) 2] 4). 1 
Sutton..... a 6] 218) 6) 8] 1 2 
Bethany. . 1| 209 | 17) 3 5 
Winslow Lev TU sh Ce loca 1 
Jerusalem .. 2), 1434) 1S MTal eee ar 
Hugh de Paye | adil) 130 | Tt Walls oe 4 
Saint Omer... } 10) 229) 16) 1)... 5 
Berkshire... .... seis] ek il) LOuleeB IE se, Qo 
Connecticut Valle 187 | 18] 2)... oe 
Woonsocket. .... .. ahiGh ase 2 
Godfrey de Bouillon. . 191 | 12 1 
Joseph Warren...... 164 | 11} 9 See 
Narragansett -. 88] 9 2 
William Parkman. 149 | 26} 2 1 
BristOlinne, xs a» 108 | 1 2 
Northampton. 89 | 10} 2 1 
South Shore 136) 7] 5 1 
Natick. . . 119 | 13 on 3 
Trinity. .... LOO AEE ee 1 
Coeur de Lion. ale Si ZOO SO a ah ters] oe 5 
Gethsemane. Semen a 6) LO Weal, 1 
i pei LOM Gc [fete 1 
eer 3 LOM | eo a ehell ce eaie 
Bay Stati Abe abd ecoe)| all a 
Cyprus . 28) 2]. Fass 2 
Saint Paul. 5 eles (ae eet 
Beauseanit... :0i0is:00s:e.senieie enn : Ol hia 
2 | 56 | 7,563 | 594) 90 | 18 | 21 
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The total membership is 7,563, showing a gain of 346 over 
that of last year, and an average of 1844 members to each 
Commandery, a fact unequaled in any other jurisdiction. 
The smallest number of members in any Commandery is 58, 
the largest 629, as appears in the foregoing table. 


The gains have been, from Restorations and Afiiliations, 
58; from those Created, 594; total gains, 652. 

The losses are, from Dimitted, 88; Suspended, 18; Dis- 
charged, 21; Deaths, 107; total, 241. 

The death rate is 1 in 67 and a fraction, against 1 in 65 
last year. 


For statistical facts concerning other jurisdictions, I sub- 
mit the following : 
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TABULAR STATEMENT OF GRAND COMMANDERIES. 


2 
3/2 0 
Hele | 8 [e le 
Sod. 2 ge [2 
3 ; Boles) 2 i ls 
GRAND COMMAN- DATE: OF AST) Oriole mee out las 
fagige 8 |e Je. 
DERY OF | ANNUAL CONCLAVE. | ee a Beles 
wiae| & [eSBs 
| C808 Aol 2 2 
| sUi.55| 5 (ehlom 
A A 42 0 | 
| 


May 16-17, 1888! 5 23, 220 


» April 24, 1888) 11 18 362 

California. .| April 19, 1888) 28 | 106 2,166 | 
Colorado... . - Sept. 22, 1887) 14) 38 “TOT 
Connecticut. -|Mareh 1888! 11 | 101 1,528 
Dakota % - May 1888! 11 | 104 532 
Georgi 3 | | April 1888, 6 42 390 
Mine ++» |Oetober 2 1887 58 364 6,989 
Indian .. (April 5, 1888) 81 | 166) 2,617 
Towa -- October 1887) 50 275) 8,601 
Kansas May 1888) 80 177) 1,875 
Kentucky - May 1888 23 | 111 1,514 
Louisiana ‘February 17,1888) 4) 6 805 
Maine.... .|May 2, 8, 1888, 17 | 170, 2,065 
Maryland. . -|November 22, 1887, 7/| $8) 819 
Mass. and R. I. . - |October 26, 1888) 41 | 594 7,563 
Michigan.... . .|May 15, 16, 1888} 89 | 222 8,923 
Minnesota. .|June 25, 26, 1888! 20 | 140) 1,689 

i i -| February 7, 1888) 191 |. 

-|May 8, 1888 2,873 |. 

-|\Org. May 14, 1888 +... 202 | .. 

April 10, 1888] 18 | 118) 1,002 | 

New Ham -|September 27,1887) 9 > 1,836 


May 8) 1888] 14 53) 1;267 
October 11, 1887) 56 | 534) 7,994 
August 1, 2, 1888; 8] 21] 208 


New Jer 
North Carolina . 


Ohio + |October 11, 1887) 44 | 456) 5, 643 5 
Oregon. .. + ««-/Org. April 18/1887)" 8) |o2...] sees 
Pennsylvania .. |May 22, 28, 1888 61 | 515) 
Tennessee. .-|May 8, 1888) 14 | 81) 
Texas.. .. ..|April 18, 1888) 22 | 98) 
‘Vermont. |June 12, 1888) 10 | 82) 
Virginia .. -|Noyember 24, 1887} 16 | 43 


Washington Tervitory.. June 8, 1888) 5 
West Virginia. : -|May 9, 1888} 9 
Wisconsin. -| October 11, 1887) 20 | 92 
3 
8 


Wyoming Terri ory.-.. Org. March 8, 1888 2s 

Gr. Encampment v. Sil aes Sel Oe er emer 28 | 121] 1,519 

Total in United States.. 815 |5213, 75,748 [2670] 71 
Ohnediansi cheba \July 12, 1887| 31 | 66, 918 
England and Wales. ...)/ May 11, 1888] 137}....| 2,925 


( Darter eee enh 
(imo, Ont, Deo. | 4 [+++] 1,282 |----]---- 
-|Mareh 18, 1888! 10 |.... 460 


Ireland 


Scotlanc 


*In two years. 


58 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


This table shows that two new Grand Cominanderies have 
been organized since my last report, and both in 1888, namely, 
in Montana and in Washington Territories—making the pres- 
ent number of Grand Commanderies in the United States to 
be 37, having a total membership, including those immedi- 
ately under the Grand Encampment, of 75,745. 

Of these Grand Bodies, 26 have held their Annual Con- 
clayes in 1888, and their reports present several interesting 
facts. Seven have less than 300 members each; ten have 
less than 400; twelve have less than 550 members each, and 
among these Dakota leads, with 532 members in other 
words, there are twelve Grand Commanderies, constituents 
of the Grand Encampment, neither one of which hag as 
large a membership as Boston Commandery alone, by 97. 

If we look a little further in this (dlirection, it appears that 
there are 17 Grand Commanderies whose total monber iy 
Aggresates 7,583, while that of Massachusetts cond Ae 

sland alone reaches 7,563, a difference in favor of the 
of only 20. : 3 

All a these jurisdictions show a gain in ree oxo 

°nnecticut, Louisiana, Mississippi, Misenat, \ ape a 

Visconsin ; these lose 12. 2, 12, 1, 2, 42, respective y, as 
Pared with my report in 1887. 

The gains are, Reinstated, 215; 
968; Created or Knighted, 5,213; 
6404, 


Restored, 8 ; Aftiliated, 
making a total gain of 


Th aa 557: Suspended, 929 ; Stricken 
e losses ar 1,55 pusy E 
mcs ane pps ? Suspended for Unmasonic 


om the 1 - Excluded, 5; ; 
Onduct, en a9; Died, 9565 making a total loss 
of 3,511, but showing a total net gain of 2,893. 2 
_ In the foregoing statement, in table and statistics, I have 
Meludeq 6 Commanderies, and allowed them 248 le 
at had not reported to the Grand Recorder of the Grane 
“Neampment up to October 17th, 1888. ; 
The result makes the total number of Knights Templars 
affiliated in the United States to be 75,748. If, add to this 
anada, 918, and 222 for the Encampments of St. John and 
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of St. Stephen, under the Chapter General of Scotland, in 
New Brunswick, and there are 76,879 Knights Templars en- 
rolled in America. 

A slight discrepancy in the item of gains appears, but this 
arises principally from delinquency in making returns. 

The conservativeness, almost exclusiveness, of the Great 
Priories of England and Wales, Ireland and Scotland, gives 
slight reason for changing the figures credited to them. The 
former has 137 Priories on the roll, but 30 of these are sus- 
pended for delinquency in making returns, for periods rang- 
ing from 1 to 19 years. 

Two Preceptories, not included in former reports, have 
been chartered, one in England, the other in Durban, Colony 
Natal, South Africa. In other respects there is no change to 
report in either jurisdiction. 


Courteously submitted, 


ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 


Grand Recorder. 


The report was accepted and so much as relates 
to finance referred to the Committee on Finance. 


ON TRIENNIAL, 1889. 


In Granp Commanpery, K. T., Massacuuserrs anp RHopE Isnanp. , 
Boston, October 26, 1888. 


The Committee appointed at the Semi-Annual Conclave in May, ‘on 
so much of the Right Eminent Grand Commander’s Address as related 
to the Twenty-fourth Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States, which is to be held in Washington, D. C., com- 
mencing October 8th, 1889,” haying given the subject due considera- 
tion respectfully submit their report thereon: 

The first suggestion was, ‘that the several Subordinate Command- 
eries within this jurisdiction which may visit Washington on that 
occasion should unite and form a Battalion, to be known as the Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island Battalion of Knights Templars.” 

The advantages of such organization are so apparent to the Committee 


that they earnestly recommend its adoption, under rules and regula- 
8 
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tions to be hereafter announced, simply Gondueive to harmony, disei- 
pline, and efficiency of service as escort to the Grand Commandery of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and if this proposition be adopted, 
then no permission shall be given to any Subordinate Commandery to 
parade on said occasion except as a part of said Battalion. 

The second recommendation was the securing of “ample and con- 
venient headquarters” in Washington for the use of this Grand Body 
during the Triennial Conclave of the Grand Enewnpment of the United 
States. That duty has been duly attended to, the Committee have 
secured good headquarters at the Riggs House, opposite the ‘Treasury, 
Building, on Fifteenth St. The headquarters will consist of three 
large rooms, thrown open as one room, having five windows, situated 
on the second floor directly over the front entrance of the hotel on 
Fifteenth St, Accommodations for a limited number of Sir Knights 
haye also been secured at the same hotel at regular prices, and a request 
for the assignment to us of as many more : on 
arranged, until we are all provided for, has been preferred, and will be 
respected by the proprietor. 

The details of this matte ‘ 
about successful results, hence your Comuinittee ask 
ther time, with full powers to carry out the matters 


accommodations as can be 


y will require continnous work to bring 
to be granted fur- 
above reported. 


us 


Courteously Yours, 


N L. STEVENSON, 
Onn at G. STINESS, ? Committee. 
Wy. H. H. SOULE, a) 


BE. Sir Samuel G. Stiness asked that before taking 
the question on the foregoing report he might have 
Permission to offer a resolution. 

This being granted, he offered the following: 
dery of Massachusetts and Rhode 


of the Grand Encampment of the 
D. C., October 8, 1889. 


Resolved, That the Grand Comman 
sland attend the Triennial Conclave 
hited States, to be held in Washington, 


On motion, it was yoted that the resolution be 
; 


adopted, 


The question was then taken on the report, which 
was accepted and the requests of the Committee were 
granted, 
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A special report on property of the Grand Com- 
mandery was made by E. Sir James H. Upham, 
Grand Treasurer, and the entire subject was referred 
to a Committee, consisting of R. E. Sir William H. 
Kent, R. EF. Sir George H. Burnham, and R. E. Sir 
Edward P. Chapin. 


ANNUAL ADDRESS. 
Sir Nnights : 

The year just passed records no startling events within 
our Grand Jurisdiction. I can, however, report a prosperous 
year with the best of feeling prevailing and a goodly zeal to 
promote the best interests of Templar Masonry. 

Let us, therefore, return to Him, the God of our fathers, 
who ruleth all things, that meed of praise due from the 
creature to his Creator, and beseech his continued guidance 
and blessing. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


In June last, I received from the Grand Recorder of Ten- 
nessee a copy of the action of their Grand Body, pointing 
out the errors, ete., in the new ritual. I forwarded this 
communication at once to our Committee on Ritual for their 
inspection. I have since received from Em. Sir W. D. Pool, 
our Grand Representative of Tennessee, a communication 
on the same subject, which I have placed in the hands of the 
Grand Recorder. 


DISPENSATIONS. 


I have granted the following dispensations since the Semi- 
Annual Conclave : 


Jerusalem Commandery to ballot at a special Conclave, 
May 31st, upon petitions received at the regular Conclave in 
April and held in abeyance by my order of May 1st. 

Milford, Holy Sepulchre and Washington Commanderies 
to appear in full regalia, without banners or music, for the 
purpose of attending Divine service St. John’s day, June 24th. 
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South Shore and Natick Commanderies to fill vacancies in 
offices below that of Em. Commander, which were not filled 
at annual election. 

Calvary Commandery to hold its stated Conclave in No- 
vember next on the 7th, instead of the 6th of the month, on 
account of the Presidential election. 

Tn four instances permission has been given to ballot upon 
petitions for the orders in less than the constitutional time, 
provided, in all cases, that due notice of the proposed action 
was upon the call for the Conclave. 

Thaye granted permission to the following Commanderies 
to appear in public in full regalia with banners and music : 

Worcester County Commandery to make a pilgrimage to 
Providence June 25th, and Calvary Commandery to receive 
and entertain them. 

Haverhill Commandery to parade and visit the Isles of 
Shoals June 20th and 21st. 

Joseph Warren Commandery to parade and make a fra- 
ternal visit to Washington Commandery of Newport June 
28th, and return the following day. 

Washington Commandery to parade as escort to the M. 
W. Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, June 25th, and to receive 
and entertain Joseph Warren Commandery, June 28th. 

Jerusalem and Sutton Commanderies to parade in the 
cities of Fitchburg and New Bedford, June 26th and 27th, 
for the purpose of exchanging Knightly courtesies. : 

Trinity Commandery of Hudson to receive and entertain, 
Sept. 12th, 13th, 14th, Trinity Commandery of Augusta, and 
laine Commandery of Gardiner, Maine. 

St. Paul, Connecticut Valley, Athol, and Jerusalem Com- 
Manderies to parade and extend Knightly hospitality. to 
Trinity Commandery of Hudson and its guests from Maine. 

ashington and Bay State Commanderies to parade in 
Newport and Brockton, Sept. 24th and 25th, for the purpose 
of exchanging Knightly courtesies. 

orcester County Commandery to act as escort, July 4th, 
to the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, the occasion 
being the laying of the corner stone of Town Hall and School 


Building at Southbridge. 


OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 63 


Calvary Commandery to parade as escort to the M. W. 
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island for the purpose of laying the 
corner stone of the new Town Hall in East Providence. 

St. John’s Commandery, June 26th, 27th and 28th, to travel 
in Templar costume and to parade in such places in New 
Hampshire and Maine as desired by the sister command- 
eries, whose guests they became. 

Hugh de Payens Commandery to make a pilgrimage to 
Concord, Centre Harbor, and Dover, New Hampshire, Sept. 
17th, 18th, and 19th. 

Bethany Commandery to make a pilgrimage to Portland 
and Bath, Maine, Sept. 5th and 6th. Also, Sept. 11th, to 
yeceive and entertain Commanderies from Gardiner and 
Augusta on their way to Hudson. 

Natick Commandery to make a pilgrimage to Dover and 
Centre Harbor, Oct. 11th and 12th. 

Permission has been cordially granted by the Rt. En. 
Grand Commanders of Maine and New Hampshire for the 
several Commanderies to enter and pass through their juris- 
dictions, and their courtesy has been reciprocated by me 
whenever occasion offered. 

The growing frequency for public parades is a matter for 
serious reflection. I beg you to recall the earnest words of 
my immediate predecessor upon this subject, and to seriously 
consider whether the tendency of such ostentation is to ad- 
yance thé usefulness and preserve the dignity of our order. 


VISITATIONS. 

From the returns made to me by inspecting officers and 
from my own observations, I am able to report that the sev- 
eral Commanderies of the jurisdiction are ina flourishing 
condition financially, and doing a fair amount of work, The 
majority of the Commanderies have submitted to the inevi- 
table and are using the new ritual. Wherever the old ritual 
is used it is by officers who were elected and had committed 
the old work previous to the promulgation of the new. 
When a change of officers is made Iam assured that the 
new ritual will be adopted. 
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The visiting officers have everywhere been received with 
courtesy and respect, and the affairs of the Subordinate 
Commanderies are in loyal hands. 


FLORIDA RELIEF FUND. 


On the 20th of September I issued the following circular 
letter, asking aid for our fever-stricken brothers in Jackson- 
ville : 


Granp Commanprry or Knicurs TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT OR- 
DERS OF Massacnuserrs AND Ruopr Isvanp. 


Lynn, Mass., Sept. 20th, 1888. 


eral Commanderies 


To the Em. Commander and Members of the sev 
i our Jurisdiction : 


Greene ; 


onville, Florida, 


An appeal has been made from our Fraters in Jac le, J d 
Py Dr. Mallett, E. C. of Damascus Commandery, K. T., for aid in main- 
‘’ining a hospital for “yellow fever patients” from amons our stricken 
brethren, 


The sum of twenty thousand dollars is needed for this purpose, and 
I therefore ask you and each of you to contribute as liberally as you 
can, in such way as seems to you best, and send all contributions to * 

ix James H, Upham, Grand ‘Treasurer, Dorchester, Mass. who “h 
receive and forward any and all sums to the proper authorities mm Jack- 
Sonville, 


“Let your alms be speedy, and of a cheerful heart,” that they may 
20 the most good. 
GEORGE H. ALLEN, 


Grand Commander. 
Attest: 
Aurrep FP, Onapman, 
(sean. i Grand Recorder. 

You will see by the report of the G rand Treasurer that the 
Pe Knights of Massachusetts and Rhode Island made a 
i rompt and generous response to this appeal from their 
taters in the South, upon whom the hand of affliction has 
en so heavily laid. 
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NOTIFYING, 


Having carefully observed the effect of the resolution 
adopted in 1887, see printed proceeding 1887, page 61, I am 
satisfied that it does not cure any defect, real or apparent, in 
notifying the members of the Conclaves of this Grand Com- 
mandery, neither does it improve the official intercourse with 
the Commanderies. It has been the custom of the Grand 
Recorder to notify all members, including Past Eminent 
Commanders, of the Grand Commandery, from lists made 
up from the annual returns, and to this extent the resolution 
has no effect; but the clanse requiring “ that all official busi- 
ness with a Subordinate Commandery be sent through the 
Em. Commander thereof” puts it wpon that officer to do a 
class of work which is included among the traditional duties 
of the Recorder. 

Art. 2d, See. 5 of the Grand Constitution of this Grand 
Commandery, says, “The Commander of a Subordinate Com- 
mandery has it in special charge to see that the by-laws of 
his Commandery and this Grand Constitution are duly ob- 
served; that accurate records are kept, and just accounts 
rendered; that regular returns to this Grand Commandery 
are made annually, and that the annual dues are promptly 
paid.” This involves certain clerical work belonging to the 
Recorder, for which that officer should be held accountable, 
and primarily by the Em. Commander, whose duty it is to 
see that it is done. 

The returns and the printed proceedings show that a num- 
ber of the Commanderies change or elect new Commanders 
annually, whereas Recorders are retained for years and be- 
come thoroughly familiar with the routine duties of their 
office. If they are in any respect delinquent, the Com- 
mander has the Constitutional right to require the discharge 
of duty, and if he fails to do this, it is not likely that better 
service can be had by sending all official business with the 
Commandery through him. 

In addition to this, several Recorders are Past Command- 
ers, and are so much the better qualified for their clerical 
work. 
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The facts further show that several Commandecries elect 
officers in October, and this as a rule after the time when the 
notices for the Annual Conclave should be made. The result 
is some have been notified who are not members of the Grand 
Commandery at this Conclave, while others who are may not 
have been. 

I see no better or more certain method of notifying the 
first three officers of the Commanderies than by the old 
method of sending notices to the Recorder and then leave 
it to the government of each body to enforce delivery. The 
Recorders know when change of officers occur, a facet which 
is always slow to reach the Grand Recorder's office, and this 
latter is demonstrated by at least three cases in this month. 

To secure the best service in notifying you, also resolved, 
“That the Recorders of Subordinate Commanderies be re- 
quired to forward to the Grand Recorder within five days 
after the installation, a list of the newly installed officers, 
with their post-office address.” 

Inquiry shows that this has been done in only one case, 
and this was ten days after the Grand Recorder’s notices 
had been mailed. . . 

Tf the constitutional provisions now e> ting are enforced 
and returns are promptly made, errors and omissions in no- 
tifying will be reduced to a minimun. 


DIGEST. 

I wish to remind you that copies of the new * Digest,” ete., 
May be had of the Grand Recorder. It is a valuable book 
of reference for all interested in Templar Law. 

INSURANCE. 


No provision has yet been made for the storage and insur- 
ance of the Banner. I mention this in order that, if you 
desire, some action may be taken with regard to it to-day. 


FINANCES. 


T congratulate you upon our financial prosperity as shown 
y the Grand Treasurer's report. In this connection I would 
remind you that it would greatly facilitate the labor of the 
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Grand Treasurer and Grand Recorder, if the annual returns 
from the Subordinate Commanderies were more promptly 
made. 

TRIENNIAL. 


An able committee was appointed at the last Annual Con- 
clave to consider the apparent defects in the new ritual, and 
point ont such additional imperfections as were developed 
in the use of it. I would suggest that a special committee, 
outside the Grand Council, be appointed to take up the rec- 
ommendations in their report and present them at the ap- 
proaching Triennial. 

Tam led to make this suggestion because our very distin- 
guished Past Grand Commander, Benj. Dean, when Grand 
Master of the Grand Encampment, furnished the foundation 
for this new ritual. And it would seem eminently fitting, 
in view of the undoubted review of the whole matter, the 
probable legislation on this subject and kindred matters, the 
disturbed feeling relative to the promulgation of the ritual, 
and the not unlikely consideration of the relation of the 
Grand Bodies to the Grand Encampment, that this Grand 
Body should be represented by a special committee, com- 
posed of our best talent and ability, upon the floor of the 
Grand Asylum. 

It is very probable that subjects of greater importance 
than ever came before the Grand Encampment may be pre- 
sented, and our Grand Body, which was the originator of 
this Grand Encampment, should be represented by a com- 
mittee having these matters particularly in charge. 


And now, Sir Knights, as I surrender the charge to which 
T was unanimously commissioned one year ago, I would: 
tender you the lasting acknowledgments of a grateful heart, 
and thank you for the courtesy and kindness which makes 
so pleasant the remembrance of my official year. 


““A lasting blessing rest 
Upon your labors, prospering more and more ; 
God’s largest gifts and best 
Fill to the brim your basket and your store.” 
9 
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On motion of V. E. Sir E. L. Freeman, the ad- 
dress was accepted and referred to Committees as 
follows : 


1. So much of the address as refers to notifying members of the 
Grand Commandery, to a Committee of three: Geo. H. Burnham, G, i 
W. Fay. H. E. Boynton. 

2. So muchas refers to insurance and storage of Banner, to the Conaae 
mittee on Finance, 


3. So much as refers to the Ritual, to the Committee on Ritual. 

4, The remainder to a Committee of three: E. P. Chapin, H. W. 
Rugg, J. M. Gleason. 

FINANCE REPORT. 

Graxp Commanpery oF MassACHUSETTS AND RuHovE IsuanD. 
Bosron, October 26, 1888. 
The Committee on Finance have duly examined the books ang a 
Counts of the Grand Recorder, Grand Treasure® and Trustees w a 
Grand Fund, by which it appears that the receipts of the Grand 


Corder haye been : 


ftom returns of Subordinate Commanderies, 
« 6c 6c ee ne 


for 1887..----- 
e 


Other publications...------7e777 
Charter of Beauseant Commandery..----+-*7*"""" 


& 


The receipts of the Grand Treasurer from the Grand Re- 


corder amount to. 


$16 10 


but Will not appear in the Grand Treasurer's Report for this year. 


Report of the Grand Treasurer. 


in te 
Mount on hand Oct. 26, 1887----------7 co Be i 
2 


Fae 
Celved from Grand Recorder..----+--- c 
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Income from Grand Fund 764 11 
Rebate, error on bill paid 18 00 
Interest on Bank deposits. ........ 060 cee ee eee eee renee eens 86 19 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


As per vouchers, duly approved 
Balance on hand to new account.. 


Report of the Trustees of the Grand Fund. 


We have also examined the books and accounts of the Grand Fund, 
and find them correctly cast and properly vouched. The amount of 
the Grand Fund is, as reported, $17,417.96. 

We recommend that the salaries of the Grand Treasurer and Grand 
Recorder for the ensuing year be: 


Grand Treasurer, $100; Grand Recorder, $400. 


Your Committee in examining these accounts find themselves con- 
siderably embarrassed for want of certain information, more particu- 
larly in verifying the sale of Diplomas, ete., and recommend that here- 
after the Grand Recorder in his report furnish a list of property on 
hand, viz., Diplomas, Publications, and other property which is subject 
to sale; also that each Subordinate Commandery report the number 
purchased during the year. And your Committee further suggest that 
owing to the limited time under the present custom of its appointment 
afforded them for a careful and proper examination of the books and 
accounts of its various officers, the propriety of appointing the Finance 
Committee at the commencement of the year, and thus enable them to 
complete their examination of the books and property before the An- 
nual Conclave. 

Respectfully submitted, 


i. P. CHAPIN, 
JOSEPH W. HILL, 
R. JAS. TATMAN. 


On motion, it was voted to accept the report and 
to adopt the recommendations. 


AT REFRESHMENT. 


The Committee on Collation reported, and at onn 


ca 


= 
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o’clock the Grand Commander ordered an intermis- 
sion for refreshments to be served in the Banquet 
Hall, until 


TWO 0’CLOCK. 


The time for refreshment having passed, the Sir 
Knights were called to order in the Asylum, and 
the business was proceeded with. 


BANNER CONSECRATED. 


In accordance with the vote passed at the Semt- 
Annual Conclave in May, 1885, the Banner of the 
Grand Commandery was duly consecrated. 


The lines being formed in due array, the R. E. 
Grand Commander, Sir George H. Allen, and the 
E. Grand Prelate, Rev. Sir John W. Dadmun, per- 
formed the ceremonies of Consecration, according 
to the established ritual. 


The Banner was formally saluted and placed in 
charge of the E. Grand Standard Bearer. 


E. Sir Charles E. Peirce offered the following 
order, and on motion it was adopted : 


That the Em. Grand Treasurer be a Committee of one, for the pur- 
Dose of having prepared and displayed upon the staff of the Banner 
this day consecrated, a plate bearing the following inseription : 


PRESENTED TO THE 
Granp Commanpery oF Knyicurs TRMPLARS 
or Massacuuserrs AND Ruopr Isnanp, 
ny R. Em. Sm Grorcr H. ALLEN, 
Granp COMMANDER, 
May 25rH, 1888. 
CONSECRATED 
OcroBer 26rH, 1888. 
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ON JURISDICTION. 


To the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island: 


The Committee to whom was referred the motion of E. Sir oO, A. 
Fay, at the last Semi-Annual Conclave, that Athol Commandery at 
Athol be granted concurrent jurisdietion with Jerusalem Commandery 
at Fitehburg over the town of Gardner, respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing report : 


After listening to the representatives of the two Commanderies and 
giving the subject the most careful attention, your Committee find 
that while Gardner is a trifle nearer Fitchburg than it is to Athol, yet 
the consideration of distance merely would be no stronger in favor of 
Fitchburg than the same consideration was in favor of Athol in the 
Winchendon case decided at the last Semi-Annual Conclave; and the 
Athol Commandery claim that if there is to bea concurrent belt, or 
zone, or even isolated points lying practically on the dividing line be- 
tween the two Commanderies that would include Winchendon, it ought 
also to include Gardner. Gardner, Winchendon and Athol are all in 
the same capitular district, and Masonic association might lead cer- 
tain applicants to prefer Athol to Jerusalem Commandery, while con- 
siderations of distance and accessibility are practically the same as to 
both Commanderies. 


Under such cireumstances believing that the preferences of appli- 
eants might most properly be indulged—that Jerusalem Commandery 
having obtained concurrent jurisdiction with Athol Commandery over 
Winchendon, it would be only fair and right to offset such loss to 
Athol Commandery of exclusive jurisdiction, by granting it concurrent 
jurisdiction oyer Gardner, which is now in the exclusive jurisdiction 
of Jerusalem Commandery, and last, but by no means least, being 
thoroughly persuaded and convinced that granting such concurrent 
jurisdiction would inure most to Knightly harmony in that locality, 
your Committee recommend that hereafter Athol Commandery at 
Athol and Jerusalem Commandery at Fitchburg have concurrent juris- 
diction over the town of Gardner. 


HORATIO ROGERS,). t 
E. C. MARTIN, i Committee. 


Voted to accept the report and to adopt the rec- 
ommendation. 


Voted, To give to Mrs. M. M. Noyes, widow of the late Grand Pre- 
late, Rev. Sir George S. Noyes, the sum of Fifty Dollars, and the 
Grand Treasurer is hereby authorized to pay the same. 


bes 
nw 
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On motion of E. Sir J. H. Upham, it was 


Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be, and is hereby authorized to 
pay to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, Pitty Dollars, each. 


ELECTION OF GRAND OFFICERS. 


The hour for the election of Grand Officers (2.30 
P.M.) having arrived, the R. E. Grand Commander 
invited R. E. Sir Henry W. Rugg, Past G rand Com- 
mander, to preside during the election and to install 
the officers, 

TELLERS. 

1. E. Sirs Geo. E. Stacy, Samuel G. Stiness, Eu- 
gene H. Richards. : 

2. B. Sirs Albert C. Smith, Arthur W. Dennis, 


Wm. R. Walker. ; — 
3. E. Sirs John L. Stevenson, George W. Fay. 
it was found that V. 


On i Jeclared, ‘e 
pecete, being © d R. E. Grand 


Sir Edward L. Freeman was electe 
Commander with great unanimity. 


R. E. Sirs Edward P. Chapin and George H. Burn- 
am Were appointed a Committee to wait upon and 
Mtroduce the R. EB. Grand Commander elect into 

He Grand Asylum, where he was informed, offi- 
ally, of his election, in complimentary terms ; 
Whereupon ihe expressed his high appreciation of 
the honor conferred upon him, and thanked the Sir 

Nights for their favor and consideration. 

Pollowing this he was at once installed into office, 
the prayer of installation being offered by the E. 
rand Prelate. 
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R. E. Sir Henry W. Rugg, by request, concluded 
the election and installation ceremonies. 


GRAND OFFICERS ELECTED. 


Sir E. L. Freeman, Central Falls, R. I...R. E. Grand Commander. 

Sir James Sworvs, Boston, Mass.........V. E. D. Grand Commander. 

Sir Jonn P. Sanporn, Newport, R. I. . Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir R. H. Cuampervat, Worcester, M: BE. Grand Captain-General. 

Sir Rev. Joun W. Dapaun, Boston, Mass.E. Grand Prelate. 

Sir W. H. H. Soune, South Boston, Mass. E. Grand Senior Warden. 

Sir H. E. Boynron, Charlestown, Mass...E. Grand Junior Warden. 

Sir James H. Urnam, Dorchester, Mass..E. Grand Treasurer. 

Sir Aurrep F. Cnapman, Boston, Mass..E. Grand Recorder. 

E Sir Samven C. Lawrence, Medford, Mass., Trustee of Grand Fund 
for Three Years. 


GRAND OFFICERS APPOINTED. 


Sir Naruan S. Kimpaun, Haverhill, Mass. E. Grand Standard Bearer. 
Sir Cuarues C. Fry, Lynn, Mass....... E. Grand Sword Bearer. 
Sir Anvorp O. Mines, Providence, R. I... Grand Warder. 
Sir Eveenr H. Rrcnarps, Boston, Mass... Grand Captain of Guards. 
E. Sir Wu. R. Wanker, Pawtucket, R. I. 
E. Sir Epwiy Wuiaur, Boston, Mass..... ' Grand Lecturers. 
E. Sir S. B. Spooner, Springfield, Mass.. 
E. Sir Eucene Srevens, Providence, R. I.,Grand Sentinel. 

E. Sir Wyzeman Marshall assisted as Grand Mar- 
shal and made the official proclamation. 


COMMITTEES APPOINTED. 
ON CREDENTIALS. 
E. Sirs Robert 8. Franklin, John Hillis, D. Frank Robinson. 


ON PRINTING. 

E. Sirs Stillman White, Charles E. Peirce, Alfred F. Chapman. 
ON BY-LAWS. 

BE. Sirs Wm. D. Pool, Horatio Rogers, Daniel Upton. 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman, R. E. Sir Rey. Henry W. Rugg, E. Sir 
Rey. John W. Dadmun. 
ON FINANCE. 
R. E. Sir Edward P. Chapin, E. Sir R. James Tatman, E. Sir Clinton 
D. Sellew. 
ABSENTEES. 


The E. Grand Sword Bearer, Sir Charles C. Fry, 
and E, Sir Samuel B. Spooner, Grand Lecturer, were 
not present to be installed. 


ON WEARING COSTUME. 
On motion of E. Sir Eugene H. Richards, 


Voted, That a Committee of five be appointed to consider what 
means em be taken to enforce a more general procnring and wearing 
of uniforms by Sir Knights at the Conclaves of their respective Com- 
manderies, and report at the Semi-Annual Conclave in May next. 

5 

The Grand Commander appointed the following 

Committee: E. Eugene H. Richards, FE. Newton 
E : (3 i 4 ) 

D, Arnold, E. Charles G Read, R. E. Charles C. 
y eng) 4 4s oe 

Hutchinson, E, Samuel G. Stiness. 


BY-LAWS. 
In Granp ComMANDERY. 

Bosron, October 26, 1888. 

7 ‘gy Tepvip hiss 
To the R, E. Grand Commander and Sir Knights: 

-Laws have examined ‘certain amendments 
Commandery.” 

y conflict with the Grand Constitu- 

e therefore cheerfully reeommend 


The Committee on By 
to the By-Laws of Hugh de Payens 
The slight changes made in no We. 
lon, or Masonic Templar usage, W 
their approval. ; 
Courteously submitted, 

WM. D. POOL, Committee 

Wie wagner, ton 
NATHAN J. SIMONDS,) By-Laws. 


Adopted. 


1 
or 
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In Granp CoMMANDERY. 
Boston, October 26, 1888. 
To the R. LE. Grand Commander and Sir Knights: 


Certain amendments to the By-Laws of St. Omer Commandery, have 
been received by the Committee on By-Laws. 

Your Committee have examined the several amendments, and are 
satisfied they are in harmony with the Grand Constitution, and there- 
fore cheerfully recommend their approyal by this Grand Body. 


Courteously submitted, 


WM. D. POOL, 1 Committee 
EDWIN WRIGHT,) on By-Laws. 


Adopted. 


Moved by E. Sir Charles E. Peirce, and 


Voted, That a Committee of three be appointed to prescribe the Uni- 
form they would recommend to be worn by the officers and Sir Knights 
belonging to this jurisdiction, the insignia of rank excepted, with in- 
structions to report at the Semi-Annual in May next. 


The following Committee was appointed by the 
R. E. Grand Commander: FE. Charles E. Peirce, 
R. E. Nicholas Van Slyck, E. James M. Gleason. 


A communication was presented from the Grand 
Commandery of Tennessee, relating to the ritual of 
the Grand Encampment of the United States. 


Voted that it be referred to the Committee on 
Ritual. 


The business of the Conclave being concluded, the 
R. E. Grand Commander thanked the Sir Knights 
for their attendance and attention during the large 
and harmonious session. 


The Sir Knights then joined in devotions with 
10 
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Villian Sewall [hau et. 


Born IN HanLowett, MzE., Ocroner 1, 1827. 


Diep in Nrewroy, Mass., Aprim 4, 1888. 


. Granpd Masrer or Masons In Massacuuserts, 
1869-71. 


R.°. E.. Granp Commanper or Kyicurs Trmpnars In Mas- 
SACHUSETTS AND RuopE Istanp, 1863-64. 


M.:. E.. Granp Master or THE Granp Encampment, K.°. T.., 
H 


Unirrp Starrs, 1869-70-71. 


Learned in Freemasonry and in the Law, he was distinguished in 
both. 


M. E. Sir James Hurcutsoy, 
Sir Wu. 8. Jonnson, 

** Tiawnarus V. REnNNoN, 

*¢ Wanrer B. Ranpaun. 


Boston Commandery. 


1 LurHer W. BennNett, 
“ Hosea IF. WHIDDEN, 
“* GrorGE S. JonEs, 

« Winn1am SAwYeEr, 

‘© Wint1am BRADFORD, 
«© Winn1am L. B. Rosryson, 
‘© Winiram Sonomon, 

“© JoserH KING, 

«© Samuen W. Currrorp, 
‘© Anpert J. Mrerrmn, 
“© Joun Locke, 

«© Jostan 8. Ropryson, 
« Apert IF, ALLEN, 
James H. FRasuer, 

“ Epwarp L. Nicuons. 


Sir Winn1am H. Ames. 


Sir Wm. Lamont WHEELER. 


Sir Cuarues W. Moopy, 

3 
‘© JosrrH B. Lawrence, 
** OrnLANDO WEATHERBER, 


St. John’s Commandery. Sir G. Watrer Goss, 


Newburyport Commandery. 


Washington Commandery. 


Worcester County Commandery. 


“© Gustavus E. Tart, 
‘© Noan H. Jones. 


Springfield Commandery. 


Sir Rogerr Morris, 
“© W. H. Moors, 
“OW, A. Funuer, 
“ Amos Can. 


DeMolay Commandery. 


Sir Epwarp M. Ames, 

** Prrer E, Doniiver, 

Hersert A. SPEARE, 

Francis Moranp1, 

Epwarp §, Hamnr, 

Henry Boyp, 

“* Cuarues B. Rice, 

‘© PaRKER ©. BURBANK, 
Martporover Wintams, P EC. 
Erastus W. Leavens. 


‘ 
« 
‘ 


“ 


“ 
“ 
Holy Sepulchre Commandery. 


Sir Jonn W. Trneuey, 
“* Joun G. ALLEN, 
** ALFRED SHERMAN. 


Pilgrim Commandery. 


Sir A. J. Harrison, 

** Jorn SpAvLDING, 

«« 7. J. Marsa, 

‘© Winnram 8. Garver, P. E. C., 
“© Winnram WAnKER. 


Palestine Commandery. 


Sir Beysasun C. Purnam, 
‘© Synvester ForRIsTaLL, 
“* George H. Marpen, P. E. C., 
“* Henry Noyes. 
Milford Commandery. 

Sir Henry P. Youne, 
“ THropore ‘I, ANDREWS. 

St. Bernard Commandery. 


Sir J. L. Wurwrrz, 
“* Wm. S. Garpyer, Honorary, 
“ C. L. Sarr. 


Calvary Commandery. 


Sir Duncan Campsenn, 

“ Curistopuer HonpEn, 

“ Joun P, Luruer, P. E. C., 

“ Samurn F. Hiro. 
Haverhill Commandery. 


Sir James E. Ganz, P. E. C., 
“ James R. Nicwoxs, 
“ Horace M, WiGHTMAN. 


Old Colony Commandery. 
Sir Josuua BE. Cranz. 


Sutton Commandery. 


Se Cyrus W. Prasn, 
Wintras T. Sours, P. B. C. 


Bethany Commandery. 


Sir Craston ©, Barker, 


& 
Day Dana, 


Epwarp A, Wiser, 
Wiis B. Pearson, 
James B. Wiacr. 


« 


Winslow Lewis Commandery. 


Sir Menyin E. Docxnam. 


Hugh de Payens Commandery. 


Sir Winniam W. Sawyer, 
** Hersvert H. WESTGATE, 
** ALFRED Turts, 

“* Henry E. Ronrxson. 


St. Omer Commandery. 
Sir Watrer N. J BY, 
‘* Ezra G. Roprnson, 


*¢ Joun C. Farnuam, 
«© Epwarp H. Brarnarp, P. E. C. 


Woonsocket Commandery. 


Sir Sawcen S. Wurrer, P. E. C., 
‘© Roserr F. Larimer, P. E. C., 
“« Srewarr Lrrre. 


Godfrey de Bouillon Commandery. 
Sir James Davis. 


Narragansett Commandery. 


Sir Exisna C. Cnarke, 
“© Tsaac R. GAvErT. 


William Parkman Commandery. 
Sir Tuomas Bonp. 
Bristol Commandery. 


Sir Cuantes E. Sanrn, P. E. C., 
« Joun R. Peckuam. 


Northampton Commandery. 
Sir Epwarp A. Brooks. 

South Shore Commandery. 
Sir Leavirr Bares. 


Trinity Commandcry. 


Sir MarsHann P. Roarrs. 


Natick Commandery. 


Sir S. O. Dantets, P. E. C., 
«* R. T. Brooks, 
“¢ Bh. M. Parprs. 


Ceur de Lion Commandery. 


Sir Grorce O. Winey, 
‘© Moses Hunt, 

** Epwarp A. Davis, 
“ Epwin Srsrey, 

‘* Groner H. Marven. 


Gethsemane Conimandery. 


Sir E. H. Pennessry. 


Olivet Commandery. 


Sir Woopzcry S. Prentiss. 


Bay State Commandery. 
Sir Frank H. Many. 
Cyprus Commandery. 


Sir Extrs_H. Wimu1ams, 
“ Moses N. Gaap, P. E. C. 


Beauseant Commandery. 


Sir Jonn A. Burren, 
‘© GrorcE 'T, CovEeRty. 


ORGANIZATION 


OF THE’ 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS 


AND APPENDANT ORDERS 
Of MaksachuSett2 und Rhode J2lund- 


OCTOBER 26, 1888. 


Sm EDWARD L. FREEMAN, Centran Fatrs, R. 1, 
R. FE. Grand Commander. 


Smr JAMES SWORDS, Bosron, Mass., 
V. E. Deputy Grand Commander. 
Sm JOHN P. SANBORN, Newront, R. L., 
LE. Grand Generalissimo. 
Srr ROBERT H. CHAMBERLAIN, Worcester, Mass., 

L. Grand Captain-Generat. 

Sm Rey. JOHN W. DADMUN, Bosron, Mass., 

£. Grand Prelate. 

Sir W. H. H. SOULE, Sours Boston, Mass., 

2. Grand Senior Warden. 


Sm HORACE E. BOYNTON, Cuartestown, Mass., 
£E. Grand Junior Warden. 


E. Sir Avrrep F. CHAPMAN, 


CREDENTIALS. 
B. Sirs Ropr. §, Franxury, Joun Hruwis, D. F. Rostyson. 
PRINTING. 


E. Sins Stirmmaxy Wurre, Cuas. E. Perron, Aurrep F. Carman. 
E. Sirs Wa. D. Poon, Horario Rogers, DanieL Upton. 


R. E. Sir Epwarp P. Cuarr, FE. Sirs R. Jans Tarman, 
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Sm JAMES H. UPHAM, Dorcuester, Mass., 
E. Grand Treasurer. 
Sm ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Bosron, Mass., 
HE. Grand Recorder. 
Sm NATHAN S. KIMBALL, Haverninn, Mass., 
E. Grand Standard Bearer. 
Sm CHARLES C. FRY, Lyxx, Mass., 
LE. Grand Sword Bearer. 
Sm ALVORD O. MILES, Proviwence, R. I., 
EB. Grand Warder. 
Sm EUGENE H. RICHARDS, Bosron, Mass., 
LE. Grand Captain of Guards. 
E. Sm WILLIAM R WALKER, Pawrucker, R. L., 
E. Sm EDWIN WRIGHT, Bosrox, Mass., 
E. Sm SAMUEL B. SPOONER, Sprixcrmnp, Mass., 
Grand Lecturers. 
E. Sm EUGENE STEVENS, Provence, R. I., 


Grand Sentinel. 


COMMITTEES. 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


R. E. Sir Rev. Henry W. Rua, 
E. Sir Rey. Jonn W. Dapuun. 


BY-LAWS. 
FINANCE. 


Ommton D. Seuuew. 


PAST GRAND COMMANDERS 
OF THE 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


ir Thomas Smith Webb, Providence, R. I......... St. John, 1805-17 
William Wilkinson, Providence, R. I St. John, 1818-19 
» Henry Fowle, Boston, Mass......--.66 cesses ee Boston, 1820-25 
John Carlile, Providence, R. I.. .. St. John, 1826-28 
John James Loring, Boston, Mas ... Boston, 1829-31 
Robert Lash, Boston, Mass ..... : - Boston, 1832 

Rdward Asa Raymond, Boston, Ma . Boston, 1833-34 


* Sir Abraham Annis Dame, Boston, Ma: Boston, 1835-36 

Sir John Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass. ...... 66.26. Boston, 1837-38 

Charles Whitlock Moore, Boston, Mass. -Boston, 1839-41 

» John Flint, M. D., Boston, Mass................. Boston, 1842-44 

* Sir John Barrett Hammatt, Boston, Mass ..........4 Boston, 1845-46 
* + Sir Ruel Baker, Boston, Mass .........- -Boston, 1847 

* Sir John Rufus Bradford, Boston, Mass -Boston, 1848-50 

* Sir James Hutchison, Providence, R. L.......... St. John’s, 1851-53 


* 


n Robinson, Lexington, Mass..... DeMolay, 1854-55 
Daniel Harwood, M. D., Boston, Mass............Boston, 1856-57 
: Winslow Lewis, M. D., Boston) Mass. - Boston, 1858-59 
* Sir William Field, Brogan ces Rites Holy Sepulehre, 1860-61 
* Sir William Ellison, Boston, Mass - Boston, 1862 

* Sir William Sewall Gardner, Newton, Mass.. Pilgrim, 1863-64 
* Sir Rey. Charles Henry Titus, Boston, Mass St. John’s, 1865-66 
* Sir William Wilson Baker, Boston, Mass . -St. Bernard, 1867-68 


Sir Benjamin Dean, Boston, Mass..... . St. Omer, 1869-70 
Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Providence, R. I. --Calyary, 1871-73 
Sir Charles A. Stott, Lowell, Mass...... -Pilgrim, 1874-75 
Sir Rev. Henry W. Rugg, Providence, R. I....... St. John’s, 1876-77 
* Sir John Dean, Worcester, Mass...... .. Worcester County, 1878-7! 
Sir Nelson W. Aldrich, Providence, R. I........... Calvary, 1880 


Sir William H. Kent, Charlestown, Mass. -Coeur de Lion, 1881-82 
Sir Caleb Saunders, Lawrence, Mass... ... Bethany, 1883-84 
Sir Charles C. Hutchinson, Lowell, Mass. .......... Pilgrim, 1885 
Sir George H. Burnham, Providence, R. I ...... St. John’s, 1886 
Sir Edward P. Chapin, Springfield, Mass Springfield, 1887 


Sir George H. Allen, Lynn, Mass. ....... ... Olivet, 1888 
Deceased, 34; living, 11. 
* Deceased. t Died while in office as Grand Master. 


Nore.—Until and including 1868 the nomenclature was M. E. Grand Master, and Grand 
Encampment, and in 1878 Conclave or Conclaves was adopted in place of Assembly or As- 
semblies. 
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PAST DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDERS 
OF THE 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND, 


* Sir Henry Fowle, Boston, Mass.....-.+--+++++0eereeeer reese 1818-19 
* Sir John Carlile, Providence, R. I... . 1820-24 


* Sir Peter Grinnell, Providence, R. I. 
* Sir Josiah Whitaker, Providence, R. I.....-.-----+--- 
* Sir Robert Lash, Boston, Mass. ...-- ----++++++-++-+ 
* Sir Thomas Power, Framingham, Ma e 
* Sir Abraham Annis Dame, Boston, Mas 
* Sir John Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass 
* Sir Charles Whitlock Moore, Boston, 
* Sir John Flint, M. D., Boston, Mass. 
*Sir John Barrett Hammatt, Boston, Mass 
* Sir Ruel Baker, Boston, Mass..--- --- - 
* Sir John Rufus Bradford, Boston, Mas: 
* Sir James Hutchison, Providence, The | gee 
*Sir Simon Wiggin Robinson, Lexington, Mass......-- : 
*Sir Daniel Harwood, M. D., Boston, Mass....--.---- 
*Sir John McClellan, Boston, Mass.. -- ‘ 
* Sir William Field, Providence, R. 1 
*Sir William Ellison, Boston, Mass.. 
ttSir Bioko) Toate 
* Sir Rey. Charles Henry Titus, Boston, Masai; 2-60.00 ce ees 
*Sir William Wilson Baker, Boston, Mass 
Sir Benjamin Dean, Boston, Mass...---- 
Sir William Steele Shurtleff, Springfield, Mass 
Sir Charles A. Stott, Lowell, IMIASB eicressvereomrssince 
Sir Rev. Henry W. Rugg, Providence, RS Luts 
Sir Samuel G, Lawrence, Medford, Mass.....-- 
*Sir John Dean, Worcester, Mass---- ++ ++ 
Sir Nelson W. Aldrich, Providence, 2) re 
Sir William H. Kent, Charlestown, Mass.......00-02 +5 
Sir Caleb Saunders, Lawrence, Mass. ----- sees 
Sir Charles 0, Hutchinson, Lowell, Mass 
Sir George H. Burnham, Providence, R. 
Sir Edward P. Chapin, Springfield, Mass. 
Sir George H. Allen, Lynn, Mass...-.-+- 
Sir Edward L, Freeman, Central Falls, R. T..... sia oreacnitans: ab ask 1888 


*Deceased, 22; living, 13. 
t+Expelled. + Restored to Freemasonry by Grand Lodge, 1884. 


1839-41 
1842-44 
- 1845-46 
1847 


1858-59 
1860-61 


- 1867-68 
1869-70 


- -1881-82 
1883-84 
1885 
- -1886 


nm 
o 


PAST GRAND GENERALISSIMOS 
oF THE 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


. 1805-17 


* Sir Henry Fowle, Boston, Mass : 
-1818-19 


* Sir John Carlile, Providence, R. 
* Sir Peter Grinnell, Providence, R. .1820-24 


. 1825-28 
.- 1829-30 
-» 1831 
-1882 
-1883-34 


* Sir John James Loring, Boston, ™ 
* Sir Robert Lash, Boston, Ma: 
* Sir Jacob Amee, Boston, Ma: 3 
* Sir Edward Asa Raymond, Boston, Mass. 
* Sir John Hev ambridgeport, Mass 
* Sir Gilbert Nurse, Boston, Mass. , 
* Sir Charles Whitlock Moore, Boston, M: 
* Sir John Flint, M. D., Boston, Mass .... 
* Sir John Barrett. Hammatt, Boston, Mass 
* Sir Ruel Baker, Boston, Mass ........... 
* Sir James Saulsbury, Providence, R. 
* Sir John Rufus Bradford, Boston, Mass 
James Hutchison, Providence, R. I... . 
* Sir Simon Wiggin Robinson, Lexington, Mass.. 
* Sir Daniel Harwood, M. D., Boston, Mas 
* Sir John McClellan, Boston, Mass ..... 
* Sir Cyrus Fisher, Providence, R. I. . 
* Sir Samuel Lewis, Providence, R. I 
* Sir Charles Robbins, Boston, Mass. 
+t Sir see 
* Sir William Sewall Gardner, Lowell, Mas 
* Sir William Wilson Baker, Boston, Mass 
* Sir Thomas Arthur Doyle, Providence, R. I. 
+Sir Henry Butler, Providence, R. I.......... 
Sir William Bullock Blanding, Providence, R. 
Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Providence, R. I.... 
* Sir Horace Daniels, Pawtucket, R. I... 
Sir Wyzeman Marshall, Boston, Mass 
* Sir John Dean, Worcester, Mass. ... 
Sir Nelson W. Aldrich, Providence, R. I. 
Sir William H. Kent, Charlestown, Mas 
Sir Caleb Saunders, Lawrence, Mass... . 
Sir George H. Burnham, Providence, R. I. 
Sir George W. Fay, East Weymouth, Mass. 
Sir Edward P. Chapin, Springfield, Mass 
Sir George H. Allen, Lynn, Mass ....- 0. . 
Sir Edward L. Freeman, Central Falls, R. I. 
Sir James Swords, Boston, Mass........... 


* Deceased, 28; living, 12. + Died while in office. 


t Expelled, now restored. 
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PAST GRAND CAPTAINS-GENERAL 


oF THE 
MAINE ENCAMPMENT, PORTLAND, MAINE. 
GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 
Cuanrer, Marcy 17, 1821. 


1805-14 
- 1815-17 
1818-19 


* Sir Jonathan Gage, Newburyport, Mass 
* Sir John Carlile, Providence, R. 

* Sir Peter Grinnell, Providence, R. 
* Sir Henry Purkitt, Boston, Mass.. 
* Sir John James Loring, Boston, Ma 
* Sir Josiah Whitaker, Providence, 
*Sir Jacob Amee, Boston, Mass- Z 
* Sir Thomas Power, Framingham, Mas 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


(While under the jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island.] 


1831 


oe 1832 Sir Rey. Solomon Sias, Sir Joseph M. Gerrish, 
* Sir Ab is >, Boston, Ma ee Se é % i f 
* Sir Stet ie Necburyport, Ma 2 ie Sir Thomas 8. Bowles, Sir Samuel Fessenden. 
is Sir Gilbert Nurse, Boston, Mass... - Wiens “4835 
Sir Charles Whitlock Moore, Boston, Mas . 1836 Maine Encampment ceased to be under the jurisdiction of the Grand 


*Sir John Flint, M. D., Boston, Mass... - 

* Sir John Barrett Hammatt, Boston, Mass 

* Sir William Field, Providence, R. 1. - 
Sir Barney Merry, Pawtucket, R. 


«+ 1837-38 

«1839-41 
» 1842-43 
. 1844 


Eneampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, October 10, 1849. 
In 1854 it was removed from Portland to Gardner, where it is now 
located. 


* Sir James Saulsbury, Providence, R. I. - 345 

Sir James Sa y, Provid yt, 1. 1848 
*s amnel Fessenden, Portland, Maine: ay ass i igae oe 
‘ Sir James Hutchison, Providence, sun BOVE 1847 

Sir Simon Wiggin Robinson, Lexington, * . 1848-49 


* Sir Winslow Lewis, M. D., Boston, Mass. - 
2 ir Moses Richardson, Providence, S 
cs Be ae Woodbury, Wilkinsonvil¢ 
ir Cyrus Fis Providence, bh. +; 
pe one Warhenn Crooks, Springfield, we 
iy Sir John Blake Read, Pawtucket, R. ey R it 
z 2 George Francis Wilson, Providence, Bet 
* Sir William Sewall Gardner, Lowell, Mas L 
* Sir Rey. Charles Henry Titus, Taunton, 
Sit Thomas Arthur Doyle, Beene: 
1 Benjamm Dean, Boston, Mass. -; |. ° 
Sir William Steele Shurtleff, Springfield, Mas 
«ot Charles Adams Stott, Lowell, Mass... -- 
. Six Henry Chickering, Pittsfield, Mass 
ir John Dean, Worcester, Mass. -- 
Sir Nelson W. Aldrich, Providence, R. 
Re George 1. Stacy, Milford, Mass 
ait Caleb Saunders, Lawrence, Mass. 
ix George H. Burnham, Providence, R. 
Sit Charles 0, Hutchinson, Lowell, Mass. --- 
Sir Edward P, Chapin, Springfield, Mass. ------ 


VILLAGE ENCAMPMENT, GREENWICH, MASS. 
t 
CHARTER, JUNE 16, 1825. 


. "1858-59 
» 1860-61 


e ; PAST COMMANDERS. 
- 1862 


ss F Sir Rev. Ezekiel L. Bascom, 1825. *Sir John Warner, 1827. 
. +. 1867-68 Sir Rev. Lucius R. Paige, D. D., 1826. *Sir Rey. Joshua Flagg, 1828. 
. 1869-7 


The last recorded Assembly of this Encampment was held April 14, 
1829. Its Charter was declared forfeited by a vote of the Grand En- 
campment, at a special Assembly, held February 28, 1838. The records 
were finally restored to the Grand Recorder, Noyember 13, 1876, and 
are now in the archives of the Grand Commandery. 


- 1880 
1881-82 
83-84 
1885 


Sir George FH. Allen, Ly: Mass ier A 

Sir Edward T, Freeman, Central Falls, R. T 1a 

Sir James Swords, Boston, Mass, 0 --++++7*° “7 F888 
ir John P, Sanborn, Newport, R.T.. ------+ -se000s vette 


*Deceased, 82; living, 13. 


Goneie oy. Buitiren. REGULAR ASSEMBLIES. 
St. John’s. October 7, 1805|1st Monday each month 


Boston... Afarch 


Newburyport... 


Washington........ Igune 


Worcester County.. \Dec. 


Saint Bernard....../Octover 28, 1859 2d Wednesday ** 
|May 22, 1860|18t Tuesday “ 
May 13, 1863,2d Tuesday “ 


Calvary . 
Haverhill. 
Old Colony. 
Sulton..-sseese-+/ May 
Bethany. sseseeeeeelOctober payiges Lost Tharaday,** 
, 1865.34 Thursday“ 


Winslow Lewis.... March \ 
Terusalem.........--March 8, 18653 Thursday “* 
Hugh de Payens..../Mfarch 27, 1865 24 Wednesday « 
Saint Omer........-|Sept. 30, 18653d Monday = “* 
Berkshire.........-/Dec. 22, 1865|2d Monday =“ 
Connecticut Valley lec. 


29, 1800 Ist Tuesday“ 


October 10, 1848,4th Wednesday « . 
Sept. 25, 1819 Friday on or before full moon.. Robert W. Horton... 


-. October 26, 1863 Monday after full moon 
| 
5, 1864 Ist Thursday each month. 


wses cakes William TT. Perr; 
3, 1806 8d Wednesday each month..... Eugene IT. Richards... 
“May 12, 190884 Thursday 

7,18143d Wednesday 
17,124 Ist Thursday 
19, 1826 Ist Monday a 


E. COMMANDERS. 


«4... John C. Risteen........ 


arsine Overton E. Langley.... 
. George B. Buckingham. 
. Edmund P. Kendrick... 


. Frank T. Dwinell.....- 


er Chas. H. Richardson.... 
. William Robinson. 
. Alfred A. Burrell...... 
. E.C. Morris. 22.02 see 


wees. Albert L. Anthony 


George V. Ladd... 
Leonard B. Hatch... 
. Theodore W. Cole. 
. D. Frank Robinson. 


. Dudley A. Massey...... 


paises Charles A, Morgan...., 
8 .. Osgood W. Upham..... 
. Theodore L. Kelley... 
. William E, Wileox..... 
. Frank W. Williams... 


Woonsocket,......-|January 31, 1867/2d Tuesday =f fee eee Charles E. Thomas..... 
Godfrey deBouillon May 29, 1868)8d Wednesday“... oer N. apa” : 
Joseph Warren...-./Jannary 1,1869\1st Monday © = ...,,,, Frederick IZ, Spring... 
Narragansett....... May 42, 1869,2d Monday “ . Solomon C, Burdic! 
William Parkman..|May 12,1870 2d Thursday iG . Richard Beechi 
Bristol... 28, 1870 Friday on or before full moon.. James A. Codding...... 
Northampton. 2, 1870 2d Monday each month........- Henry Jones. 

South Shore. 9, 1870 Monday on or before full moon. Thomas II. Humphrey. 


Natick............./April 12, 1871/2d Monday each month 


‘Trinity... 
Ceur de Lion. 
Gethsemane... 


May 20, 1872 8d Tuesday ‘ 


‘June 7, 1873 Ist Wednesday “ 


Sept. 18, 1873 3d Monday “ 
October $1, 1873 4th Thursday 

Saint Paul.......... January 19, 1952 2d Friday “ 
Beauseant coe October 20, 1886/4th Monday “« 


+ April 8, 1871, Thursday on or before full moon Fred. 8. Dawes. 


. March 13, 1873, 1st Wednesday each month 


Nore.—The above dates and names are from Returns to September 50, 1888. 


. HL. Bryant. 


. October 14, 1871,3d Tuesday each month......-- William ‘Tl. Rowe...... 
| 


Lewis E. Binney.- 
John W. Blaney... 
.. George W. Bishop 


. Veranus Filoon.... 
+ ..+./Melville P, Morrell... 
sees. Daniel Upton.....++ ieee 


«+++ Frederick J. Fos: 
i 


OsD: Davenport...+.|D. J. Flanders... 
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COMMANDERIES. 


GENERALISSIMOS. CAPTAINS ERAT. RECORDERS. LOCATION. 
Peek . 7 z are 
Forrest A. Peck...... George W. Pettis....... Walter Blodgett........ Providence, R. I. 


James M. Gleason 


Bugene A, Iolton., 


. Charles F. Atwood. [Boston Mass. 
. George H. Stevens. 


Moses Brown. Charles $. Lovejoy. 
Andrew R. McMahon William J, Cozzens.... David Stevens 


Oliver P. Shattuck... Robert H. Chamberlain, William 8, Dadmun 
George F, Adams. . Charles W.§ 


\Newburyport, Mass... 
Newport, R. I. 
+. Worcester, Mass. 


William F. Chester... Charles H. Crane....... Zacheus Holmes........ Boston, Mass. 


John F, Street........ Isane Gill.. 


«ses. Edward P. Lowden.... lPawtucket, RL 
. J. W. B. Shaw. 
. Charles S. Beatley 
§. Alden Eastman.... Artemus B. Edmunds.. S.C. Sumner... 
R. L. Roberts........ T. T. Saw, Jr..eeee. T. W. Davis. 
Henry R. Barker, 
Charles C. Osgood.... W 


Edward J. Noyes.... Josiah Butler... 


|Lowell, Mass. 


Samuel P. Tenney.... Henry ‘Il’. Holmes. 


Chelsea, Mass. 

«+ Milford, Mass, 
seeee[Boston, Maes. 

+++ George E. Webster.....| Providence, R. I. 
am A, Ordway.... Henry B. Georg ++ Haverhill, Mass. 
Jeremiah T.Richmond Charles F. Allet | Abington, Mass. 

. Frederick A. Bradford.. New Bedford, Mass. 
+. Charles H. Davis....... Lawrence, Mass. 


Oliver D. Way..-.-+- Daniel P. Grosvenor..-. George W. Mansfield... Salem, Mass. 
James M. Blanchard. George V. Barrett. 


Horatio Rogers... 


+ Erastus M. Nash...... 


Isaac N. 3 
William Fisher...... 


George W. Parker. 
mith M. Decker... 


+++. Joseph M. Pierce....... Fitchburg, Mass. 
+ Messenger Winthrop... Edward K. Bordman... Melrose, Mass. 
Albert H. White. + William I. Lothrop. William Morris. 


Charles E. Merrill... heodore L. Allen...... Clark F, Hall. 
Charles W. Hazelton. Wyatt A. Fowler....... Eliot Nash.. 
James E, Cook...--.. William 8. Hopkins.... ‘Samuel P. Cook. 
Herbert Field 
James K. Odell. 


Frank F. Preble: 


| 
|South Boston, Mass. 
(Pittsfield, Mass. 
++/Greenfield, Mass. 


:++.| Woonsocket, R. I. 
- Fall River, Mass. 
Roxbury, Mass. 

| Westerly, R. I. 

o [East Boston, Mass. 
Joseph L. Sweet...... Theodore B. Wazzard..|Arthur 'T. Parker...... North Attleboro, Mass. 


| 
V. E. Cleveland + W. 8. Rodimon.. - Henry P. Billings...... Northampton, Mass. 
George Cushing...... Thomas J. Evans, 


Charles N. Marsh......./East Weymouth,Mass. 
F. B. Tilton... E.S. Dodge..... 


Charles W. Gleason....|Natick, Mass. 
J. Frank Child....-... Adelbert M. Mossman../ W. E. C. Worcester, Hudson, Mass. 
Charles W. Sawyer.. Charles O, Fox......... (J. W. Linnell...... 
F. E. Crockett... 
Robert L. Aly. 
Walter M. Wright. 
Edward 8. Powers. 


Henry N. Bates..... 


+ Edward F. Griffin. 
+ Herbert F. Morse. 
B. Court Bentley..... William Prestwie 


«John W. Hargraves 
. L. B. Dutton... 
. Thomas V. Stillman 
James M. Simpson... Edward 'T. Pigeon....../ Andrew P. Fisher.. 


.|Charlestown, Mass. 
«|George T. Coftin........|Asa C. Jewett...... 22. [Newton Centre, Mass. 
- John M. Vennard ......|William B, Phillips 
. Edgar V. Wilson. George HL. Foy Athol, Mass. 
George F. Walke a |Baatis Sanford. ..|Brockton, Mass. 
George L. Lang .......|/Frank H. Bates......... Hyde Park, Mass. 
George F. Millar..... John E. Drew..........|Walter 8, Carr..........| North Adams, Mass. 
Allen J. Chase, «+|Malden, Mass. 


Lynn, Mass. 


PAST EMINENT COMMANDERS 


Living ann Entrrnep to Vorr iv Granp ComManpery. 


St. John’s Commandery. 


Oliver Johnson, Providence, R. T. 


Daniel Rounds, Jv., Norfolk, Mass. 
Stillman White, Providence, fe He 


Spencer P, iden) Se 
*Rey. H. W. Rugg, “ ic 
Albert H, Cushman, ‘‘ ‘i 


Robert B. Dwelly, Hanover, Mass. 
*George H. Burnham, Prov., 8 ae 


Newton D. Arnold, - 

Walter B, Vincent, if * 
William E, Husband, ii 
Geo. H, Rhodes, Taunton, Mass. 
Alfred G. Pierce, Providence, Be 3B 


Joseph 0, Earle, fc 

George T,, Shela, « = 

John Heathcote, “ e 
arius B, Davin Z i 


Boston Commandery. 


Rey. Lucius R. Paige, D. D., 
John K, Hall, B. Somerville, Mass. 
yzeman Marshall, Boston, 
Chae C. Dame, Newburyport, 

Ht as. E. Powers, Boston, 
“nry Endicott, Cambridgep "ts" 
eel C. Lawrence, Medford, 
Samnel Mason, Jy., Boston, ‘ 


“ 


“James H. Upham, ‘ iS 
‘ Francis Lotts a 
ohn Ly, “ 


Stever “ 

“Bain Wri, 

nee T. Comee, Woonsocket, R. I. 
Seno H, Richards, Boston, Mass. 


Newburyport Commandery. 


sie N. Pike, Newburyport, Mass. 
Loses H., Fowler; fe 
Wm. P, 


Saunders, Os a 


* Represented ia P, Past or Present Grand Officers. 
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Horace Choate, Newburyp’t, Ae 
Wm. R. Johnson, — ** f 
John C. Kimball, o ‘f 
Rev. O. A. Roberts, Melrose, /#f 


Washington Commandery. 


Nath. H. Gonld, San Antonio, Tex. 
Wm. J. Underwood, Newport, R. 1. 


David Stevens, ee "S 
William Gilpin, bid ‘§ 
Robert S. Franklin, ee £6 
William G. Stevens, On sf 
*John P. Sanborn, 3 oY 
Wm. H. Cotton, ba sq 


Worcester County Commandery. 


Geo. W. Bentley, N. London, Ct. 
Henry Goddard, Worcester, Mass. 
Rev. T. E. St. John, Haverhill, ‘‘ 
Henry C. Wadsworth, Boston, ‘‘ 
*Robt. H. Chamberlain, Werte, wy 
R. James Tatman, 
Charles G. Read, ot a 
Francis A. Harrington,  ‘* gs 


Springfield Commandery. 


*W.S. Shurtleff, Springfield, Mass: 
Albert H. Kirkham, ‘‘ 

Wilbur R. Ladd, Holyoke, S 
Albert H. Foth, Springfield,  ‘* 


*Samuel B. Spooner, ‘*‘ £9 
Peter 8. Bailey, se GG 
*E. P. Chapin, és i 
C. C. Spellman, é ‘e 
O. I. Merrill, ge Ue 
T. T. Davee, ss “6 


DeMolay Commandery. 
T.R.Lambert,D Dd , Clrarlast) iy BY 


William PF. Davis, = 

John W. Dadmun, “ 5 
John M. Clark, bid -o 
Charles B. Laneaster, ‘ 
Joseph B. Mason, ne at 
FreVk G. Walbridge,S. Boston, ** 
H. P. Hemenway, Somerville, 
Geo. Aimbrose, Boston, 
Henry G. Jordan, es se 


Holy Sepulchre Commandery. 


*E. L. Freeman, Pawtucket, R. 1. 

J. Sewall Read, te co 
A. Pierce, on ne 
Geo. A. Sweet, Central Falls,“ 
Wm. R. Walker, Pawtucket,  “ 
Waldo Trescott, aS st 


Jiumnes M. Bishop, ne ce 
Clovis H. Bowen, bs us 
Benj. G. Perkins, ss $s 
Robert W. Horton,  ‘* sf 


Pilgrim Commandery. 


Joseph Bedlow, Lowell, ab, 
Wm. F. Salmon, 


Samuel D. Sergeant, Lowell, Mass. 


*Charles A. Stott, ts G 
GC. Ei. A. Bartlett, Chelmsford, ‘* 
*Chas. C. Hutchinson, Lowell, . 
John M. Pevey a 
Arthur G. Bolla, SR oe 
Solon W. Stevens, = Ve 


Charles I’. Young, 
Chas. H. Richardson, ef $6 
Palestine Commandery. 


Chas. M. Avery, Chelsea, Mass. 
C.F. E 


Chas. T. Gay, Montvale, BM 
William D. Seeley, Chelsea,  ‘* 


* Represe nted in Past or Present Grand 


} Dimi tted and has membership elsewhere. 


William Parkinan, Boston, Mass. 
e 


ynes, Blue Earth City, Min. 
Daniel E. Chase, Somerville, Mass. 
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Chelsea, 1 Mass. 


“ 


John C. Hall, 
s Donaghy, 
. Greenwood, Waltham, 


es Tent, Chelsea, aa 
Philip G. Isley, Chelsea, sf 
Geo. F. Proctor, Revere, “e 


Milford Commandery. 


Edw. F. Whiting, Holliston, Mass. 
“George BE. Stacy, Milford, 


Leonard Fairbanks, ce 
Sullivan C. Sumner, ‘ « 
tSilas W. Hale, “ “ 


Jas. M. Woods, 8.Framingham, ‘ 
Julius M. Woods, Marlboro, 
Daniel Reed, Milford, ss 
Chas. W. Shippee, Milford,  “‘ 
Eben D. Bancroft, Hopedale, * 


St. Bernard Commandery. 


P. Adams Ames, San Francisco, Cal. 


Henry Mullikin, Boston, WS 
Charles A. Welch,‘ 
Samuel Wells, @ i 
Otis E. Weld, “ « 
John Kent, os Ne 
William W. McKim, ‘“ eS 
George F. Hurd, se 
Henry W. Hartwell, “ we 
W. H. Chessman,  “ ee 
Wm. H. Kennard. “ “= 
Richard Briggs, os s 


Calvary Commandery. 
Levi L, Webster, Providence, RB. I. 
*Wm. B. Blanding,  “‘ Sy 
Charles R. Dennis, /  ‘ es 
tJas. M. Pendleton, Westerly, ‘* 
Thos. Phillips, Jx., Providence, “‘ 
*Nelson W. Aldrich, oS re 
Henry C. Field, oY Ke 
Engene D. Bak, ORAL 5 


Officers. 


$ Dimitted. 


Chas. R. Brayton, Providence, R.I. 


Chas. B. Webster, New York. 


Samuel G. Stiness, Pawtucket, R.I. 


Clinton D. Sellew, Providence, 


Horace K. Biman Ss i 
*Alvord O. Miles, i ss 
Arthur W. Dennis, oe ie 
George H. Kenyon, “ A 
Cyril A. Babeock, s : 
*Eugene Stey. ens, We "i 


Haverhill Commandery. 


Carlos P. Messer, Haverhill, NEE 
Nathan §. iembal) oH 

Dexter B. Vickery,  ‘* ay 
+Dana J. Flanders, Boston, Ks 
Chas. 'T. Chase, Haverhill, ee 
George y, Ladd, cS ie 


Old Colony Commandery. 


W.W, Whitmarsh, Neponset, Mass. 
re L. Bicknell, B. Weymouth, ‘ 
8. Bradford, Plymouth, a 
mos §, Stetson, Whitman, 
ee H. Maine, Brockton, : 
p ee Dickerman, Abington, 
a Strong, B. Bridgewater, 
m. H. Dhaaey Abington, 


Sutton Commandery. 


ve Baylies, N. Bedford, ee: 
Carpenter, 


Tohn A. Lee, ‘3 4 
Gardney 1 we, Sanford, ie i; 
“nry Bield, Jy., ie i, 
ames Taylor, 
James T,, Sherman, ‘“ , 
Ezekiel G, Gardiner, ¥ s 


Bethany Commander; Y- 


Wn B Armington, Proy., R. I. 
m. H. Jaquith, Lawrence, Mass. 
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D. F. Robinson, Lawrenee, Manag) 


*Caleb Saunders, cs 

John Haigh, Somerville, i: 
G. M. Stoddard, Lawrence, — “f 
Thomas Leyland, si o 


George I. Talbot, a8 €¢ 
H. G. Herrick, = “e 
Wallace M. Priest,  ‘* sa 


Winslow Lewis Conmandery. 


John B. Hill, Beverly, Mass. 
Henry A. Brown, Salem, Mas 
J. Albert Blake, Haverhill, Mass. 
Albion F. Welch, Danvers, — *‘ 


Jerusalem Commandery. 
E. Dana Bancroft, Ayer, Mass. 
John Burney, Fitchburg, 
S. W. Huntley, ee a 


A. Li. Fessenden, Townsend, Mass. 


John W. Kimball, Fitchburg, ‘ 
George V. Barrett, Ayer, be 
Charles A. Priest, Fitchburg, 
Nathan’l Jewett, Ashburnham, 
—D. S. Woodworth, Fitchburg, 


‘ec 
“e 


“ 


Hugh de Payens Commandery. 


Loring L. Fuller, Malden, Mass. 
+F. J. Foss, 

Thos. Winship, Wakefield, 
J. D. Parker, Belfast, Me. 
g. B. Harrington, Medford, Mass. 
ca Swords, Boston, 

Rey. E. B. Fairchild, Stoncham, “ 
John Viall, Somerville, ee 
Nathan J. Simonds, Woburn, 
Daniel Norton, Melrose, 
+Chas. L. Davenport, Malden, 


ce 


“e 
“ 


“c 


St. Omer Commandery. 


*Benjamin Dean, S. Boston, Mass. 
4N. A. Ayton ee ee 


Francis C. Hersey, 5. Boston, Mass: 


*W. H. H. Soule, * 

Geo. W. Kingsman, ‘ ee 
Jerome Smith, sia = 
Chas. J. Noyes, ee Bs 
Chas. E. Pie a sg 
Theo. L. Kelley, se ce 


Berkshire Commandery. 


Hezekiahs. Ru 
Trving D. Fer 
Walter Cutting, re ie 
Win. E. Wileox, “ 


11, Pittsfi’ld, Mass. 


ay se 


Woonsocket Commandery. 


Emerson Goddard, Woonsck’t, R. I. 
Tra W. Arnold, oe ef 
Stafford W. Razee, Cumberlnd, 
F. G. Jillson, Woonsocket, SS 
Moses P. Roberts, ‘‘ BY 
Walter EF. Parker, Lawrence, Mass. 
L. C. Tourtelot, Woonsocket, R. I. 
Edwin Aldrich, Providence, SS 
S.N. Lor », Jv., Olneyville, ** 
A. A. Pevey, Woonsocket, ra 
Amos Sherman, ae “ 
Edward Eh. Newell, Providence, ** 
Alphonzo W. Buckland, Woon., ‘* 
Chas. FE. 'Thomas, ne ss 


Connecticut Valley Commandery. 


W.S. Severance, Greenticld, Mass. 
Rey. P. Voorhees Finch, ‘* ae 
C.E.Severance Shelburne F’lls, * 
B.S. Parker, Boston, cs 
Marvin S. Fellows, Greenfield, ‘ 
Charles H. MeClelan, Troy, N.Y. 
H. O. Smith, Turner’s Falls, Mass. 
R.N. Oakman, Jr., Greenfield, * 
Henry L. Miller, ee Ge 
es W. Williams, fe ce 


Godfrey de Bouillon Command’y. 


Robert Henry, Fall River, MURS 
Robert C. Brown, ‘* 

+Stephen W. Butler, N. Bedford, ‘ 
John B. Whittaker, Ina (ray 49 


George A. Ballard, 7 
Charles IE. Gifford, o cc 
Alfred H. Hartley, a G 
Albert F. Dow, s sc 
Henry Waring, ws Wy 


William Davenport, 
Edward 8. Raymond, ‘‘ 
Robert N. Hathaway, ‘“‘ ef 


Joseph Warren Commandery. 


James C. Tucker, Boston, Mass. 


Samuel Little, &“ te 
George Moulton, “ “ 
John F. Newton, GG “ 
Charles Harris, “s ‘ 
Solomon A. Bolster, “ 
George R. Emerson, ‘ “ 
Daniel W. Jones, w ee 
John Carr, « “ 


Fred. H. Spring, Gy My 
Narragansett Corimandery. 


Jas. M. Pendleton, Westerly, Hs i 
George G. Stillman, “* 

Azro N. Lewis, se 7m 
J. Alonzo Babeoek, fs # 
Alvae A. Crandall, se S 
James W. Pollette, ie a 
Rey. John Evans, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Albert H. Spicer, Westerly, i 3 
Thos. V. Stillman, iy 


William Parkman Commandery. 


Seth C. Ames, East Boston, Mass. 
Albert B. B: tt, Melrose, 
MANO d J, Ellis, East Boston, ‘ 


* Represented in Past or Present Grand Ofi 
} Dimitted and has membership elsewhere. 


a2 —_—_—— 
+ Represented in Past or Present Grand Officers. 
mitted and has membership elsewhere. 


E. H. Doolittle, E. Boston, Mass. 


Wm. Waters, Jr., ‘* 

True Seales, Cambridgeport, 
Albert C. Smith, Boston, EF 
Frank E. Sullivan, E. Boston, ‘ 
Thomas Kellough,  ‘* se 
Richard Beeching, Boston, 


Bristol Commandery. 


John L, Kendall, New York. 
Jacob Silloway, Jr., Canton, 
Daniel H. Smith, Attleboro,  “‘ 
T. G. Sandland, N. Attleboro, ‘ 
Arthur E. Codding, + 4 
Peter Nerney, i va 
E. C. Martin, : 


Northampton Commandery. 


D.W. Crafts, Northampton, Mass. 
Josiah H. Prindle, “‘ 

Joseph C, Williams, “‘ 1 
Stephen B. Fuller, Florence, “* 
Luke Lyman, Montreal, Can. 
John L. Otis, Florence, GES 
Wm. B. Morgan, “ 

J. Ellsworth, Northampton, aibeks 
Henry Jones, ‘¢ 


South Shore Commandery. 


Z.1, Bicknell, B. We ymouth, Mass. 
*George W. Fay, Ke 
William Humphrey, ‘‘ 
William §. Wallace, 

E. W. H. Bass, Quincy, i 
W. Fearing 2d, Hingh’m Centre, “ 
Andrew J. Garey, E. Weym’th, ‘ 


‘ce 


Natick Commandery. 


Wm. H. Wright, Ashland, Mass. 
Charles A. Davis, Natick, hee 
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Elbridge F. Perry, 
C. F. Babeoek, Los 
Chas. H. Child, ™: 
Chas. P. Knowlton, ** 

A. H. Bryant, Cochituate, 


Natick, Mass. 
Anveles, Cal. 
ick, Mass. 


Mass. 


Coeur de Lion Commandery. 


*William H. Boston, Mass. 


Kent, 


William Patterson, Chelsea,“ 
John B. Wilson, Boston, cs 
Jos. W. Hill, Charlestown, 
L. Elliot Peirce, *‘ *e 


*Horace . Boynton, Charlest’n, ** 


Trinity Commandery. 


Jas. L. Harriman, Hudson, Mass. 


W. E. C. Worcester, — ** ‘ 
Luman 'T. Jefts, “ « 
ee ce 


George B. Cochran, 
James 'T. Joslin, 
John Hillis, Boston, £9 


Frederie 8S. Dawes, Hudson, 
Gethsemane Commandery. 


Jas. M.Greenwood, Franklin, Mass, 
Robert L. Davis, Watertown, ‘‘ 
Henry C. Hayden, Newtonville, * 
Moses Clark, Jr., Newton, U0 
James B. Fuller, Boston, h% 
H. J. Preston, Newtonville,‘ 
Albert L. Harwood, N. Centre, ‘ 


Olivet Commandery. 


*William D. Pool, Liyith Mase: 
John Shaw, 2d, 


Nathan B. Fletcher, ‘ ‘ 
*George H. Allen, ‘* a 
Charles C. Fry, ce & 
Chas. Ii. Parsons, ae ‘ 


J. Herbert Bowen, ‘* es 


* Represented in Past or Present Grand Officers. 


Athol Commundery. 


tVernonO. Taylor, Providence, R.I. 


jJames H. Wai 


Lueien Lord, Athol, ai 


William W. Vi 
Wm. H. Heust 


o 
ra) 


Charles ©. Bixby, Brockton, wins 
Elmer W. Walker a 


A. C. 'Thompson, CH ef 
te, Malden, Mass. 


Cyprus Commandery. 
sh, Athol, es 


& “ Salem, Mass. 


is, Gamaliel Hodges, 


George H. Foye, ae ef Henry 8. Bunton, Hyde Park, ‘ 
Othello A. Fay, £8 EE George F. Lincoln,  “ ‘5 


Stephen B. Balkam, ‘“ ce 


Bay State Commandery. 


Edward Parke 
Baalis Sanford, 


+ Rev 


¢ Dimitted and 


7. Lue: 


Beauseant Commandery. 
r, Brockton, Anse: 
ef Chas. L. Davenport, Malden, Mass. 


ius R. Paige, D. D., Cambridgeport, Mass., in 1826. 


has membership elsewhere. 
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GRAND COMMANDERIES 
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AND 


GRAND COMMANDERIES. | 


YEAR. | 
| 
INDI poawonanbncee | 188s 
Arkansas --| 1888 
California. 1888 
Canada. | 1887 
Colorado. . 1887 
Connecticut. 1888 
1888 
1887 
1888 


Kansas 
Kentueky. 
Louisiana. 


Marylan¢ 
Michigan. 


Me ca (Ors. 1888 
Nebraska, 


Ohio .. 
Oregon, 
Pe eunsylvania.. 
Scotland... 


Mt er mont . 
Virginia......... 
Washington ‘Perritory. 
West Virginia. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming (Org. Dee 
Grand Encampment. . 


GRAND COMMANDERS, 


Henry C. Davidson, Montyomery 
George L. Kimball, Dardanclle. 
Tristam Bi s, San Jose. 
W. J. B. M xl Moore, Prescott, O. 
Aaron Gove, Denver. 

Charles B. Ware, New London. 
Joseph A. Coleord, Huron. 

Earl of Lathom, London. 

James L. Fleming, Augusta. 
Edward 8. Mulliner, Quincy. 

Reuben Peden, Kuiehtstown. 

Clark Varnum, Newton. 

Duke of Counauetit, London, BE. 
Theophilus P. Rogers. 
Horace January, May 
Albert G. Bruce. 

. Locke, Portland. 

s. Kahler, Baltimore. 


Charles P. Bigelow, Big Rapids. 
| J. A. Sehlener, Minneapol 


| Frederick Speed, Vieksbu 


Allan McDowell, St. Louis. 
Andrew J. Fisk, Helena. 
John J. Wemp Hastings. 


7 | John J. Bell, Exeter. 
| Isaae C. Githens, Camden. 


1887 | 


Charles A. Woodruff, Rale 
William T. Walker, Toledo: 

James F. Robinson, Eugene City. 
William W. Allen, Philadelphia. 
White Melville, Edinburgh. 

G. B. Wilson, Clarksville. 

Charles Davis, E] Paso. 

Delos M. Bacon, St. Johnsbury Centre. 
James B. Blank, Petersburg. 

Alfred Li. Palmer, § tle. 

Jere. A. Miller, Wheeling. 

Chandler P. Chapman, Madison. 
Truman B. Hicks, Cheyenne. 

Charles Roome, New York City. 


py 
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ADDRESSES OF GRAND OFFICERS. 


GRAND RECORDERS. CHAIRMEN CORRESPONDENCE. 


Edmund R. Hi: sine ‘s, Monte 
James A. H Little Roc 
Thomas H. rs 
Daniel Sp rrie 
Ed. C. Parmelee, Pue es 
Joseph K. Wheeler, Hartford Joseph K. Wheeler, Hartford. 
Bruce M. Rowley, Huron William D, Stiles, Sioux Falls. 
W. Tinkler, 22 Chancery Lane, Lon.) None. 
Samuel P. e familton, Se Samuel P. Hamilton, Savannah. 
Gilbert W. Barnard, Ch Henry C. Ranney, Chicago. 
John M. Wee anwell, Indi Nicholas R. Buckle, Indianapolis. 
Alf. Wingate, Des Moines Thomas R. Ereanbrack, Anamosa. 
John A. Bake ‘ry, Dublin.. .. None. 
John H. Brown, Wynndotte...... John H. Brown, Wyandotte. 
Lorenzo D, Croninger, Coyington. Charles R. Woodrulf, Louisville. 
Richurd Lambert, New Orleans..... Joseph P. Horner, New Orleans. 

I viland Stephen Berry, Portland. 
F.J.S. Gorgas, Baltimore. 
yaa P. Innes, Grand Rapids. 
A. T. C. Pierson, St. Paul. 
By George DeLap, Natchez. 
William H. J Mayo, St. Louis. 


mery.| George F. Moore, Montgomery. 
James Henry. 

. Thomas H. Caswell, San Francisco. 
None. 

Harper M. Orahood, Denver. 


Kk. 


AT. Picrso 
} L. amen 
William H. 3 
Cornelius Hedy 
William R. Bow mn, Omalh 
George P. Cleaves, Conco 
Charles Bechtel, Trenton. 
Robert Maeoy, Brooklyn. . 
Horace H. Munson, Wilmington. 
John N. Bell, Dayton........ 
Frelon J. Babcock, Salem... 
Charles If. Meyer, Philadelphi: 
Lindsay Mackersey, Edinburgh. 
George C. Connor, Chattanooga. . 
Robert. Brewster, Houston.... 
W. G. Reynolds, Burlington 
William B. Isanes, Richmond 
Thomas M. Reed, Oly: mpia 
R. C. Dunnineton, Pairmont. R. OC. Dunnington, Fairmont. 
John W. Lattin, Milwaukee. | W. C. Swain, Milwaukee. 

John K, Jeffrey 


William B. Tannese Richmond, Va | | None. 


med 
s 


+ John J. Monell, Omaha. 
. John J. Bell, Exeter. 
Charles Bechtel, Trenton. 


| James Southgate, Durham. 
Be! Carson, Cincinnati. 
None. 

William J. Kelly, Philadelphia. 
None. 

-| George C. Connor, Chattanooga. 


rederick S. Fisher, St. Johnsbury. 
W illiam B, Isaacs, Richmond. 
| Thomas M. Reed, Olympia. 
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RECAPITULATIONS. 


The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Tsland is com- 
posed of 


Grand Officers (Sentinel excluded).....-.+++ beter tees 16 
Past Grand Officers (permanent member present A 
Grands @fficers)qescs.2<-- ocr scree tee nt se teens 7 

Past Commanders of Subordinate Ghimmianilaries Erenovent 
members not included in enumeration of past or present aft 
Grand Officers, or present Commanders)..-- +--+ ape : s oe 7 
Commanders, Generalissimos and Captains -General of 41 Subor P 
dinate Commanderies ...-.---+eeset errr tt y 
Total... ONT PR oo cies coins «isis 2 eS a ei eieieinie aie ale 463 
Whole number of Knights affiliated with aos Comman- ae 
deries, including the above, September 30, 1888. . teens ae 
Created, Tew? feuding September 80, 1888. oe 
Reinstated,” a 
Affiliated,  « “ ere ee a 
Dimittea,  « “ eet % 
Suspended, “ i ve : 
pacha o fe os 15 ee 112 
346 


Motalleainvof members over 1807.----+---- sscreeesseerttt te 
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OFFICERS OF THE GRAND ENCAMPMENT. 
1886-1889. 


Sir Knight Cartes Room, 4 Irving Place, New York, N. Y., 
Mo. L.. Grand Master. 


Sir Knight Joun P. 


3. Gosry, Lebanon, Pennsylvania, 


TR Deputy Grand Master. 
Sir Knight Hvuen McCurpy, Corunna, Michigan, 
ag *, Grand Generalissimo, 
Sir Knight W. La Rue Tromas, Louisville, Kentucky, 
Ww. 2. Grand Captain General. 
Sir Knight Re CHEN pas Luoyp, San Francisco, California, 
Pats - Grand Senior Warden. 


Sir Knight Heyxry B. Sroppanrp, Bryan, Texas, 
Vo. Le. Grand Junior Warden. 


Sir Knight H. Wanes Lryrs, Meriden, Connecticut, 
Vu. He. Grand Treasurer, 

Sir Knight Wrenram B. Isaacs, Richmond, Virginia, 
Vo. 2. Grand Recorder. 

* Sir Knight Rev. Jony G. Wrnsrer, Greenbush, N. Y., 
Vo. Bo. Grand Prelate. 
Sir Knight Jonny R. Parson, St. Louis, Missouri, 
Va. #. Grand Standard Bearer. 


Sir Knight Nicnonas Van Snyex, Providence, Rhode Island, 
Vi. 2B. Grand Sword Bearer. 


Sir Knight Nicnonas R. Ruckxur, Indianapolis, Indiana, 
Grand Warder. 


Sir Knight Epwiy I. Warren, Nebraska City, Nebraska, 
Vo. Ho. Grand Captain of the Guard. 


* Died September 27, 1887. 
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ASSIGNED FOR INSPECTION IN 1888-89. 


The several Commanderies within the jurisdiction are assigned for 
official visitation and inspection as follows: 

To the Grand Commander :—St. John’s, Worcester County, Pilgrim, 
St. Omer, Beauseant. 

To V. EB. Sir James Swords, Deputy Grand Commander :—Boston, 
Washington, Springfield, Holy Sepulchre, Winslow Lewis. 

Lo L. Sir John P. Sanborn, Grand Generalissimo -—Newlnry port, 
William Parkman, Jerusalem, Northampton, Coeur de Lion. 

To BE. Sir R. H. Chamberlain, Grand Captain-General :—Palestine, 
Calvary, Joseph Warren, St. Bernard, Trinity. 

To LE. Sir W. Hi. HL. Soule, Grand Senior Warden :-—Bethany, Berk- 
Shire, Natick, Athol, Bay State. 
a To E. Sir Horace E. Boynton, Grand Junior Warden :—Sutton, 

uth Shore, Olivet, Cyprus. 
f To 2B. Sir William R. Walker, Grand Lecturer :—De Molay, Mil- 
ord, Bristol, Godfrey de Bouillon. 

To B. Sir Kawin Wright, Grand Lecturer :—Haverhill, Connecticut 
Valley, Narragansett, Gethsemane. 
a To EB. Sir Samuel B. Spooner, Grand Lecturer :—Old Colony, Hugh 

< Payens, Woonsocket, St. Paul. 


APPOINTED UNDER RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED OCTOBER 261TH, 1888. 


Committee on Procuring and Wearing Uniforms in Commanderies: 
‘ Say Eugene H. Richards, Newton D. Arnold, Charles G. Read, R. 
- St: Charles G, Hutchinson, E. Sir Samuel G. Stiness.  p. 74. 


5 Committee to prescribe Uniform to be worn in this Jurisdiction: 
Gi »u Charles E. Pierce, R. E. Sir N. Van Slyck, E. Sir James M. 
leason. 1p, 75, 


REPORT ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


Lo the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island: 


In presenting this report, the Committee beg to say that 
the reviews it has been their duty to make have been kept 
within discreet limits, not, however, to the neglect of a close 
observation of the proceedings of the several Grand Com- 
manderies hereinafter mentioned. 

In many cases we have omitted to add the titles to the 
names of officers, especially where the proper titles of office 
are well understood. This is in the interest of economy more 
than of compliment. 

As in the report of 1887, the Committee divided the labor 
and the initial of each member is appended to his work. 

The whole is submitted to your judgment, we hope to your 
favor. 


ALABAMA, 1887. 


The Twenty-Seventh Annual Conclave of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Alabama was held in Mobile, May 18th, 1887, 
Daniel Smith, Grand Commander, who said in his neat ad- 
dress, 


“Tt affords me pleasure to report that peace and harmony prevail 
throughout the jurisdiction; that nothing has occurred during the past 
year to disturb the peace and knightly feeling among the Command- 
eries and Sir Knights of this State, or the friendly relations heretofore 
existing between this and other Grand Commanderies with which we 
are in correspondence,” 
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Excuses for absence were heard in two cases from mem- 
bers unable to attend, an example showing commendable 
interest in Grand Commandery and worthy of imitation. 
There are 13 Commanderies on the roll, with a total member- 
ship of 202. he appropriations for the year were $450.00, 
of which $200 goes to the Grand Recorder. This officer also 
made an interesting report on correspondence, giving a brief 
but friendly notice of Massachusetts and Rhode 1 und. 

John D. Wilkins of Selma, was elected Grand Commander, 
Daniel Sayre, Montgomery, re-elected Grand Recorder. 

C 


ARKANSAS, 1888. 


The Sixteenth Annual Conclave of this Grand Commandery 
\ ° 200 a5 Cale 
was held in Little Rock, April 24th, 1888, Philip D. McC ul 
loch, Grand Commander. Among other good things in his 
address, is this bit of history : 
“Sixteen years ago there assembled in the city of Fort Smith a true 
4 é Be j Y f ayy for 
and noble band of Sir Knights to organize a Grand Commandery for 
the State of Arkansas. They did so, and as the outgrowth of their 
labors we haye to-day nine regularly constituted Commanderies work- 
ing under Charters, and two under dispensations. From a small begin- 
ning, we have increased, until now we number about 376 swords. 


The Grand Commander recommended that Ascension Day 
be set apart and observed with suitable services, hy the 
Subordinate Commanderies, in their Asylums or in public at 
Some suitable place of worship, and Grand Commandery 
concurred. 


Tt was also Resolved, ‘That it is the sense of this Grand Command- 
ery that the right of any Past Officer to be present. and vote, Is a pety 
sonal one, ind that in order to avail himself of that right he must be 
present in person, and that no proxies from any Past Officer shall be 
recognized or entertained.” 


The following will not be agreeable reading for non- 
affiliates : : 


“ Resolved, That it is the sense of this Grand Commandery, that 
every member of a Commandery of this jurisdiction should, and ought, 
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as a matter of justice to the order of Freemasonry at large, to be an 
affiliated member of a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, and of 
a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, either in this or some other jurisdic- 
tion, and that any members of Commanderies of this jurisdiction who 
are not members of a Lodge or Chapter, ought to affiliate with some 


Lodge or Chapter, or apply therefor within twelve months from this 
date.” 


It was made obligatory on Commanderies to have this 
resolution read in the several Commanderies. 


“No dissensions or disagreements exist in this jurisdic- 
tion.” 


George L. Kimball, Dardanelle, is Grand Commander, 
James A. Henry, Little Rock, is Grand Recorder, and Chair- 
man of Committee on Correspondence. c. 


CALIrorntA, 1888. 


The 30th Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery of 
California was held in San Francisco, April 19, 1888, Reuben 
H. Lloyd pleasantly remembered by menibers of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island, being Grand Commander. The 
address is characteristic, being graceful, full of energy and 
efficient. In speaking of themselves he says: 


“‘T am glad to be able to say our Order in this State has established 


its right to exist, not by pointing to what those who went before us did, 
but by what we have done ourselves.” 


Several decisions were reported but none so at variance 
with what prevails in this jurisdiction as to call for special 
comment. One, included the fact that a wilfully non-aftiliated 
Royal Arch Mason could not be in good standing in his 
Commandery, but if his petition for membership should be 
rejected, “he would still be in good standing for six months 
thereafter, when he could apply again.” 

In connection with this he gave the following bit of healthy 
reading : 


“T know there are not a few who think Templars are above and be- 
yond the Blue Lodge and Chapter, and should stand aloof from and 
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have nothing in common with either. The Chapter is built upon the 
Lodge ; the Commandery on both. The symbols and principles of the 
first two, in the slow progress of time, have been so intermingled and 
woven into the structure of Templarism, that, from turret to founda- 
tion stone, there is a harmonious transition from one Order to the 
other. What age has so firmly cemented together eannot now be dis- 
rupted without destroying the entire structure and building a new 
edifice on the ruins of the old. As itis, it is a grand temple to God, 
to liberty and the improvement of mankind ; upon its walls Time’s 
effacing fingers have left no trace. Let modern reformers seek other 
things to display their talents on and let our Order alone. If we ever 
yield to their innovations they will soon make us but the shadow of a 
mighty name.” 


Tn a case where a candidate did not present himself to re- 
celve the Orders until for years after he was elected it was 
wisely ruled that a new petition must be required. 

The statistics show the net increase for the year to have 
been 60, making the present number of members 2,166. _ 

The report on Correspondence by Sir Knight and Grand 
Recorder Caswell is to good to be mutilated by extracts, but 
here is one from his review of Iowa, on the Grand Encamp- 
ment Ritual : 


“We must confess that, when we received the printed rituals from 
the Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment, we experienced a keen 
pee of disappointment ; it was not what we expected from a com- 
mittee of such signal ability as that which had this important matter 
im charge. “Loyalty to the powers that be ngrained in our nature, 
ENGh obeying this impulse, we reluctantly a cepted the dictum otf the 
committee and obeyed orders ; but we do not hesitate to echo the sen- 
timents of the Iowa committee, by asserting that it is the most “in- 
sipid Piece of literature ” that ever came under our notice, ‘ bearing 
So important a title.” If the Order has been burdened with this ineu- 
bus illegally—and for its credit we trust it has,—the next Triennial 
Conclave may, perhaps, if it can find time, vescind the order making 
this so-called ritual obligatory upon our Commanderies.”” 


Th his review of Massachusetts and Rhode Island he quotes 
the resolution offered by E. Sir Knight Dadmun, and re- 
marks : 

« 

We were very certain that our esteemed and leartied frater Dadmun 
could never swallow that dose without gagging, and we are not at all 


or 
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surprised that he hesitates to take it. |After considerable discussion 
the Grand Commandery voted to adopt the first, clause, ending with the 
letters U.S. We reeret the second clause also was not adopted, and 
the mo © because said clause is, in all particulars, historically, philo- 
logically and gramatically correct. We draw some comfort, however, 
from the fact that it was referred to the Special Committee on Ritual.” 


The Committee on New Commanderies recommended that 
a Charter be issued to Fresno Commandery. In speaking of 
the By-Laws of this Commandery the drift of opinion in 
California is seen in the following from their report : 

Your Committee find in the By-Laws of this Commandery—Section 
6, Article V., read as follows : 

“*No candidate shall be admitted to this Commandery who is engaged 
in the manufacture or sale of any intoxicating liquor, or who indulges 
in the same to excess.” 

This provision confliets with the Code of By-Laws as prescribed by 
this Grand Commandery for the subordinate Commanderies of this 
jurisdiction, but we recommend that Fresno Commandery be allowed 
to retain this article in its By-Laws.” 


Tristam Burgess, San Jose, is Grand Commander ; Thomas 
H. Caswell, San Francisco, is Grand Recorder and Commit- 
tee on Correspondence. (on 


Canapa, 1887. 


Under its present title, the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada 
held its Fourth Annual Assembly in Brockville, Ontario, July 
12, 1887, with Grand Master Moore present. Tn his “Allocu- 
tion” the Grand Master referred to the Warrant granted by 
Great Priory of Canada in May, 1886, to “Open a Preceptory 
in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, and to which the Great 
Priory of England objected in a series of resolutions, for- 
warded under date of Dec. 13th, 1886. These resolutions are: 


4. “That this Great Priory strongly protests against this unjustifi- 
able infringement of its jurisdiction in one of the Dependencies of the 
British Crown, by the Supreme Grand Master of Canada. 

2. That the Great Priory of Canada be requested to at once with- 
draw the Warrant of the Metropolitan Preceptory. 

3. That the Preeeptories in Victoria acting under the English Con- 
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stitution, be ordered to have no intereourse with, or in any way recog- 
nize, this illegally constituted Preceptory or any of its members. 

4. That should not this illegal Warrant be withdrawn within three 
months of the passing of this Resolution, this National Great Priory 
do sever all connection with, and for the future refuse to recognize, the 
Great Priory of Canada.” 


The Great Priory of Canada adhered to its action, and 
England has enforced the resolutions — claiming the right of 
exclusive jurisdiction in Australia, and to all the Colonies of 
the Empire. Evidently Grand Master Moore thinks Canada 
In error, as this from his allocution indicates: 


“T feel that Iwas in error not to have, in the first instance, before 
issuing the Dispensation, ascertained from the Chancery of the Great 
Priory of England, if any objection existed, and had I been aware of 
it, certainly would have yielded precedence to the claims of the Great 
Priory of England, which had hitherto never been disputed, whether 
based on justifiable grounds or otherwise.” \ 


Great Priory of Canada has since granted two other War- 
rants in Melbourne, which can not be expected to change 
English opinion, nor can we see the wisdom of such action. 
As the case stands, English Knights Templar are forbidden 
to give recognition in any way to Canadian. ws ; 

The Report of the Grand Council on the condition of the 
Order in Canada, says: 


“The x ‘ istricts, althougl are 
he reports are not favorable in some districts, although many are 
replete with information of a character that is indicative of zeal on the 


part f Y 7 7 7 ji 
Part of the Provincial Priors.” 


A new Preceptory was warranted in Parkdale, and given 
concurrent jurisdiction with the Preceptories in Toronto. 

For faithful services as Grand Treasurer for many years, 
the rank of Past Deputy Grand Master was conferred on Sir 
Knight Davia McLellan; and under a resolution an address 
was ordered to be prepared to “Her Majesty on behalf of 
vee Priory, on attaining the jubilee year of her reign.” 

The indications ave that the edict against the Scotch En- 
campments in New Brunswick has come to be regarded with 


I 
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regret; and this has led to its being revoked in July, 1888; 
though we are not yet fully informed as to particulars. 
Grand Master, J. W. B. MacLeod Moore, of Prescott, Ont., 
was re-elected Grand Master. Daniel Spry, Barrie, Ont., 
Grand Chancellor. Co. 


CoLoRabo, 1887. . 


This Grand Commandery held its 12th Annual Conclave in 
Denver, on September 22, 1887, Aaron Gove, Grand Com- 
mander. His address indicates close attention to the duties 
of his office, and his comments in connection with the report 
of his visits to Subordinate Commanderies are wise and help- 
ful. He enforces the thought that spirit, not numbers, consti- 
tutes Templarism, praises the bodies for being well equipped 
in all details for working the ritual; congratulates them espec- 
ially where clear of debt; and told them that 


“The great lesson of the day, taught by a visit to Central City Com- 
mandery, is, that numbers had but little to do with Templarism ; that 
quality more than quantity is the earnest of Templar success.” 


The business transacted was all in the direction of improv- 
ing and strengthening the condition of the Subordinate Com- 
manderies, there being fourteen in the State. 

Harper M. Orahood, Committee, presented a good report 
on Correspondence, though we fear he has fallen into error 
in saying, in his review of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 

“We notice, as heretofore, a large part of the attendance is composed 
of Past Commanders residing in Boston.” 

His review is of 1886, wherein he quoted our report, which 
shows that 85 Past Commanders were present, and possibly 
he may have inferred that all live in Boston. Analysis shows 
that 21 of the 85 live in Boston—and these belong to seven 
different Commanderies. This gives an average of 3 to each. 
At that time there were 40 Commanderies in the jurisdiction, 
and this would give an average of nearly two to each of the 
other 33, or, say 1.94 to each. 

Aaron Gove, Denver, Grand Commander; Ed. C. Parmalee, 
Pueblo, Grand Recorder, both re-elected. C. 
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', 1887. 


2 


ConneEcric 


This Grand Commandery held its 50th Annual Conclave in 
Norwalk, on March 15, 1887, Fred. H. Waldron Grand Com- 
mander. In addition to Present and Past Grand Officers, 
and 42 Past Eminent Commanders, the Representatives of 17 
Grand Commanderies were present, Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island being included. 

The Grand Commander made fraternal and sympathetic 
mention of the dead, in his own jurisdiction, also, of Luke 
E. Barber, P. G. C. of Arkansas, at the age of 80 years; Thos. 
A. Doyle, P. G. G. of Massachusetts and Rhode Island; 
George C. Lamphere, P. G. C., and Theodore T. Gurney, P. 
G. C., of Ilinois; William A. Foote, Gr. G. of Indiana; Eid- 
ward W. Kelley, Gr. C. G. of Michigan; and A. B. Jewett, 
BP) GC. of Vermont. Among Masons the name of Brother 
Barber had long been familiar, and mentioned with respect. 
That of Gurney was, as a household word, strong, forcible 
and effective, incorporated into the jurisprudence of Tem- 
plarism. Of the others, they obtained honors and wore them 
worthily. The address throughout is well conceived and well 
managed. He speaks with satisfaction of the custom of New 
Haven Commandery making, on New Year's Day, 


“Their annual donation visit to the New Haven Orphan Asylum, and 
i - PT Sheen . 3 pearipeeine | 
leaving with the managers of that institution their cash donation. 


This has been an average of $350 a year —coutributed by 
the 284 members of that body. “But the greatest of these is 
Charity,” 

The business transacted was in harmony with the action of 
the Grand Commander, and he received a vote of thanks for 
We oe : ‘ 

His faithful and efficient services.” A vote was also passed 
reducing the per capita tax on members from 30 to 20 cents. 

The report on Correspondence is by Grand. Recorder 

7 O AS i 
Wheeler, and he makes one of the best. He devotes a lib- 
eral space to Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and quotes 
largely from Grand Commander Burnham’s address, specially 
on Decisions, Grand Encampment, and again from the his- 
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torical address at the dedication of the Asylum in Providence. 
Sir Knight Wheeler has clear-cut opinions, when he chooses 
to express them, as appears in remarks preceding a quotation 
from Mississippi, wherein he says: 


“We extract the following regarding sunday display, ostensibly for 
worship, but really for show. We alluded to this subject two years 
ago, this rub-a-dub chureh going.” 


He does not take kindly to the “High title” fancy—such 
as “Lordship,” “Gen'l,” “Col.” “Major,” “Capt.,” and dis- 
tinctions of like character, when used in Masonry. 

The Sir Knight is a keen observer, and fairly infers that a 
maximum of blossoms suggests a minimum of fruit. He 
quotes again on what he ealls “The mvasion humbug.” 

This alludes to asking permission from a Grand Com- 
mander of one jurisdiction for a Commandery of another to 
go into, or visit therein. This he follows up by quoting 
Grand Commander John H. Gordon, of Mississippi, who 
says: “Of all stupid nonsense that has been exhibited in 
Templar intercourse, this custom takes the palm for senseless 
gush.” 

Charles E. Billings is Grand Commander, Joseph K. 
Wheeler Grand Recorder and Committee on Correspondence 
—both of Hartford. C. 


Daxora, 1887. 


The Fourth Annual Conclave of this Grand Commandery 
was held in Huron June 7, 1887, Daniel §. Glidden, Grand 
Commander. The Report on Credentials shows a good at- 
tendance, and the several Committees, on Finance, Templar 
Jurisprudence, Unfinished Business, Returns of Chartered 
Commanderies and Commanderies N. D., indicate that prep- 
aration was made for work. 

The Grand Commander, early in his address, said: 

“In presenting this communication permit me to congratulate the 
Order in this jurisdiction upon its abundant prosperity, the complete 
harmony which prevails within our borders, and the Knightly courtesy 
which has been extended to this Grand Body by all, or nearly all, the 
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sister Grand Commanderies of the United States, and also from several 


foreign jurisdictions.” 


The following on “Ritual” seems to be what Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island repudiates : 


“The Committee on Ritual, acting under instructions from this 
Grand Body, have provided for the printing of 500 copics of the same, 
and are undoubtedly ready to make their final report.” 


The report was made, “500 copies” were “printed in 
cipher and suitably bound,” and placed in “the custody of 
the Grand Recorder.” 


Tt was “ Resolved, That it be the sense of this Grand Commandery 
that the Subordinate Commanderies of this Jurisdiction be requested 
not to receive the petition of any Companion Royal Arch Mason who 
is, at the time of making the same, a dealer in spirituous liquors as a 
beverage,” x 


A proposed amendment to the statutes, making this obliga- 
tory under penalty of expulsion of the vendor, was ordered 
to be read in all the Subordinate Commanderies before final 
action. 


Tt was Resolved, That a set of jewels for Grand Commandery be 
purchased, 


Charters were granted to two new Commanderies, making 
ten in all, with a membership of 458. 

Evidently the business of this Grand Commandery is well 
attended to, and the congratulatory words of the Grand 
Commander are fully justified. 

No report on Correspondence. 

Mave A. Brewer, Fargo, Grand Commander; Bruce M. 
Rowley, Huron, Grand Recorder; Wm. D. Stiles, Sioux 
Falls, Com. on Correspondence. Cc. 


Enauanp AND WALES, 1887-88. 


The year commences in May with the Grand Priory of the 
ea Orders of the Temple and Malta in England and 
Wales, and half-yearly meetings are held in December an- 
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nually. On May 18th, 1887, the Meeting was held at the 
City Terminus Hotel, Cannon street, London, Col. Shadwell 
H. Clarke, V.. i... Great Sub Prior, on the Throne in place 
of the Earl of Lathom, “ The Very High and Eminent Great 
Prior,’ who was absent. The muster roll of officers shows 
28 V.. EB... Provincial Priors, 6 National Great Officers and 
15 Officers ; other officers are provided for special service, 
and there is 2 ‘Grand Master’s Council and Court of 
Appeal.” 

This latter appears to pass upon and settle all matters of 
business, though Great Priory passes upon a motion “to re- 
ceive and adopt the report.” 

In regard to the question at issue with the Great Priory 
of Canada, because of the latter’s warranting a Preceptory in 
Australin, it was decided to let the matter remain in abey- 
ance until December, 1887, “In order to give the Great 
Priory of Canada an opportunity of considering and answer- 
ing the objections to its recent action in Australia made by 
the Great Priory of England.” 

One hundred guineas were voted as a contribution to “the 
funds of the Imperial Institute of the United Kingdom, the 
Colonies and Indian.” : 

Tt was also voted, “That the minimum fee for the instal- 
Jation of a Knight into the Order be reduced from Five 
Guineas to Three Guineas.” 

The argument for this was, “ The Council thought that the 
yeduction in the minimum fee might afford relief to some of 
the Preceptories.” There had been a falling off in the num- 
ber of eandidates received into the Order, and this it was 
thought would counteract it. The reduction was not com- 
pulsory but Preceptories can avail themselves of it if advis- 
able. It was suggested that the Royal Arch degree as pre- 
liminary to the Templar Orders, be abolished, but this was 
quickly met by the Grand Sub-Prior with the statement that 
“Phe Royal Arch Degree was one of the Land Marks of 

the Order, and he did not think that Great Priory would 
ever consent to abolishing that qualification.” 

This was followed by a vote to strike from the Roll all 
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“Preceptories seven years in arrears.” Surely this is time 
enough for a preceptory to die in, and sixteen of them are in 
that extremity. 

We have had occasion heretofore to remark the absence of 
any satisfactory statistical information in their reports; this 
we must continue to regret 

The Prince of Wales is Grand Master, the Earl of Lathom 
is Great Prior, and W. Tinkler, 22 Chauncey Lane, London, 
W. C., is Vice Chancellor. C. 


Groreta, 1888. 


The 27th Annual Conclave of this Grand Commandery was 
held in Savannah, April 18-19, 1888, Charles T. Watson, 
Grand Commander. The Grand Commandery was received 
at Head-Quarters and escorted to Masonic Temple, where 
Sir Knight, Rufus E. Lester, Mayor, made an address of 
welcome to the city and to the Asylum. Palestine Com- 
mandery dispensed hospitalities to visiting Sir Knights. 

In addition to others the representatives of twenty Grand 
Commanderies were welcomed in a graceful speech by Grand 
Commander Watson, during which he said : 


“Your commissions from your respective Grand Commanderies to 
cure greater unity of purpose, concert of action and harmony, en- 
deavor to strengthen the ties already uniting us and promote in a more 
eminent degree the prosperity of our Order and the success of the 
Principles of Christian Knighthood, mark you as prominent exemplars 
and exponents of our professions which, I trust, are not lightly es- 
teemed by you.” * * * ‘Please convey to the Grand Command- 
enes you represent our strong attachment to them, and the hope that 
ee now uniting us may become closer and warmer from 


se 


R.E. Sir Thomas Ballantyne, representative of M. E. Sir 
Charles Roome, Grand Master, was received with the honors 
due his rank, and pleasantly welcor ned. 

The Grand Commander made fraternal reference to the 
dead, in his address, and specially to R. E. Sir Robert H. 
prem G., C.. Gen.'., who died suddenly in February, 
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In speaking of the “new Ritual,” and in reply to “much 
adverse criticism,” he says : 


“While the work in this jurisdiction is shorn of some of its beauty 
and impressiveness by the new Ritual, the advantage of having a uni- 
form Ritual throughout the United States supersedes, to my mind, any 
pet ideas we may entertain as to the superiority of our old Ritual.” 


Under the head of “ Visitations,” he says: 


"So far as T have been able to judge, from my own observation and 
from the testimony of all the Sir Knights I have consulted, perfect: 
peace and harmony prevails in all our Commanderies, and all, with 
perhaps the exception of De Molay, No. 5, and Wm. Tracy Gould, No. 
6. are in a healthy, flourishing condition, and generally increasing in 


such a membership as is an honor to the Order.” 


A Charter was granted for a Commandery at Rome, and 
steps were taken to secure a certified copy of the charter 
from the Grand Encampment U.S., of Georgia Commandery, 
No. 1, granted in 1823, and destroyed by fire in February, 
1887. 

The Charter of Tancred Commandery having been sut- 
rendered, its property was ordered to be sold to Rome Com- 
mandery, No. 8, the same number as that held by Tancered. 
This body was chartered in 1871 with seventeen members, it 
had twenty, the highest number, ten years later; in 1883 and 
1884, it had ten members, and died out. We can only sur- 
mise the cause of this decay to be an insufticient field for 
work, and a surrender to “ general” apathy. 

The report on Correspondence, by Sir Knight, the Grand 
Recorder, consists largely of well selected extracts from the 
proceedings of the several Grand Bodies reviewed. Byi- 
dently he prefers to give the opinions expressed m the vari- 
ous jurisdictions rather than his own, but whatever he in- 
tended he succeeded in making an attractive report, and in 
meriting what he received from the Grand Commandery, 
complimentary words and a vote of thanks. 

Two pages of his report is devoted to extracts from the 
Proceedings of Massachusetts and Rhode Tsland, chiefly 
from the Semi-Annual and Annual addresses of Grand Com- 
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mander Chapin, and from the Correspondence report; all of 
which is connected by apt words kindly expressed. 

James L Fleming, Augusta, is Grand Commander; Sam- 
uel P. Hamilton, Savannah, Grand Recorder. (oh 


Tnnriois, 1887. 


This Grand Commandery held its 31st Annual Conclave in 
Chicago, October ¢ 5, 1887. Wilbur F. Bromfield, Grand 
Commander, Sir Knight Hugh McCurdy, V. E. Grand Gen- 
eralissimo, was received and welcomed; and R. 5. Sir Theo- 
dove S. Parvin received similar favor. Each of these distin- 
guished Templars responded in a speech; that of Sir Knight 
McCurdy being in harmony with his official duties, while 
that of Sir Knight Parvin had more of personal reminiscence 
im it, but both were well timed, and invite to reflection. 

The Grand Commander, in his “Address,” said : 


Ty “The year has been a prosperous one in this Grand Jurisdiction. 
hose Commanderies that have been in a somewhat dormant state, 
have aroused from their lethargy, and we trust have become so revivi- 
fied that in the future they will be a credit to this Grand Commandery.” 


We may infer from another clause that a lack of care has 
a conspicuous in the jurisdiction, in admitting candidates ; 
1 Teast F sves assurmnnece f be . 
; this 8 so, the following extract gives assurance of better 

ehavior: 


“Commanderies have aroused to the importance of greater care in 

af Selection of those who shall pass the portals of their Asylums, per- 
mutting. hone but the moral, pure and good to enter there ; with the 
Bae care they have purged themselves of the immoral, impure and 
tshonorable, those who ie brought disgrace and contumely upon 

he Templar name and profession.” 

He doe 


ag: 


: Snot like the custom of granting dispensations, as 
ast the constitutional time of presenting petitions for the 
cpilers holding that every petition should be presented at a 
tated Conelaye, and lie over four weeks before a ballot shall 
de taken on it. He did, however, grant dispensations in five 
cases, for which twenty-five dollars were received and paid to 
the Grand Recorder, > 
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The several decisions reported were approved as being in 
accordance with ‘Templar law. We quote only one of these: 
“No Commandery should confer the Orders upon’a candidate who is 


unable to undergo pilgrimages on account of permanent physical de- 
formity.”’ 


We should ask a more extended definition of the words 
“To undergo pilgrimages,” than appears in the decision itself. 
Do they mean marches, parades for show, or competitive 
drills? If so, we know of several Knights Templars who can 
comply with «all the instructions given in the Asylum, or in 
the Order of the Temple; but if marches or pleasure pilgrim- 
ages are imperative, they would necessarily be ruled out. 

The Grand Commander recommended recognition of the 
Grand Commandery of Oregon, and Grand Commandery ap- 
proved. 

A Committee on Ritual presented forms, one in cipher, and 
a short “Form of Opening and Closing,” all of which were 
adopted, and the latter is printed with the proceedings. 

The reports on the Templar dead were touching tributes to 
those mentioned. We name only one of these, because his 
“Fame had spread both far and wide” as a Mason and Tem- 
plar of honorable reputation—Theodore Tuthill Gurney, was 
born in Ogdensburg, N. Y., Sept. 4, 1820, and died in Chicago, 
Noy. 9, 1886. He was made a Mason in Michigan, in Decem- 
ber, 1848, removed to Chicago in 1856, and subsequently was 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, and R. BE. Grand Com- 
mander, 


“Honored by all who knew him, for his worth as a man and a Mason. 
He has gone to his reward.” 

Sir Henry C. Ranney presented a report on Correspondence 
of 112 pages, in which he includes Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island for 1886. He makes several extracts from Grand Com- 
mander Burnham’s address, with brief comment. Notes the 
death of I. Sir Gilbert Nurse, and that of H. Sir Thomas A. 
Doyle, and quotes from the memorial report on each. 

The Sir Knight hints that he expects readable reports on 
Correspondence from Massachusetts and Rhode Island. In 
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this the committee will be sorry if they disappoint him. We 
shall be able to speak more fully after seeing his report on 
Our proceedings for 1887. 

Edward Starr Mulliner, Quincy, is Grand Commander, Gil- 
bert W. Barnard, 78 Monroe street, Chicago, Grand Recorder, 
Henry C. Ranney, 10 Pacific avenue, Chicago, Committee on 
Correspondence. C. 


TnpraAna, 1888. 


The Thirty-Fourth Annual Conclave of the Grand Com- 
mhandery of Indiana, was held in Indianapolis, April 24, 1888, 
George W. F. Kirk being Grand Commander, and it is 
highly creditable that every one of the thirty Commanderies 
Was represented. At the outset the Grand Commander re- 
Ported the year as “ another prosperous * one. ‘ 

He very properly de Jed and declined ‘to grant a dis- 
Densation for a Commandery to appear in public in Templar 
Uniform, on the occasion of the unvailing a soldiers’ monu- 
ment not being a Masonic occ: sion.” : f 

In speaking of the Grand Encampment Ritual he said: 


eareful study, and have no doubt 
something to critici 
he Ritual heretofore used in this 
with me, that some of the 
ave been cither changed or 


“You have had time to give it 
found much to approve, anc possibly 
3 there are but few changes from t 
JMsdiction, Yet I think all will re 
Most beautiful and impr ve sentenc 
left out, 
wht resist the impu 

2 ch are to ime especially objectionable. 

The word Apostle, as applied to Judas Tscariot, struck me when first 
noticed as most ce : hical error. L wrote to Right Em- 
Ment Sir B. 'T. Cy the Committee on Ritual, intimat- 
Mg such belief, 
aa au that the word | 
Fra q iscussion at Chicago in 1880 : ‘ ae 

yy wtelsco, and that it was left by the Committee just as adopted. 

his, of course, settles the matter, and may be chnically correct. 
ont it seems to me that we might with equal propricty speak of the 

Patriot,’ Benedict Arnold. 

The committee are careful to say in its report, that it has studiously 
avoided eneumbering the Ritual with any tacties or drill, ete., and im- 


se to call attention to one or two things 


inly a typograp: 
son, Chairman of 


was adopted in open Grand Eneampment 
, and afterwards re-affirmed at San 
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mediately proceeded to encumber it with several military commands, 
some of which at least are entirely unknown to the tacties adopted by 
this Grand Commandery.” 


The “Inspector General,” in his report to Grand Com- 
mandery says of the Ritual, it has been “more closely fol- 
lowed than might have been expected.” 

“Very great care has been taken and effort made to comply with tlre 
requirements of this Ritual; and this is especially commendable and 


noteworthy in view of the fact that it is almost unanimously considered 
inferior in many respects to the Ritual it supplanted.” 


It is the duty of this officer to inspect the Commanderies, 
and report in detail, on form of opening, drill, work, dress 
and equipment, apartments, records, paraphernalia, con- 
claves held, average attendance, number present at inspec- 
tion, and financial exhibit. This system ought to give com- 
plete information to Grand Commandery as to the true con- 
dition of every Commandery, and help to raise the standard 
of excellence higher in all of them. The expense of making 
these inspections was $400, and it appears to be considered 
as well invested ; certainly the work was thoroughly done. 

Measures were taken to have the Grand Commandery and 
Templars of Indiana properly accommodated at Washington 
during the Triennial Conclave in 1889, and a “General Com- 
mittee ” of three were appointed with 


**Power to procure and assign headquarters for the Grand and Sub- 
ordinate Comimanderies, appoint sub-committees, and do all things 
necessary to carry out the recommendations.” 


The Report on Correspondence is by Sir N. RB. Ruckle 
and makes 126 pages of superior reading matter. He notes 
in a kindly way the proceedings of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Tsland, and makes extracts from Grand Commander Chapin’s 
address concerning the Ritual, and from the report on cor- 
respondence. He thinks that the mover of the resolution 
which ‘“ deprecates and repudiates” the printing of the eso- 
teric work, did not know that “Grand Master Dean and 
Massachusetts fathered the new Ritual.” 

In reply to this, the “indignant Frater” who offered the 

3 
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resolution knew the story of the Ritual well, and in addition 
to that is familiar with the text. Being this, he knows that 
the Ritual adopted is not that of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, but was changed in many. particulus from the text 
or copy presented by Grand Master Dean. 

Tn speaking of an expelled Mason restored to membership 
in his Lodge, he says: 


“We believe the better doctrine to be, that suspension or expulsion 
in Lodge or Chapter places in abeyance, but, in the absence of a Tem- 
plar procedure does not destroy Commandery membership.” 

It would be easy to take issue with this as to its aeccept- 
ance in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. The opinion holds 
here, that an expelled Mason is thereby deprived of all those 
Masonic rights by which he could be treated as a candidate 
for the Orders of Knighthood, and haying lost his Masonic 
rights the structure built upon these necessarily falls. 

Reuben Peden, Kingstown, Grand Commander, John M. 
Bramwell, Indianapolis, Grand Recorder, N. R. Ruckle, same 
address, Committee on Correspondence. C. 


Towa, 1887. 
In Opening the proceedings of this Grand Commandery 
for 1887 and its twenty-fifth Annual, we are advised by a 
“Masonic Map of Iowa,” of the locality of the 51 Command- 
eries in the jurisdiction, a feature that cannot tril to be of 
much service in showing the territorial limits of each. 

The Conclave was held in Oskaloosa, October 6, 188%, 

Imon R, Dewey, Grand Commander, with 41 of the Com- 
Manderies represented. An eloquent address of welcome, 
in behalf of “De Payens Commandery” and the citizens, was 
made by Sir Knieht W. R. Lacy, of the local body ; to which 
the Grand Garaander made corresponding answer. 

Tn his annual address the Grand Commander spoke of 
their birth, growth and prosperity ; made fraternal mention 
of the dead; approyed of the observance of “ Raster” and 
“Ascension Days,” and gaye a detailed report of his doings 
during the year, 
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He discusses fully and freely the “Ritual,” and gave a his- 
tory of the legislation by the Grand Encampment relating 
thereto; all of which goes to show the feeling of dissatisfac- 
tion in Towa with the “ Ritual,” and the prevailing opinion 
that it was not adopted constitutionally. He quoted also 
from the addr of his predecessor, and as this puts the 
matter, as seen in that jurisdiction, in more condensed form, 
we quote it : 


“The adoption of the ritual was a more serious matter, and oceupied 
the attention of the Grand Encampment almost the entire time on 
Friday, the last day of the Session. Sir Enoch T. Carson was ap- 
pointed to prepare a Templar ritual in 1874, continued in 1877, 1880, 
and 1883, and at the session of 1883, was instructed to print his report. 
This was done in July, 1886, and in August, 1886, three copies were 
sent out to each Grand Commandery. This gave but a short time to 
examine the report and ritual as sent out, and when the report was 
finally made by the committee, it was in many places changed and 
altered from the original text sent out. Very many of the representa- 
tives on the floor of the Grand Encampment were called upon to vote 
upon this ritual without having seen a copy. The number present 
when the ritual was finally adopted was very small, only seventy-two 
being present. Forty-six votes being cast for adoption and twenty-ste 
voting against. Tn so important a matter as this, which has been be- 
fore the Grand Encampment of the United States for twelve years and 
over which volumes have been written, less than one-third of the rep- 
resentatives cntitled to vote were present, and on final adoption less 
than one-fifth voted for it, You may inquire where were the other one 
hundred and sixty-eight members who should have been there to take 
part in the deliberations and vote upon this question ? Perhaps some 
had gone home and the others visiting. There were many places to 
visit, much cooler places than the exposition building, in which our 
sessions were held, and perhaps more entertaining than to listen to 
Brother Carson read by the hour. ‘The ritual, as adopted, will be fur- 
nished to each Subordinate Commandery, and must be worked. 

**Tn some respects it is much like the Iowa ritual, but is shorn of all 
modern improvements. It has gone back to the ‘old landmarks: so 
we are told by the committee. It is not as beautiful nor as impressive 
as the present Towa ritual.” 


For these and similar reasons he issued an order under 
date of May 10, 1887. “ Return at once the said ritual to the 
Grand Recorder, at Des Moines, Iowa. Herein fail not. 
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This order was promptly obeyed, and all copies were re- 
turned as directed. 

The Committee on Doings of Grand Officers reported ap- 
proyal on the foregoing, and Grand Commandery adopted 
as follows : 


“New rituals: The Grand Commandery of the State of Towa does 
hot question the power of the Grand Encampment to prescribe the 
entire ritual of this order, and although we would gladly continue the 
use of the beautiful work prepared for us by our highly accomplished 
and deeply lamented Past Grand Commander, Robert PF. Bower, yet 
we will promptly obey the mandates of the tional Templar Body 
when lawfully enacted and proclaimed. We are compelled to say that 
when the rituals sent to us by Grand Recorder Isaacs were placed in 
our hands we were painfully shocked that so insipid a piece of litera- 
ture should ever have been sent forth in print bearing so important a 
title. We approve the Grand Commande action in gathering in 
those hooks, the legality of whose existence is at least somewhat doubt- 
ful, and we recommend that the matter of the ritual in this Grand 
Jurisdiction, remain in the condition it now is until the next ‘Triennial 
Conclave.” 


To the question, “ Who is entitled to wear the Templar 
Cross?” The Grand Commander replied, and Grand Com- 
mandery adopted : 


“After the term of office has terminated, we find the first four offi- 
i. e., Past Grand Commander, Past Deputy Grand Commander, 
Past Grand Generalissimo, and Past Grand Captain-General, still 
members and officers of the Grand Commandery. All other oflicers 
Cease to be stich on the termination of their elective or appointed posi- 
tion, except Past Commande But the same law quoted above pro- 
vides that their insignia of rank shall be the Passion Cross with rays. 

therefore conclude, and so decide, that the Templar Cross is the 
Proper insignia of office for all elective and appointed offic of the 
Grand Commandery, while serving as such, al Past Grand Command- 
ers, all Past Deputy Grand Commanders, all Past Grand Generalissimos, 
and all Past Grand Captains-General. 


Grand Commandery has a park of about twenty acres, 
near “ Spirit Lake,” for annual encampments and similar use, 
[See our review for 1887] but its possession and improvement 
has not been entirely successful. A committee reported and 
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it was unanimously voted to retain it and improve it “as the 
finances of Grand Commandery will admit.” 

-We note with more than ordinary pleasure the generous 
action of Grand Commandery toward John C. Parish, Grand 
Recorder, stricken with paralysis. He was made “ Emeritus 
Grand Recorder,” and granted $600 a year, and the same 
sum was appropriated to the Grand Recorder. Comment is 
unnecessary. “ By their works ye shall know them.” s 

Sir 'T. C. Ereanbrack made report on correspondence, n 
which he courteously notices Mass. and R. 1, and makes 
liberal quotations from the proceedings of 1886. These ex= 
tracts are from the Grand Commander's address, the report 
on jurisprudence concerning an expelled Mason, from the 
Grand Recorder's report, and again from the annual address 
touching Grand Encampment. He is personally comph- 
mentary to the writer, who remembers him with satisfaction 
and fully reciprocates his good words. ‘The Sir Knight 
exhibits his own goodness of heart in the following compre- 
hensive and fraternal language : 

““To a reasonable mind there is little occasion for fault-finding in 
the business department of Templar onry. It isa consummation 
most devoutly to be wished for, that Knights Templar were as exem- 
plary in personal conduct as in the discharge of official duty. O, that 
our fraters were not so forgetful of their solemn vows! Perhaps ¢on- 
sistency is that jewel reserved for the exclusive adornment of those 
whose home is in heaven.” 

Clark Varnum, Newton, is Grand Commander; John C. 
Parish, Des Moines, Emeritus Grand Recorder; Alf. Win- 
gate, Grand Recorder; T. R. Ercaubrack, Chairman Com- 
mittee on Correspondence. ce 


Kansas, 1887. 


The Sir Knights of Kansas were welcomed to the 19th 
Annual Conclave of their Grand Commandery in Salina, May 
10, 1887, by Henry C. Cook, Grand Commander, who said : 

“The growth of the Order for the past year has been steady, and has 


kept pace with the constant increase in population in our young and 
growing State.” 
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He was not called upon to make any decisions during the 
year, whereat we must conclude that friction has been re- 
duced to a minimum in that jurisdiction. A number of Dis- 
pensations were granted for various reasons, incidental to 
Knightly service, and very properly refused Dispensations in 
three cases: One, “To appear as a Commandery with other 
organizations and participate in ‘ Decoration Day’ services.” 
Second, “'To appear in public in uniform and participate as 
a Commandery in a 4th of July Celebration.” ‘Third, “To 
ballot on the petition of a candidate at a special conclaye, 
not deeming the reasons stated therefor sufficient.” 

Grand Commandery approved the acts of ‘the Grand 
Commander and commended his “ prudent and conservative 
course.” 

Meyer's Tactics and Drill were adopted by vote. Petitions 
were received for four new Commanideries. One was granted, 
the other three were deferred for reasons of informality, 
which, if corrected, will probably secure favorable action. 

Askelon Commandery preferred a request to Grand Com- 
mandery to have their officers installed publicly during the 
evening, and to dedicate their new Asylum. This was done, 
and the families of the Sir Knights and such friends as they 
chose to invite witnessed the ceremonies. 

The Committee on Finance recommended : 


“That the sum of $1,000, or so much thereof as may be found neces- 
Sury, be appropriated out of the general fund to pay pr sent claims and 
the current expenses of this Grand Commandery for the fiseal year.” 


Sir John H. Brown reviewed the proceedings of thirty-four 
Grand Commanderies, Massachusetts and Rhode Island being 
one. His paper on the Grand Encampment occupies nearly 
eight pages, giving the decisions mace in that body at the 
Session of 1886, and the action thereon, and other matter 
largely connected with the code and Digest. 

He gives about four and a half pages to Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island, made up chiefly of extracts from the pro- 
ceedings, These are from the reports on E. Sir Gilbert 
Nurse and E. Sir Thomas A. Doyle ; from the Grand Com- 
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mander Burnham’s Address; and a more lengthy quotation 
from the simme author's address at the dedication of the Asy- 
lum in Providence. 

Oceasionally Sir Knight Brown speaks out, and here 18 
what he had to say in response to Sir Knight BH. T. Carson, 
of Ohio, about “ growling”: 


“He [Carson], si ‘Sir Brown is a chronic growler about Grand 
Encampment’ Well, as to which of us has done and does the most 
growling over that or other subjects, we leave to the judgment of those 
who read our several reports. 

“We hold that any Sir Knight has the right to approve or condemn 
the acts or neglect of any Grand Body, and for so doing we do not 
think it knightly—which implies good taste—to call him a crank, 
chronie growler, or fault finder. In answer to his last inquiry—‘Sit 
Brown, won't you give the Grand Encampment a rest ?—we say, that 
will depend on circumstances, especially whether some more of the 
remaining barnacles that hinder speed and imperil safety ean be de- 
tached with safety to the hull of the Grand Craft. 

“Just criticism is always timely, and we neyer complain of what our 
brethren, companions or Sir Knights say of us, so long as they do not 
distort our remarks and keep truth on their side, and then allow us the 
same latitude ; in other words, we are willing to give and take, without 
grumbling or calling names like a rude school-boy.” 


But we must lay this excellent pamphlet by and present J. 
Jay Buck, of Emporia, Grand Commander; John H. Brown, 
Wyandotte, Grand Recorder and Committee on Gorrespond- 
ence. i 

Keyrvcry, 188s. 


This Grand Commandery held its 41st Annual Conclave 
Maysville, May 9, 10, 1888, preceded by a “Grand Escort 
Parade” to the Masonic Temple, where an address of wel- 
come was made by William P. Coons, Past E. CG. of Maysville 
Commiundery. 

E. Sir W. LaRue Thomas, Gr.*. Capt... General of the Gr.’. 
Encampinent of the United States, was present and took part 
as a member in the business, Grand Commander Henry G. 
Sandifer made a clean and business like address, in which he 
characterized the state of the Order in the year past as one 
of “Uncommon growth and activity.” 
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His remarks under the word “Necrology” are fraternal 
and eloquent tributes to the dead; among these are included 
Past Grand Masters James Hutchison, and William Sewall 
Gardner, of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. ; 

Under the words “General Orders” are included a variety 
of subjects passed by him in his official capacity. “ Dispen- 
sations” granted and declined are reported. He decided 
that where a Sir Knight cast a black ball against a candidate 
and withdrew his objection between Stated Conclaves, it 
would be improper to state it, and before a petition ean be 
renewed, and a ballot taken thereon, six months must have 
expired. Also: 


Also: ‘Joint oceupancy of halls is contrary to Masonic and Templar 
usage, and it would be improper for a Commandery to permit its Asylum 
to be used by any other than a Masonic Body.” 


Here is what he says about the “Ritual :” 


“The ritual adopted by the Grand Encampment (when less than 
one-third of the Representative entitled to vote were present) meets 
with general disfavor in this jurisdiction. , 

Uniformity is much to be desired, but if it can not be had without 2 
Sacrifice of all that is beautiful and impressive in our ceremonies, it 
had best be let alone. 

ints 

This question should, and do 
ennial Conclave.” 


ubtless will, be reopened at the next tri- 


He has a good word to say for the “Masonic Widows’ and 
Orphans’ Home,” in Louisville, which 


4 “Now shelters 206 beneficiaries, and its present excellent condition 
is largely due to its efficient management. Let us as Knights ‘Templar 
See to it that its usefulness and its power for good be not impaired, 
through want of our earnest codperation and hearty support.” 


We have seen enough of Kentucky Knights Templars, and 
of the “Home,” to ieitoni? that both are too meritorious and 
helpful to drift into neglect on the part of the former, ora 
needless place by the latter. 

The reports of inspecting officers show that this work is 
done thoroughly. The ritualistic ceremonies are carefully 
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observed and reported upon—together with the condition of 
the Commanderies in detail. 
We notice this with approval, on Uniform: 


* Be it Resolved, That it is hereby made a Knightly offense for any 
Knight to use or loan to any person the whole or any part of his uni- 
form, to be worn on other than Masonic oceasions.” 

This resolution is in the right direction, and one of similar 
character ought to be enforced everywhere. It was noticed 
with regret that a mounted aid or marshal, riding at the head 
of one of the divisions in the Knights Templar parade in St. 
Louis, in 1886, wore a Templar’s belt, sword and baldrie, and 
a fez having emblazoned on its front the “ Tiger’s claws and 
scimetar.” If an article of costume was ever out of place 
and offensive anywhere, and on any occasion, that fez was, 
and its wearer should have been unhorsed. ‘Similar devices 
worn upon the breast, side by side with Templar badges, were 
numerous and out of character in a procession of Knights 
Templar, and it is to be hoped that the Grand Encampment 
will take a hint from Kentucky, and forbid such incongruous 
mingling of discordant devices. 

Sir Charles R. Woodruff made report on Correspondence, 
and reviewed the proceedings of 35 Grand Bodies, including 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, in a courteous and fraternal 
manner. 

He quotes from the Grand Recorder's report on general 
statistics—compliments and quotes from the report on Cor- 
respondence, which he calls “ elegant,” and does a bit of 
criticism on the “Superfluous and unlawful ‘s. ” 

Massachusetts and Rhode Island say, in the Constitution 
of the Grand Commandery, “ Knights Templars,” and so it 
has been used since its beginning in 1805. For this reason 
the officers of that body use the word “Templars,” and not 
Templar, especially in matters more immediately concerning 
it, and they leave the rest to the powers superior to them. 
Notwithstanding this, we know the Knights Templar of Ken- 
tucky drop the s from the word “Templars,” and say “Tem- 
plar,” in strict accordance with the legislation of the Grand 

4 
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Encampment of the United States, to which body we are just 
as loyal as we can be. 

We feel compelled to part with, for the present at least, 
Sir Knight Woodruff—his report is among the most attractive 
and alluring, but time and space (the latter for the printer) 
say here let us rest. 

We must notice, however, the magnificent exhibition of 
chivalric character in electing one gone blind, but a true Sir 
Knight, to wit: Horace January, Maysville, Grand Com- 
mander; Lorenzo D. Croninger, Covington, is Grand Re- 
corder; Charles R. Woodruff, Louisville, Committee on Cor- 
respondence. G. 


In GrxeraL AND IN CONCLUSION. 


In presenting so much of this report as brings us to this 
point, we refer to our remarks of last year as to the general 
tone and character of the printed proceedings and the excel- 
lent manner of their preparation by the several Grand Re- 
corders. The printing in all cases is good; so is the quality 
of the paper; and if our conclusions are correct, the prices 
paid for the work are considerate and favorable to the juris- 
dictions concerned. Correspondingly, we feel gratified at 
the favor with which the proceedings of Massachusetts and 
Bhode Island are received, and the entire absence of any 
show of illnature or serious dissatisfaction with our forms 
and practice. Some proper criticism there is, but even this 
may fairly be called at the minimum ; and yet it is good that 
we sometimes “see ourselves as others see us.” 

We have considered the will and the patience of the Grand 
g mmandery more than our own inclination, and have been 
brief where our neighbors might fairly have expected more 
from us; but no intended slight Jurks between the lines, or 
lack of appreciation moves Us. As applied to officers, we 
have rarely used the titles appropriate to their rank, espe- 
cially as prefixes, but as Grand Commanders are constitu- 
tionally entitled to be called Right Eminent, our omission 
neither detracts from their dignity, nor signifies lack of re- 
spect for the honors of office. 
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We have not entered overmuch into the discussion of de- 
batable questions, but have quoted somewhat freely concern- 
ing the “ Ritual.” ‘This being a common possession it seems 
that each should know the other’s manner of treating it. 

Suspension for non-payment of dues has received attention 
in different jurisdictions. The non-aftiliate does not seem to 
be in favor anywhere, though he is regarded with different 
degrees of toleration. When wilfully non-affiliated, he re- 
ceives no compliments, but when so of necessity he has con- 
sideration. y 

An expelled Mason, if a Knight Templar also, restored to 
good Masonic standing by his Lodge, is a character of un- 
fixed membership in his Commandery, and the status of such 
a one has been discussed. 

It is held by some that restoration in the Lodge restores to 
membership in the Commandery, provided the latter has not 
of itself taken disciplinary action. To this we demur, 0D the 
ground that having lost by constitutional process all Masonic 
rights and privileges, he has no longer any claim to honors 
or preferment grounded upon these. Having been an eX- 
pelled Mason, he could not be a Knight Templar because of 
such expulsion, and restoration by the Lodge could only 
cover Lodge limitations, therefore his restoration to mem- 
bership in the Commandery must depend upon its will. 

Tactics and drill, aswell as uniform are subjects of atten- 
tion by all Grand Commanderies, but we forego discussion 
on these topics, considering them of local more than of gen- 
eral concern. 4 

To our fellow correspondents we owe thanks for their 
favorable comments, holding in due appreciation their ex- 
ceedingly ood work. Here we lay down the pen after 
giving a courteous hail and salute to our fellows. 0. 


Lovtstana, 1888. 


A pamphlet of twenty-four pages contains the printed 
transactions of the Grand Commandery of Louisiana at its 
twenty-fifth Annual Conclave, held in New Orleans, Feb- 
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ruary 17,1888. In the absence of the Grand Commander, 
R. E. John G. McWilliams, Deputy Grand Commander Wm. 
T. Benedict presided. Three new commanderies were rep- 
resented by the officers of their respective Councils. There 
were also eleven Past Grand Commanders present, ten other 
permanent members, besides the Grand Officers, thirteen in 
number, 

The address of Grand Commander McWilliams was read 
by the Grand Recorder. It briefly summarizes the work of 
the year and the condition of the Order in the jurisdiction. 
Evidently there is not much enthusiasm in Louisiana respect- 
ing Templarism, and quite likely there are special stumbling 
blocks in the way of its progress. The Grand Commander, 
after remarking upon the peace and harmony generally pre- 
vailing, says : 


ways, and wait in hope a return of prosperity to the body 
politic when, undoubtedly, the Templar organization will 
take on new life and strength. 

The income of the year was $172.50; expenses $194.40; 
cash on hand $256.10. There was an addition of 15 members 
and a loss of 17—leaving the aggregate membership 305. 
Albert G. Brice was elected Grand Commander; Richard 
Lambert Grand Recorder. No report on Correspondence 
was presented. Joseph P. Hormor and Richard Lambert 
were named as Committee to prepare such a report: 


H. W.R. 


Marg, 1887. 


The writer takes especial interest in reyiewing the pr0- 
ceedings of this jurisdiction, having received the Orders of 
Knighthood in Maine Commandery, No. 1, at Gardiner, 20 
being personally acquainted with many brethren and Knights 
in the Pine Tree State. In turning the pages of the volume 
in hand he comes upon names long familiar to the members 
of the Order in that jurisdiction—names of honored workers 
who have rendered efficient aid in advancing the Masonic 
institution, in all its branches, to its present influential posi- 
tion—while he notes the absence of other names that a quat- 
ter of a century ago were always prominent in the record, 
and finds their place oceupied by a younger contingent, who 
are now bearing the heat and burden of the day and showing 
the same qualities of Masonic zeal, ability, and faithfulness 
which distinguished the leaders and upholders of the institu- 
tion in former years. 

The Thirty-sixth Annual Conclave was held in Portland, 
May 4, 1887. Grand Commander John O. Shaw presided 
and gave an address of much interest, Tho decisions were 
announced, one to the effect that a Sir Knight who applies 
to a Commandery for membership and is duly elected be- 
comes a member, and therefore properly chargeable for dues, 
from the date of his election, no matter whether or not he 
signs the by-laws of the Commandery ; the other that a Com- 
mandery may dispose of its funds for any purpose not for- 


“T would, Sir Knights, that I could add that we are also prosperous 5 
but the returns from the Subordinate Commanderies show that we 
barely hold our own. There is no increase in the number of Comman- 
deries ; there is no augmentation of our numbers.” 


He suggests whether something may not be done to 
awaken new interest and increase the membership, making a 
Suggestion as follows: 


7" “Tt should be considered a question of interest to Knights Templar 
in Louisiana, whether members of Commanderies who live at a dis- 
tance from their Asylum might not unite in sufficient numbers to 
Organize new Commanderies. It is a matter of experience that there 
are many Royal Arch Masons who would gladly receive the Orders of 
Knighthood, were they sufficiently near to some Commandery to 
Tender attendance on its meetings practicable ; while many others 
would be instigated to seek those Orders by the example of their com- 
Panions. An impetus would thus be given to Templar Masonry which 
Would redound to its increase and prosperity, and to the good of 
Masonry in general.” 


The Committee to whom the Address was referred declined 
to favor the creating of new Commanderies for convenience 
sake, and, while acknowledging the depressed condition of 
the Order, gave expression of their opinion that the best 
thing to do was to go on steadfastly in the well-appointed 
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bidden by statute. Both decisions are undoubtedly correct ; 
but all things lawful are not expedient, and the members of 
a Masonic body ought always to exercise due thought before 
voting to take funds from their treasury to pay the expenses 
of a pleasure excursion, etc. Grand Commander Shaw makes 


a favorable showing of the Triennial Conclave at St. Louis. 
He says: 


“No one can assert that the Grand Encampment of 1886 did not set- 
tle itself down to business. The time was oceupied in full in diseuss- 
ing and deciding all questions that were brought before it, as a careful 
perusal of the proceedings will show, and it was done in a Knightly and 
courteous manner. The most important acts adopted were a change in 
the code of statutes regarding the advancement of a Red Cross Knight, 
by which open charges must be preferred and decided by a trial duly 
convened for that purpose, private objection not being sufficient to pre- 
vent the advancement. The committee on Rituals reported 2 complete 
ritual for the Orders of the Red Cross and Temple, which was, after 
much discussion, adopted by the Grand Encampment. At last this 
matter is settled, and we have a uniformity throughout the United 
States. It is substantially what we have heen using in Maine, and no 
marked change will have to be made. They are now ready for distri- 
bution. I think that if they are carefully studied, and compared with 
the one we have been using, we, of Maine, will not find any fault with 
the action of the Grand Encampment in adopting it as the standard. 
Maine is too loyal not to accept it.” 


Onr thought is that after careful study and comparison 
more faults will be found in the new ritual than Sir Knight 
Shaw supposed—certainly wider discrepancies from the old 

ame work. At the time of this writing it does not look as 
though the matter of ritual was settled and uniformity se- 
cured. 

Grand Recorder Ira Berry presented his thirty-first annual 
teport, showing that there are sixteen Subordinate Comman- 
deries in the jurisdiction, having a total membership of 1940. 
The sum of $685 was received as dues from the several Subor- 
dinates during the year. The figures presented in the sey- 
eral reports—both financial and statistical—indicate a condi- 
tion of progress and prosperity pleasant to record. 

; The legislation of the Grand Commandery was not of 
important character. Routine matters were considered and 
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disposed of in a seemingly intelligent and harmonious man- 
ner. In the matter of Grand Representatives, the following 
recommendation, submitted in report of a committee, was 
approved : 

“Tn accordance with the action of other Grand jurisdictions, your 
committee recommend that the commissions of this Grand Comman- 
dery to their representatives near other Grand Commanderies expire 
with each Triennial Conclave, and that the same be renewed thereafter 
as soon as practicable; also, that the appointments be given to those 
only who hold no other commission.” 


A Report on Correspondence by Sir Stephen Berry occu- 
pies sixty-seven closely printed pages. He notices thirty- 
four sister Grand Commanderies, presenting a summary of 
their respective doings, interspersed with occasional eriti- 
cisms and suggestions. Under the head of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island, he quotes a part of the address given by 
Past Grand Commander Burnham at the dedication of the 
Templar Asylum in Providence, and refers appropriately to 
the death of Sir Thomas A. Doyle of that city. Under the 
head of .Colored Templars, he says: 


“©We have received from William T. Boyd, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Correspondence, the proceedings of the Colored Grand Com- 
mandery of Ohio for 1884-5-6, from which we are enabled to gather 
some interesting statistics. 

«That Grand Commandery is composed of seventeen subordinates, 
of which eleven are located in Ohio, two in Kentucky—both at Louis- 
ville—three in Tennessee, and one in Indiana. Tt has been organized 
fifteen years, and its membership in 1883 was four hundred and seventy- 
six; in 1884, four hundred and eighty; in 1885, three hundred and 
eighty-two; and in 1886, three hundred and eighty-seven. It will be 
seen that the average membership is but twenty-three, and this is seat- 
tered over four great States. 

«There are also Grand Commanderies in California, District of Co- 
lumbia, Mlinois, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, Maryland, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and Massachusetts, and Virginia. 

‘Ohio seems to be the leading Grand Commandery, so that we may 
estimate that in the whole twelve Grand Commanderies there are not 
over 2,500 members. 

«‘The fact that Ohio has two subordinates in Kentucky while it con- 
tinues in friendly relations with the Grand Commandery of Kentucky, 
shows the inchoate condition of the Colored Order. 
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“We are somewhat surprised to find the membership so small and 
decreasing, but as the largest membership is thirty-three, it is ob- 
viously expensive, and, therefore, not attractive to a race which as yet 
has but few men of wealth. On the whole, we opine that the Black 
Knight will for some time remain Le Faineant.” 

Sir William J. Burnham, of Lewiston, was elected Grand 
Commander ; Sir Iva Berry, Portland, re-elected Grand Re- 
corder ; Sir Stephen Berry, Portland, Chairman of Commit- 
tee on Correspondence. H.W. 1 


Marybanp, 1887. 


The seventeenth Annual Conclave of the Grand Command- 
ery of Maryland was held in Baltimore, November 22, 1887. 
Seven of the eight subordinate Commanderies of the juris- 
diction were represented. zr Charles Wm. Hatter, Grand 
Commander, presided. In his address to the body he spoke 
approvingly of the observance of “Ascension Day,” and 
recommended that a special order for the day be prepared. 
We notice that the recommendation was disapproved by a 
committee to whom the matter was referred, their view being 
that the arrangement of an order of service should be left to 
the churches where the Templars may be invited to observe 
the memorable day. The Grand Commandery wisely con- 
curred in the view taken by its committee. By the address 
of the Grand Commander, as from other reports of Grand 
Officers, the fact of the general prosperity now attending the 
Templar order in Maryland is made clear. The conclave of 
the Grand Body was continued through two days, the second 
day being devoted for the most part to prescribing a uniform 
to be worn by all the Commanderies in Maryland. A full 
dress coat and a fatigue coat are required by the rules 
adopted, and these garments are to be of a required pattern, 
with trimmings, buttons, etc., as described ; then, also, there 
are specifications as to trousers, chapeau, cap, baldrie, belt, 
sword, gloves, shirt-collar, shoulder-straps, etc., the regula- 
tions for uniform being alike rigid and explicit. An Inspec- 
tor of Uniforms was appointed to see to the carrying out of 
the newly adopted regulations in every particular, and a vote 
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was passed “that no Sir Knight be allowed to parade with 
his Commandery after Easter Monday next, unless he has 
the regulation uniform.” 

A Report on Correspondence, by Past Grand Commander 
F. J. S. Gorgas, includes a review of thirty-three Grand 
Commanderies, Massachusetts and Rhode Island being of 
the number. Evidently Sir Gorgas is a careful reader of the 
Proceedings which come to his hands, and has the happy 
faculty of selecting wisely therefrom, for, although his report 
is largely made up of quotations from addresses and other 
papers presented at the sessions of Grand Commanderies, it 
is yet suggestive and instructive to more than an ordinary 
degree. The spirit and purpose that determine his report 
are made evident by its closing words : 


‘With us Masonry has been a study, and we revere it for what it 
teaches,; if not in all cases we regret to state, for the manner in which 
it is administered. We have never practiced Masonry for what it may 
be worth as 2 means to satisfy an inordinate ambition ; for callous, 
deed, must be the soul that pure Masonie principles cannot elevate 
to a higher aim than self-glorification and personal ambition. We 
rejoice in the prosperity of the Templar Order, and trust that its 
liberal principles and humane teachings may so impress all men, that 
its influence may be recognized throughout the civilized world.” 


Sir J. A. C. Kahler, Grand Commander; Sir Charles 
Thomas Sisco, Grand Recorder; Sir F. J. S. Gorgas, Chair- 
man Committee on Correspondence. H. W. R. 


Micuiaan, 1888. 


The Proceedings of the Grand Commandery of Michigan, 
for 1888, appear in substantial and elegant form, good paper, 
artistic printing, and various embellishments in colors, giving 
to the volume in hand a more than ordinary attractiveness. 
The frontispiece is an engraved portrait of Sir Thomas Tal, 
Williams the retiring Grand Commander. 

The Annual Conclave was held at Grand Rapids, May 15, 
1888. Past Grand Commander Hugh McCurdy, Grand Gen- 
eralissimo of the Grand Encampment, being present, was 
received with the honors due his exalted position. He made 


a 
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a felicitous response to the greeting accorded him. Grand 
Commander Williams reported his action touching some 
matters of an important character. In June, 1887, having 
ascertained that the new ritual was not used in all the Com- 
manderies of the jurisdiction, he issued General Order, No. 
1, of which the following is a vital paragraph : 


“He therefore orders and directs that no other ritual than the one 
adopted at triennial in 1886, held in St. Louis, shall be used within any 
asylum throughout this jurisdiction in the conferring of the degree of 
Red Cross, Knights Templar or Knights of Malta.” 


Evidently the new ritual is not much liked in Michigan, 
for, after the promulgation of the Order, earnest protests 
were received against the use of the new work sent forth by 
the Grand Encampment at its last triennial session. 

The reports of Grand Officers and Committees make a 
gratifying showing of the condition of the Templar Order 
in Michigan. There are forty subordinate commanderies, 
having an aggregate membership of 3923; the annual dues 
received from these bodies for the year reported amounted 
to $3,190.25. Two hundred and twenty-two candidates were 
knighted during the year. 

The legislation by the Grand Commandery, at the Con- 
clave to which reference is made, was for the most part un- 
important. Several matters were debated earnestly ; among 
these a proposition to adopt a standard uniform, but action 
was deferred until another year. Another proposition, look- 
ing to the employment of a stenographer to take full notes of 
everything said at the sessions of the Grand Commandery, 
was referred to the Finance Committee. 

Grand Recorder Innes furnishes an extended and enter- 
tertaining report on Correspondence. He reviews the doings 
of thirty-five Grand bodies, including Canada and England 
on the list, taking for the work of such review 248 pages. 
His is a fine and courteous pen, which easily traverses the 
whole range of Templar history, jurisprudence, and practice. 
Under the head of Massachusetts and Rhode Island he 
quotes liberally from papers presented to our Grand Com- 
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mandery, including last year’s report on Correspondence by 
Chapman, Dadmun, and the writer, each being responsible 
for a defined part of the document. Sir Innes, referring to 
the action taken by the Grand Encampment, at St. Louis, 
respecting the “ Charlotte controversy,” says: 


“The disposition of that matter makes us believe that the Grand 
Encampment of the United States itself believes that the powers dele- 
“gated to it ave not as extensive as was once supposed to be by that 
body. What say you, Sir Rugg 2” 


Our hope is that the Grand Encampment is coming to take 
this view, and that it will be disposed to respect “State 
rights”’ in many things belonging to the administration of 
Templarism. Of course the Grand Encampment exercises 
absolute, unrestricted authority over the subordinate com- 
manderies directly allegiant to it; but the relation of the 
Grand Encampment to Grand Commanderies is, and of right 
ought to be, somewhat different. These last named bodies 
have a sovereignty of their own——certain reserved rights 
never delegated to the Grand Encampment—and this sove!- 
eignty must be taken into account in any attempt to define 
the relations existing between the Grand Encampment and 
the Grand Commanderies respectively allegiant thereto. 

Sir Innes quotes approvingly our expression of opinion 12 
regard to the Ohio difficulty, which, he says, ought never to 
have arisen. On another page of his report, referring to the 
trial of H. D. Moore, which was certainly managed i ® 
strange sort of way and resulted in an increase of disseD- 
sions and ill feelings among the members of the Templat 
Order in Ohio, he says: 


“Tt is too bad that such a great State as Ohio should suffer by inte! 
nal dissensions of this kind, and we hope fora change in this direction, 
and that the past may be blotted out and a new sheet commenced 


Sir Charles P. Bigelow was elected Grand Commander; 
Sir William P. Innes was reélected Grand Recorder and 
continued in his important office as Chairman of Committee 
on Correspondence. H. W. 2. 
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Miynesora, 1887. 


The Twenty-second Annual Conclave was held at Lake 
City, June 24,1887. There was a large attendance, repre- 
sentatives being present from seventeen of the nineteen 
Subordinate Commanderies in the jurisdiction. Seven Past 
Grand Commanders were in attendance. Grand Commander 
Sir Henry Birkett presided, and gave an address containing 
a detailed statement of his official acts for the year. Refer- 
ring to the new ritual, he says: 


‘A few weeks since I received a copy of our new ritual, as approved 
by the Grand Encampment. I have examined the same, and while not 
approving of it entirely, yet as it is promulgated by the Grand En- 
campment, for the purpose of uniformity, I presume it becomes a part 
of the duty of this Grand Body to adopt it for future use in this juris- 
diction.” 


On the report of a committee to whom this matter was sub- 
mitted, the Grand Commandery took formal action, adopting 
the new ritual and prohibiting the use of any other after 
October, 1887. But this approval was given with a slight 
limitation, as will be seen by the resolution which was 
passed : 


“ Resolved, That the ritual for the conferring of the order of Red 
Cross and Knight Templar, as adopted by the Grand Encampment of 
the United States of America, at its conclave held in the city of St. 
Louis in September, 1886, be and the same hereby is declared to be 
the only authorized ritual for the conferring of those orders or either 
of them within the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, and that 
from and after the first day of October, 1887, the said ritual and none 
other be the ritual used by the several subordinate commanderies 
within this jurisdiction in the conferring of such orders respectively ; 
Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to 
require any of such commanderies to adopt or use any part of the 
tactics in said ritual contained.” 


The address of the Grand Commander and the reports of 
other Grand Officers give evidence of the growth and pros- 
perity of Templarism in Minnesota. The total membership 
of the nineteen Commanderies in the jurisdiction is 1,546; 
amount of annual dues received, $1,602.50. As proof of the 
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excellent financial condition of the Grand Commandery, 
mention may be made of the fact that a set of new jewels, 
to be of solid, fine gold, was ordered for the Grand Officers, 
while a vote was passed directing the reprinting of the early 
proceedings of the Grand Commandery. ‘The transactions 
for the year noted appear in attractive form, being embel- 
lished with the portraits of Past Grand Commanders Moses 
W. Getchell and William Lochren. 

The report on Correspondence, by Grand Recorder A. T. 
CG. Pierson, takes notice of the condition and doings of thirty- 
four sister Grand jurisdictions, presenting facts gleaned from 
the printed pages, together with criticisms, suggestions and 
opinions, evolved from the reviewer's mind, that make the 
paper of some seventy pages a most readable document. 

Under the head of Massachusetts and Rhode Island a brief 
statistical exhibit is given, to which is added the announce- 
ment: ‘Transactions of local interest.” 

In his review of the Grand Encampment, noticing a de- 
cision of the Deputy Grand Master, acting as Grand Master, 
on the question as to how membership in a Commandery 18 
affected by suspension in Lodge or Chapter for non-payment 
of dues, Sir Pierson says: 


“We indorse the opinion that no ‘greater penalty can be adminis- 
tered to a delinquent for dues than a deprivation of membership’ in 
the body where the dues have accrued. 

We hold that when the party is suspended and a reason assigned, 
bodies in other jurisdictions have the right to elec whether to regard 
it as such suspension contemplated by the O. B. or not. But if the term 
suspension is used without qualification, then all bodies are pound not 
to hold Masonic communication with a party upon whom such penalty 
has been declared. 

For instance, a party presenting himself for visitation acknowled; 
that he is under sentence of ‘suspension for non-payment of dues 
Lodge or Chapter, and as the constitution of Minnesota expressly 88yS 
that no sentence of suspension or expulsion shall be declared for non- 
payment of dues only, we can elect whether to admit to visitation or 
not, but if the applicant acknowledges that he is under sentence of 
“suspension ’ without qualification, then we are bound not to admit to 
visitation. 


ges 
in 
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To ayoid all confusion, Minnesota, for the non-payment of dues, 


sees deprives of membership, and uses the term, ‘stricken from the 
roll.’” 


The Minnesota rule is an equitable one. We do not think 
that a Commandery should be compelled to suspend a mem- 
ber who has been dropped from the roll in Lodge or Chapter, 
or “ suspended ” for non-payment of dues only. 

Regarding the new ritual we find the following: 


“There are a number of expressions in the ritual that we do not ap- 
prove. ‘Supreme Architect of the Universe,’ et cetera, of minor im- 
portance, of course, the language of the O. B.’s arranged to give the 
idea of continuation of those previous, et cetera, yet for the purpose of 
uniformity we are willing to concede our notions, and adopt.” 


Sir Thomas Montgomery was elected Grand Commander ; 
Sir A. T. GC. Pierson, of St. Paul, was re-elected Grand Re- 
corder. H.W. R. 


Missovurt, 1887. 


The Annual Conclave, held at St. Louis May 10, 1887, 
numerously attended, there being present representatives 
from forty-four of the forty-seven Commanderies in the juris- 
diction, together with all the Grand Officers, seven Past 
Grand Commanders and thirty Past Eminent Commanders 
not included in the foregoing classification. 

Grand Commander Jos. 8. Brown presided. His address 
deserves commendation for several timely suggestions in con- 
nection with the report made as to official acts. Thus, in 
declining to grant a dispensation for a new Commandery at 


Holden, he states the grounds of his refusal in the following 
Significant words: 


“Holden is also only twenty-one miles from Harrisonville, where 
Bayard Commandery No. 26 is stationed. Mary Commandery has 
thirty-six members, badly scattered, ten or twelve of which a Com- 
mandery at Holden would take, thus crippling her very materially in 
present membérship, in addition to depriving her of working material 
of which she would otherwise doubtless get a fair proportion. Rather 
than institute a new Commandery it would be far better for No. 19 to 
remove to Holden. Some of the members of No. 19 have so expressed. 
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themselves, and, if proper courteous effort was made, it could probably 
be done, and thus solve the vexed question. Several places are waiting 
for the precedent to be established, with stronger claims than the 
Fraters at Holden, and would come in strong force, and the result 
would be an additional number of weak bodies unable to respond to 
timate calls made upon Templars. We have enough of that kind 


In almost every Grand jurisdiction there are more Com- 
manderies than the general good demands. Dispensations 
are granted for new bodies, and charters voted, perhaps, to 
accommodate a few knights, sometimes to gratify mere per- 
sonal feeling, and not much thought is exercised as to what 
the result will be after a few years have elapsed, when the 
momentary interest or excitement has died away. It is 
within the province of a Grand Commander to look the 
whole field over, see that the rights of all parties at interest 
be taken into account and properly guarded, and that any 
action taken shall give promise of promoting the welfare of 
the whole body and strengthening the institution. On this 
subject Grand Commander Browne speaks to the point 28 
follows: 


““'To my mind it is a mistaken idea to reeommend a petition through 
Knightly courtesy, when calm judgment protests against indorsing it. 

“Some applicants seem to have the idea that all that is necessary 38 
to get the indorsement of one Commandery, and that certainly the 
Grand Commander will grant dispensation, They forget that they #8 
interested parties are apt to view the case from their standpoint only; 
while the grantor is in duty bound to judge both sides impartially, 20 
having specially in view the rights of bodies already organized. 

‘*Templars should not write ‘ confidential ” letters toa Grand Com- 
mander, or make ‘‘ confidential” communications to him in regard to 
any proposed new Commandery, as it would be apt to place him in the 
false position sometimes of taking action with regard to that or other 
Commanderies, without being able to state all the facts in justification 
for so doing.” 


In this connection it may be noted that two new Com- 
manderies, located respectively at St. Louis and at West 
Plains, were organized during the year and charters voted for 
four bodies. Doubtless the influence of the Triennial session 
of the Grand Encampment, held at St. Louis in 1886, was felt 
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specially throughout the jurisdiction of Missouri. Referring 
to that meeting, he says: 


“**Self-praise is half scandal,’ is an old and trite saying. ‘The tri- 
ennial has come and gone. Valiant Knights gathered here from all 
parts of the Union. The Templars of Missouri and St. Louis did all 
in their power to make their sojourn a pleasant one. We shall be sat- 
isfied with their verdict, and let them speak it. With a strong desire 
to assist in the entertainment in every way possible, General Order No, 
3 was issued. (See document C.) Owing to cirenmstances beyond my 
control, the response was not as full as anticipated, Some had their 
own headquarters, and in consequence of various causes wnnecessary 
to mention, that part of the programme was abandoned. Many gallant 
Knights, however, proffered their services, which were gratefully 
cepted. I herewith tender them my heartfelt thanks for their kind 
assistance. Their zealous efforts materially helped in making the Grand 
Commandery headquarters a grand suecess.” 


He praises the Triennial Committee who represented the 
Grand Commandery of Missouri in arranging for the impor- 
tant occasion : 


“Careful, painstaking, ever obliging, they worked together as a unit, 
like true Templars, and the culmination of their united efforts is the 
admiration of the entire country. Debarred by the resolutions ap- 
pointing them from drawing on the funds of the Grand Commandery, 
or any of the subordinates, with chivalrous intent and Knightly zeal, 
they never flagged in their self-appointed task of making a glorious 
financial ending of ‘Charity Day.’ The question will arise, ‘ Where, 
Oh! where, would they and the charity fund have been if it had rained 
Wednesday instead of Tuesday 2” They ran the risk, assumed the finan- 
cial responsibility, and richly deserve the hearty encomiums bestowed 
upon them. They have done their work well, and are competent to 
complete it. They haye outstanding balances due, which will take 
time to collect. I recommend that the committee be continued, to 
report at the next annual conclave, or sooner, should they so desire. 

“Tn all the successful efforts for the entertainment of our friends 
and Fraters, in the conception and execution of the varied and never 
wearisome plans devised for their social pleasure, could be seen the 
skilful tact of the unobtrus ve, yet watchful, zealous and untiring hand 
of the chairman of the committee, Right Eminent Sir John R. Parson. 
He carried it through successfully in every respect, but at the saerifice 
of time, means, and almost at the cost of himself. Happily, however, 
he is now recovering. He could not be compensated in a pecuniary 
way, yet this Grand Commandery owes it to itself to give proper ex- 
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pression to the h 
of his viluable s 


sh appreciation entertained by the Fraters of Missouri 
vices, and I have no doubt will do so.” 


The Grand Commandery did pass very commendatory res- 
olutions approving the valuable services of Sir Knight Par- 
son and expressing the love and esteem in which his associ- 
ates held him, “both for what he has done and what he is.” 
Tn this connection it may be well to refer to the report of the 
Triennial Committee, Sir Parson, Chairman, showing receipts 
from all sources of $72,199 ; expenditures, $37,047 ; leaving & 
balance, as the result of the suecessful Charity Day Enter- 
tainment of nearly $35,000 for the benefit of the Masonic 
Home in Missouri. Surely this is an encouraging feature of 
the 'Tricunial occasion. No matter what else was done, oF 
left undone, this at least is an accomplishment to be remem- 
bered and rejoiced over. The gathering of so large a sum 
for the purposes of benevolence may well atone for many 
short comings. 

Templarism in Missouri is established on a firm foundation 
and the outlook before it is one of much promise. Harmony 
prevails among the 3000 Knights, whose influence for the 
right is indeed most potent. 

In the transactions of the Grand Commandery we notice & 
ready acceptance of the new ritual sent out by the Grand 
Eneampment, a resolution being passed that “there is now 
no further use for a Committee on Ritual in this Grand juris- 
diction, and the same is hereby discharged.” We submit 
that it would have done no harm to continue the committee, 
whose examination of the new work might haye been helpfu 
in the way of explanation, and posi sibly in suggesting some 
needed corrections. The following sensible resolution Was 
adopted : 


**Pesolved, That the resolution adopted at the last annual conclave, 
requiring ‘that hereafter all members of the Grand Commandery shall 
appear at all conclaves of this Grand body in full dress uniform,’ be 
and the same is hereby repealed.” 


Six William H. Mayo, in his report on Correspondence, 


deals with nearly all the subjects now claiming the special 
6 
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attention of members of the Templar Order. He courteously 
criticises the Grand Commandery of Ohio, using the follow- 
ing words: 


“An immense deal of time of the grand body was taken up, and page 
after page of the proceedings are occupied with the washing of some 
very dirty linen, which we do not propose to ventilate or give an airing 
through the pages of our report ; but will make this very plain assertion 
that our own observation, as well as that of many, many others, has 
proven to be correct, namely : Our Ohio Fraters have made a very BIG 
mountain out of a very little mole hill. Had not a few very good, but 
over zealous members of one branch of Masonry with which, we, as 
Knights Templar, have nothing more to do than we have with Knights 
of Pythias or Odd Fellows, pursued, perseented and prosecuted the few 
disgruntled and disaffected members of another so ealled branch of Ma- 
sonry, this whole trouble in Ohio would have been averted, as it was in 
Missouri and other States. The trial of H. D. Moore should have been 
conducted in a subordinate Commandery, and disposed of in short or- 
der, and as quietly as possible, without publishing and republishing to 
the Masonic as well as profane world a lot of stuff that is wnfit fora Po- 
lice Gazette, much less the records and proceedings of grand organiza- 
tions such as Knights Templar, and partiewlarly a grand jurisdiction 
such as Ohio. In after years, many who have participated in such dis- 
graceful proceedings, will be heartily ashamed of the printed record 
left behind.” 


Sir Mayo quotes, under the head of Mass. and R. T., nearly 
two pages from the address of Past Grand Commander Burn- 
ham, but otherwise gives brief notice of this jurisdiction. 
Reading on to the conclusion of his report, however, we find 
another reference, which is as follows : 


“Our State is so thoroughly loyal to the Supreme Body, that we need 
say but little to them, but to the few, very few, good but disaffected 
and disgruntled Fratres of Pennsylvania, New York, Massachusetts, 
Towa and Maryland, we would say, read carefully the lo 
on jurisprudence in the Grand Encampment proceedings and be con- 
vinced of the error of your way. 

The Grand Encampment surrendering control over the Uniform, we 
fear will have a bad effect, judging from what we have already seen and 
heard, some States having already made some very radical changes, 
and by the time the next Triennial Conclave meets we are a little afraid 
that one not knowing what the grand gathering on Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue, in Washington, D, C., just prior to the starting of the procession 
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meant, or who they were, could not tell by the Uniforms there dis- 
played whether they were from Egypt, Arabia, Turkey, China, Great 
Britain or the United S sis very much to be regretted, for 
the Uniform of » Knight Templar for the past thirty years has been a 
distinctive feature, very much admired by all nations and all classes 
whether Civil, Religious or Military.” 


The Knights of Massachusetts and Rhode Island realize 
their inheritance in all that makes the power and tre glory 
of the Grand Encampment of the United States. They ap- 
preciate its rightful place of authority in the administration 
of Templar affnirs, and intend to be heartily loyal to the 
General Grand Body. They are not “ disattected” or “dis- 
gruntled,” except that they desire to have the rule of the 
Grand Kneampment defined according to the law and the 
Constitution, and in accord with what was the original pur- 
pose of those who established the central organization. They 
do believe that some matters of law and administration be- 
long of right to Grand Commanderies, and that care is need- 
ed to mark out and adjust the relations, leaving to each its 
proper province. Tf we are disaffeeted and disgruntled, Sir 
Mayo, because we want some things, that we think are a little 
wrong, set rig] ut, why we must rest under the imputation as 
best we may. But we purpose to be loyal to the Grand En- 
campment, however we criticise some of its acts and chal- 
lenge some of its assumptions of power. 

Sir Ili H. Mix was elected Grand Commander; Sir William 
H. Mayo, St. Louis, re-elected Grand Recorder. — H. w. B 


L 


Mississtprr, 1888. 


It is but a brief pamphlet of 56 pages which contains the 
transactions of the Grand Commandery of Mississippi, at the 
Annual Conclave, held at Columbus, February 7, 1888. Only 
five of the twelve Commanderies of the jurisdiction were TeP- 
resented in the gathering. The Grand Commander, Sir N- 
S. Walker, was unable to be present at the meeting, but sent 
a letter explaining his absence and referring to the condition 


and needs of the Order. The following is a paragraph from: 


his letter : 
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“From the best information at my command, I am led to believe the 
Order in this State (while it seems on the boom everywhere else), has 
been retrogressive, and I believe that, unless immediate and heroic 
Measures are at once adopted, our course on the down grade will be 
accelerated. There is one thing that I would like to reeommend or 
suggest: that is, that we disconnect ourselves entirely from the other 
Grand Bodies; by this means we will have more time to ‘ deliberate 
pon our unhappy condition,’ and will awaken a greater interest in 
Templar Masonry.” 


Grand Recorder Power in his report emphasized the 
thought of the Grand Commander on this point, and on his 
motion the question of time and place of holding the Annual 
Conclave was referred to Subordinate Commanderies, to be 
voted upon by September, 1888. If a majority favor dis- 
connecting, the next annual session will be held in Vic 
burg, April 4, 1889. If a majority of Commanderies vote 
against the proposed change, then the meeting will be held 
as heretofore on the Tuesday preceding the communication of 
Grand Lodge, and in the same place where that body meets. 

The reports of Grand Recorder and Grand Treasurer show 
the Templar condition in Mississippi to be far from encour- 
aging. Eight Commanderies make returns, paying into the 
Grand Treasury annual dues amounting to $310.55. Several 
Commanderies are in arrears—one for four years. In the 
Judgment of the Grand Recorder, the last named body is 
p ractically dead, and there is no probability of its being 
resuscitated. ‘ 


ass ir George DeLap furnishes a report on Correspondence. 
se uses strong words in avowing his convictions and mak- 
mg itic sms. He takes rather a gloomy view of the Tem- 
play situation and thinks there is a lack of moral earnestness 
on the part of members of the Order. His dislike of the 
Grand Encampment does not seem to lessen, and he still 
insists that the Triennial meetings are occasions of intem- 
perance and evil. Under the head of Wisconsin, replying to 
the charge that his denunciations of the members of the 
Grand Encampment was too severe, he says: 


oF, A ea : 
. e does not agr ee W ith us as to the innate eussedness of the Grand 
meampment and thinks we should prove our assertion as to drunken- 
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ness and licentiousness on those oceasions. Perfeetly proper and right 
is the demand and it would be a very easy matter to comply, if it were 
necessary But unfortunately the alleged facts are known and read of 
all men who attend and who keep their eyes about them. We will ask 
Sir Swain just one question. Did you ever visit a Grand Commander, 
head quarters at a Triennial Conclave and fail to be asked to take 

‘something’? Uf you did, in one instance, we will take it all back. 

The fact that ‘Liquid Damnation’ is as free as water, and much more 

generally drank on these occasions, is sufficient evidence to an or- 

dinary mind that there is bound to be more or less of excess. As to the 
licentiousness incident to these oceasions, the fact that the demi-monde 
is about as profusely decorated with Templar badges as the Sir Knights 
themselves, is suflicient proof in that direction to satis’ reasonable 
people. We have never wished to be understood as charging these 
crimes against God and the institution, against all who attend the show, 
for we know that some of the best and wisest of our brethren go there 
and enjoy themselves in 2 rational and proper way, but what we com- 
plain of is the opportunity it offers and the latitude it gives to those who 
have no higher conception of the Order than to drag it into the gutter 
and parade its emblems in the bawdy house and deck its inmates there- 
with. If the concern has any practical utility—which we deny—it can 
demonstrate the faet by prohibiting the presence of any but its own 
members in its asylum and congregating or parading of Templars 
as such, in the city where it is held, and then go to work and do what- 
ever it has to do, adjourn and go home. If it is necessary to have ® 
Triennial re-union of the Order, have it out in the woods ond take your 
wives, mothers and sisters along to keep you straight ; make it a penal 
offense to drink wine or strong drink within ten miles of the grounds 
and hang the first man that opens a bottle. We are not going to admit 
that we belong to an institution the members of which eannot find en- 
joyment and pleasure in each other’s society without the adjunct ofa 
bottle of liquid damnation as a relish.” 


Evidently Sir DeLap sees only the darker side. His 
charges are altogether too sweeping. We have known of 
instances where no liquors were furnished by Grand Com- 
manderies at the headquarters of such bodies on Triennial 
occasions. The majority of the representatives gathered at 
Triennial Conclayes are temperate, virtuous men, who esti- 
mate the Order according to its declared principles and 
teachings. This at least is our judgment, based on what 
we have seen and heard. Wendell Phillips held that it was 
needful sometimes to exaggerate in order to make an mm- 
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pression and promote a work of reform; perhaps the earnest, 
vigorous words of Sir DeLap, albeit he paints the picture 
somewhat too darkly, will have a wholesome efiect and teud 
Bo elevate the moral standard of the Templar organization. 
There isneed enough of resisting the tide of intemperance 
and licentiousness, which threatens destruction to all that is 
fairest and best. We think the Grand Eneampment has some 
practical utility, and may be so governed and directed as to 
become more useful. To this end, we agree with the sug- 
gestions of the Mississippi Reporter that there ought to be 
less of parades and festivities than now characterize the 
Triennial mneetings; that more attention ought to be given 
to the business, and that the best men in morals and charac- 
era be selected for legislators in the highest Templar 
body. 


As an appendix to the proceedings, two letters from the 
present Grand Commander, Sir Frederic Speed, are given. 
These letters, dated at Vicksburg, June 25, 1888, have refer- 
ence to the edict of Grand Master Roome, declaring “the 
Grand Commandery of Iowa and all Sir Knights in its obe- 
dience to be in a state of disloyalty and rebellion, contrary 
to their vows as Knight Templars and to their promised alle- 
glance to the Constitution and Regulations of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States,” and interdicting “ all 
intel ‘course between the Grand Commandery of Towa and 
all Sir Knights in its obedience and the loyal Knights 'Tem- 
plar of the United States” until his “order is revoked.” 
Grand Commander Speed addresses the first of these com- 


munications i i jurisdicti 
1unications to the Commanders in his own jurisdiction, to 
whom he says: 


aie 
at Being clearly of the opinion that the Most Eminent Grand Master 
as exceeded his constitutional authority in the premises, and that it 
Me a bea dangerous precedent to admit, by the promulgation of said 

ict, that it has any validity or is of binding foree anywhere amongst 


Knights Te 2 : . E 
Soa pan T have declined to promulgate the same in this Juris- 
ction, 


ke reasons for so doing are set forth in another letter, 
addressed to the Grand Master, and protesting against his 
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usurpation of power in the matter of issuing the edict against 
Towa. He makes the point that the ritual sought to be en- 
forced was not constitutionally adopted by the Grand En- 
campment; but he also argues that, however this may be, 
the Grand Master certainly exceeded his authority in his 
summary proceeding against the Grand Commandery of 
Towa. He says: 


‘<The said Edict is virtually a trial and condemnation of a Grand 
Commandery and fifty Subordinate Commanderies with a membership 
of 3601 ‘Templars, not more than five per cent. of whieh had any yoice 
in the proceedings of the Grand Commandery, without charges and 
without a trial, and is utterly repugnant to every sense of Masonic 
justice and usages, which insure even to those accused of crime, a fair 
and impartial hearing by their fellows, before condemnation. 


«<The action of the Grand Commandery of Towa in seeking to test 
the question of the legality of the action of the Grand Encampment in 
adopting said ritual, which it denies was in legal effect adopted, was 
not as alleged in said Edict, ‘a state of disloyalty and yebellion,’ but 
only an attempt, upon its part, to ‘support and maintain the consti- 
tution,’ as its members had solemnly vowed they would do. 


“Said Edict is an attempted subversion of the inherent powers of a 
Grand Commundery to supervise, regulate and control the work of its 
own Subordinates, in the exercise of which powers it was its duty to 
prevent the loss and destruction of its ritual by the substitution of 
another which has been pronounced by a learned committee of the 
Grand Commandery of Tennessee, to contain ‘the most palpable er 
rors, omissions, incongruities, bad grammar, weak ceremonials, and 
misquotations of Holy Seripture,’ and which it had the 
sons for maintaining had not received the sanction, ina constitutional 
mode, of the Grand Encampment.” 


rongest rea= 


Eyidently Grand Commander Speed has no love for the 
new ritual, and is by no means disposed to submit to “all 
the vagaries” of the Grand Encampment, even if there be 2 
hint of treason and disloyalty in such resistance. However; 
we look for a settlement of this “vexed question” at the next 
Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment, having confi- 
dence that the intelligence and good sense of the members 
of that body will dictate a pretty thorough revision of the 
ritual so hastily agreed upon and put forth at St. Louis. 
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Sir Frederick Speed was elected Grand Commander; Sir 
J. L. Power, of Jackson, Grand Recorder; Sir Geo. DeLap, 
Committee on Correspondence. BH. Ws Bs 


N 


EBRASKA, 1887. 


The Annual Conclave was held in the Masonic Temple, 
Beatrice, April 19, 1887, the date being noted in the published 
proceedings as the second Tuesday after Easter. The Con- 
clave was presided over by Grand Commander Sir Edwin F. 
Warren, who reported his official doings for the year, making 
expression of the fact that his duties had neither been difti- 
cult nor laborious. In referring to the proceedings of Grand 
Encampment, held in St. Louis, in 1886, he speaks approving- 
ly of the new ritual, and says: 


“Toward its adoption the efforts of Nebraska were directed, and to 
Sir E.S. Dupnay, our Grand Captain General, the credit is due of hay- 
ing, at the critical time, adduced conyincing arguments to those who 
were wavering in their support, an assistance that was gracefully re- 
cognized.” 


There is no accounting for tastes ; to our thought it does 
not seem so much a matter of rejoicing and credit in having 
assisted in the work referred to. 

Nebraska shows a more than usual zeal in support of the 
Grand Encampment. Thus it seems a conference, or caucus, 
was called by Grand Commander Warren in St. Louis, on the 
occasion of the Triennial gathering. The following is the no- 
tice sent out: 


“To rae Mempers ov run Granp ENcAMPMENT: 


For the purpose of ¢: ing into effect, if practicable, the desire that 
largely exists for the perpetuation of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States of America, a meeting will be held at Nebraska head- 
quarters, (the Hurst House, corner Fourth and Locust streets, St. 
Louis, ) at four o’clock in the afternoon of Monday, September 20, 1886, 
to which meeting are courteously and earnestly invited all members of 
the Grand Encampment who oppose its proposed emasculation, then 
and there to devise ways and means to give effective expression to the 
desire for reform (if reform be needed) within our Order as now con- 
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stituted 
ing body) 


and to defeat the existing effort to weaken our general govern- 
, thereby destroying its efliciency. 
Courteously, 


E. F. WARREN, 
Grand Commander. 
Attest: Winntam R. Bowen, 


Grand Recorder, Nebraska.” 


Tt does not appear that the proposed meeting was held; 
but even the intimation of such a conference wrought an ef- 
feetual work according to the modest statement of Grand 
Commander Warren, who says : 


“Owing to the fact that we were delayed by an accident en route, 
we did not arrive at our headquarters in time to attend or hold such 
consultation. But the fact that such a eall had been issued was almost 
as efficacious as though a meeting had been held, and a plan of opera- 
tions adopted. It bore the desired fruit, and it was recognized that the 
tree was of Nebraska's planting, and due recognition therefor was eX- 
tended to us by all those in favor of the headship of the Grand Encamp- 
ment.” 


A considerable part of the address is devoted to the de- 
tails of an unfortunate controversy with the proprietor of the 
hotel where the headquarters of the Grand Commandery of 
Nebraska were established at the time of the Triennial Con- 
clave in St. Louis, and where the Nebraska Knights suffered 
many and great grievances. A commission was appointed 
to act upon the matter in the way of obtaining some redress, 
and legal action will probably be taken. 

There is no report on Foreign Correspondence. Grand 
Recorder Bowen presents a statistical exhibit; showing that 
Nebraska has fifteen subordinate Commanderies, with an ag- 
gregate membership of 856, a considerable increase over the 
number reported last year. The annual dues for the year 
amounted to $965. Sir Edgar S. Dudley was elected Grand 
Commander ; Sir Wm. R. Bowen, of Omaha, was re-elected 
Grand Recorder. H. W. BR. 


New Hanpsuir, 1887. 


. e ©. TT ‘a 
The proceedings of the Grand Commandery of New 
Hampshire for 1887, numbers but forty pages, the reduction 
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from the usual size being occasioned by the absence of a 
Report on Correspondence. The Annual Conclave was held 
at Concord, September 27, 1887. The Grand Commander, 
Sir Charles N. Towle, presided, and presented a brief, busi- 
ness-hke address. Declining to discuss subjects of an ab- 
stract character, or matters not requiring action from the 
Grand Body, he explains his purpose in the following 
words: 


“Tam aware that occasions similar to the present have at times been 
used for the purpose of presenting to the Grand Gommandery the views 
of the Grand Commander upon various subjects, but it does not seem 
to be desirable that I should enter upon the discussion of any matter 
that does not require or suggest action upon the part of this Grand 
Body. Yet I would not be understood as eons lering the agitation of 
questions of a higher morality as out of place at any time, but when 
there are so many abler pens than mine to engage in the discussion of 
those abstragt principles which underlie the foundation of our Order, I 
feel that Tecan safely refrain from any expressions of sentiment, and 
confine my remarks to the practical concerns which require our present 
attention. The actual oceurrences of the year, which suggest refer- 
ence in ordinary detail, have not been unusual, but it is gratifying to 
know that, in the quieting influences which have prevailed, there has 
apparently been no loss of interest among the members of the various 
Commanderies of the State.” 


The Grand Commander reports that he had visited all the 
Commanderies, save one, of the jurisdiction and makes this 
gratifying statement : 


“T do not hesitate to report a marked improvement in the discipline 
and morale of all the Commanderies, and the work of conferring the 
Orders has attained a state of perfection truly commendable. Petty 
jealousies seem to be unknown, and the only rival: ting between the 
different Commanderies is to see ‘who best can work and best agree.’” 


He reports that the Ritual prescribed by the Grand En- 
campment has been placed in the hands of the several Com- 
manderies, “and will doubtless soon become familiar to all.” 
It is not intimated what the result of the assumed familiarity 
will be, but from information recently received we greatly 
question whether the new Ritual is altogether popular among 
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the Knights of New Hampshire. Its defects become more 
apparent by examination and use. 

The Grand Commander having ealled attention to the 
matter of uniform, that matter was considered by a commit- 
tee who reported as follows : 


**Tn the matter of Uniforms, referred to by the R... E.". Grand Com- 
mander, while the so-ealled black uniform is worn by all the Com- 
manderies in the jurisdiction, there is not that agreement in the detail 
of its construction that is desirable, some Gommanderies haying added 
fringe to the baldvick and apron, and others a white plume on the 
ehapean. We are of the opinion that exact uniformity of costume, on 
the basis of the plain black uniform, is desirable, but are not prepared 
at this time to report an arbitrary regulation, and recommend that no 


action be had at this time, trusting that voluntary conformity may be 
brought wbout.” 


The report of the committee was adopted. The same com- 
mittee were also sustained in the following wholesome sus- 
gestion : 

** Your Committee is in thorough accord with the Grand Encamp~ 
ment, relative to the interdiction of all Masonic characters or legends 
in business announcements, and they recommend that this Grand lon 

i eps ” 
mandery promulgate and enforce such interdict in this jurisdiction. 


Sir John James Bell was elected Grand Commander; Sir 
George Perley Cleaves, of Concord, was re-elected Grand 
Recorder; Sirs Nathan P. Hunt, Joseph W. Fellows and 
Albert 5. Bachelor were appointed a Committee on Foreig? 
Correspondence. H. W. B- 


New Jenrsry, 1887-1888. 


In our last year’s report we reviewed the proceedings of 
1886. We have now in hand the printed transactions for the 
two succeeding years, 1887-1888. The Annual Conclave of 
the first named year was held at ‘Prenton, on the 9th of May. 
y sane 5. Roberts, Grand Commander, presided, making ® 
very brief address. The following timely words taken there- 
from deserve to be heard and heeded in all jurisdictions : 


D 


Pie es Bey. A subor- 
“This is a legislative body, composed of such material as the sub 
. - aes «representatives, 
dinate Commanderies see proper to commission as their representati 


or 
nw 
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The position the Order is to occupy, the good it is to accomplish, 
depends not upon this Grand Commande but upon the individual 
Sir Knights. They control the ballot and s yy who may and who may 
not enter our asylums ; who may occupy positions of honor and be rep- 
resentatives at this Grand Commandery, and make laws to govern 
them. Subordinate Commanderies, makers of Grand Commanderies 
and Grand Officers, want to know that the : arm at the door is made by 
aman of reputation, character and everything that will assist in build- 
ing up and not in creating discord in the ranks. Sir Kn ehts, it is an 
mportant duty you have to perform right in your own Commandery 
at home. Look well to it that you perform this duty, and thus 
strengthen your Commandery and this Grand Commandery, and aid in 
giving Templar Masonry in New Jersey the high standing it so justly 
deserves.” ; 


The transactions were for the most put of local interest 
only. Sir Charles Bechtel presents a brief report on Corre- 
spondence. He does not incline very much to advance his 
Own opinions or argue the controverted points that occupy 
So much of the attention of many reviewers. He prefers 
rather, as he says in substance, to make selections of impor- 
tance from the proceedings of the various Grand Command- 
eries, without intruding too much his own ideas or indulging: 
Mm many criticisms. Most certainly his report is readable 
and instructive. Under the head of the Grand Encampment 
he says: 


“The question of ‘uniform’ having been relegated to the different 
Grand Commanderies, that disturbing subject will give no more oppor- 
tunity for needless criticisms. The ritual adopted, after so mueh labor 
on the part of the efficient committee, will hereafter give us a more 
uniform system of work, for which we are thankful.” 


Sir Edward W. Price was elected Grand Commander; Sir 
Charles Bechtel, Trenton, Grand Recorder, and appointed to 
prepare a report on Foreign Correspondence. 

The Annual Conclave of 1888 was held at Trenton, May 
8th, Sir Edward W. Price, Grand Commander, presiding. 
His Address contains a concise and well arranged report of 
his official doings for the year. He shows much zeal for the 
enforcement of the new Ritual, having issued a General Or- 
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der commanding its use. The vital part of the order is as 
follows : 

“T now decide that the Ritual adopted and promulgated by the Grand 
Encampment of the United States at the last Triennial Conclave at St- 
Louis is the only authorized Ritual of the Order of the Red Cross and 
the Temple. It is hereby ordered that from the date of the receipt of 
this order, the above-named Ritual shall be the only one used by the 
Subordinate Commanderies in this Grand Jurisdiction.” 


The reports of various officers and committees indicate the 
prosperity of 'Templarism in New Jersey. The aggregate 
membership of the fifteen Subordinate Commanderies is 
1267, a gain of 40 over the number reported the year previ- 
ous. Fifty-three candidates were knighted during the year. 
The Report on Porcign Correspondence, from the pen of Sir 
Charles Bechtel, includes a well-considered selection of the 
most important items gleaned from the proceedings of thirty- 
six Grand Bodies passed under examination. 

Sir Isaac C. Gilhens was elected Grand Commander; Sit 
Charles Bechtel re-elected Grand Recorder, and continued 
as Committee on Correspondence. H. W. R. 


New York, 1887. 

One hundred and _ fifty-two clearly and closely printed 
pages suffice for the proceedings of this important jurisdic- 
tion. It is evident that the art of condensation was prac- 
tised by Sir Robert Macoy, Grand Recorder, in his arrange- 
ment of matter for the volume in hand, which contains much 
of valuable information and suggestion in comparatively 
limited space. 

The Annual Conclave, being the seventy-fourth, was held 
in the city of Utica, October 11 and 12, 1887. Sir Joseph A. 
Johnson, Grand Commander, presided. AJ] the Subordinate 
Commanderies, fifty-five in number, were represented, to- 
gether with a large attendance of permanent members and 
visitors. Sir Charles Roome, Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment, was received with the honors due his exalted 
station, and made a graceful response to the welcome ac- 
corded him. 


on 
me 
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We take the following from the address of Grand Com- 
mander Johnson : 


piers GG of 
“T congratulate you, Sir Knights, upon the prosperous condition ¢ 


the Order in this grand jurisdiction. All is peace and harmony, *" 

although an occasional ripple has disturbed the placid surface, it has 
quickly subsided, and has only served to give us additional proof that 
our natures are human, not divine. We mect to review the transactions 
and eyents of the year now closing, to legislate for the good of the 
Order in the future, to congratulate each other on our continued pres- 
perity, to animate and encourage those who may have sustained Te- 
verses in life’s journey, to grasp each other’s hands in knightly and 
fraternal greeting, to renew old friendships, and to form new ones; to 
speak to each other in low, sad voices of our loved ones, who since OUY 
last annual conclave have departed for that mysterious shore, in answer 
to the summons of the Destroying Angel, who has been busy in our 
ranks, taking some of our best beloved from us. In the earnest hope 
that all our deliberations may be conducted in a spirit of harmony; 
that the happiest knightly and fraternal feeling may prevail, and that 
during our sojourn in this beautiful city each Sir Knight will maintun 
that courteous and dignified deportment which should ever characterize 
a Soldier of the Cross, I will now proceed to render an account of MY 
stewardship.” 


He reports his official acts, showing that the office of Grand 
Commander in a great jurisdiction like that of New York 
requires much of time and labor in the performance of its 
duties. Why should not a Grand Commander receive pe- 
cunmiary compensation for his services, where the official 
duties claim so much of his attention? We suppose, how- 
ever, that the rule prevails in most jurisdictions of allowing 
or requiring the Grand Recorder to prepare all formal papers, 
ete., so that the Grand Commander’s labors are very much 
lessened. 

Grand Commander Johnson reports that he had granted 
two hundred and twelve dispensations during the year, of 
which one hundred and ninety were to allow the conferring 
of the orders in less time than the law allows. The granting 
of this large number of dispensations for such a purpose 
suggests whether some general rule might not be framed, 
allowing somewhat more freedom than the present law; or 
whether, if the requirement now prevailing is right, there 
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ot 
7 


ought to be so frequent a departure from its provisions, by 
dispensation. 

We read with a tender feeling the remarks of the Grand 
Commander in announcing the deaths of Sir Albert G. 
Goodall, Deputy Grand Commander, and other eminent 
Knights, to whom a warm tribute of love and respect is paid. 

Among the decisions made, we notice the following bear- 
ing upon the subject of objection after ballot: 


“May 27th the following questions were asked: /irst, Am I bound 
by thy vows of Christinn Knighthood to recognize any protest which 
might be placed in my hands by one, two, three, or more members of 
the Commandery, and signed by them, simply objecting to the con- 
ferring of any Order of Knighthood upon those who stand already 
elected, without 

*§ Second. 


ing any reason for such protest ? 

Can Lact my own pleasure about causing such a protest 
to be read in open Commandery, or must I keep it to myself, if the 
latter course should be the wish of those protesting ? ‘ 

“Third. Cant not demand that if such a ¢ ; 
that the party making such a demand must 
open Commandery a reconsideration of the 
ignore the written protest ? 

“Fourth, Tt such a demand is made by 
at the first balloting, due notice of whie 
ought not such a Sir Knight to st: 
sideration of the ballot ? 

“Answers First. You are bound by 
hood to recognize an objection by ; 
good standing, to the conferring of the Orders on an elected candi- 
date, whether the objection is made to you personally. the ion Com- 
mander, or in open Commandery, and the objecting Sir Knight is not 
obliged to disclose the reason for his objection. ts i 

“Second. You can act your own pleasure about reading the objec- 
tion in open Commandery, and need only to state is aie Comman- 
dery that objection has been made to the conferring ef the Orders on 
the elected candidates named by the objector, as the objection alone, 
and not the name of the objector, is to be entered upon the minutes. 

“Third. You cannot demand that the objector shall make his eb- 
jection in open Commandery; nor ean you ignore i written objection, 
when signed by one or more Sir Knights of nts Jommandery in good 
standing. 0 i 

“Fourth. Whether the objecting Sir 
the first balloting, he cannot be 
jecting.” 


ourse is insisted upon, 
do it by demanding in 
allot, and thus virtually 


Y & member who was present 
h was made to every Sir Knight, 
© «reason for demanding a recon- 


your vows of Christian Knight- 
®@ member of your Commandery 12 


Knight was present or not at 
obliged to disclose his reason for ob- 
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The Grand Commander in his address called attention to 
the need of retrenchment and reform. His recommendations 
were adopted, the Grand Commandery deciding to reduce 
the per diem allowance to members, and to restrict expendi- 
tures in several directions. 

Grand Recorder Macoy presented a report of more than 
common interest. He dealt specially with the subject of 
“Titles of honor in the Orders of Knighthood.” We copy 
from his report : 


“ Under this view some practical observations in order concern- 
ing the use of ‘Tirnes or Honor’ in the Orders of Knighthood. It 
may be observed that the fraters.in Canada, and several of the Grand 
Commanderies of the United States, employ the entire prefix to the 
title preceding the name of the person addressed, as Right Eminent 
Sir John Smith, Grand Commander ; Very Eminent Sir James Brown, 
Deputy Grand Commander ; and in the subordinate bodies, Eminent 
William Green, Commander, and so on through the whole 1 This 
appears to me to be erroneous. The title (honorary) is a prefix of the 
office and not of the office-hearer, and I should prefer to see the titles 
arranged thus: Sir John Smith, Right Eminent Grand Commander ; 
Sir James Brown, Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander ; Sir Wil- 
liam Green, Eminent Commander, as is the eustom in many of the Ju- 
risdictions of the United States.” 


We concur with the opinion thus stated, although there is 
plenty of authority for the use of the titles in the way criti- 
cised. The matter discussed is not one of the greatest im- 
portance, yet it deserves consideration that, if possible, a rule 
of uniformity he established as respects the application of 
honorary titles. Touching this point Sir Macoy says: 


“Tt is the pleasure of some to depreeate the use of Masonic titles al- 
together, and, in general, foreign writers make sport of the earnestness 
with which Ameri adopt titles of honor, notwithstanding our de- 
cided regard for republican simplicity. This appears inconsistent with 
the eagerness manifested in all monarchical countries to titwlar distine- 
tions. Human nature is the same under all forms of government, and 
I confess that I admire the spirit of a Templar who, feeling himself 
worthy of w distinguished title, strives by honest means to acquire it, 
and then prudently wears the merited decoration. Such is the ease, I 
believe, with our leading Templars at the present day. 

Few persons will be inclined to deny the powerful influence which 


or 
oi 
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civie or military decorations exercise over the conduct and bearing of 
mnankind toward each other, and oyer the mind and feelings of the in- 
dividual concerned ; for there can be no doubt that the martial spirit 
of the soldicr, (and not less so with the civilian,) is, to a certain degree, 
exalted aud purified, when he feels that his conduct forms part of the 
great occasion of which his exploits are the cause and the symbol. 


* What is a ribbon worth to a soldier? 
Worth! everything! Glory is priceless.” 

The proceedings were for the most part of only local inter- 
est. One incident of special interest was the presentation to 
the Utica Commandery of an elegant banner, or battle flag, 
that had for many years waved over Fort St. Elmo, at La 
Vallette, Island of Malta, in the Mediterranean Sea. The 
flag was presented by Sir Wm. D. May, Grand Inspector, 


behalf of Sir John Worthington, United States Consul at the 
Island of Malta. 


The Report on Correspondence is again furnished by the 
venerable Sir John W. Simons, it being the thirty-fifth an- 
nual report from his gifted pen. 
thought that for more 
and courteous reviewer 


We are impressed by the 
than a third of a century this able 
has been following the movements 
and progress of Templarism, and writing of these things 
the valuable reports he has furnished. “What a fund of in- 
formation he has gathered respectine the Order! What a 
wealth of knowledge he has dispensed! May he be spared 
these many years to continue the work which in his hands 1 
always well done. 
The introduction 
We quote from it 


‘The Lord reiens . iS 
“The Lord retgns, and under the Divine enidance, peace sits em 
throned in our midst, and prosperity is her handmaiden, while a gen” 
erous rivalry pervades the ranks of our Christian chivalry. 80 ™2Y it 
continue. ¥ 


“No disturbing questions of law or practice are presented, and hence 
the picture we draw in the 


: subjoined pages is like that we see from our 
study window in the beautiful valley where we liye and hope to die; 
the peaceful fields, the autumn glory of the trees, and the meridian 
splendor of the day-god illumining the whole, is like a foretaste of the 


glories that await, in the hereafter, the true and courteous Knight. 
s 


of his report is tender and felicitous: 
the following : 
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“While we may live to write other reports, or none at all, we cannot 
part with the mutuals, to whom our heart is bound as with hooks of 
steel—we cannot take leave of them, we repeat—without expressing 
the kindest wishes for their welfare, and that of their several constitu- 
encies.” 


Under the head of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, Sir 
Simons notices a report made to our Grand Commandery on 
the question as to the status of a Knight Templar expelled 
by his Lodge and afterwards restored by the Grand Lodge. 
He says: 


“The committee very properly hold that no Grand Body can restore 
to membership in a subordinate. This is a non sequitur, but the com- 
mittee go farther, and assume that either suspension or expulsion de- 
stroys membership. Ag ly protest, and 
repeat what we said last year, that suspension merely places member- 
ship in abeyance for the time being, and on its removal the individual 
resumes his status as before the action. If the two erades of punish- 
ment are the same in effect, then one is clearly unnecessary and should 
no longer cumber the statute book, but it is evident that the originators 
of the law never intended any such thing, and meant to make as broad 
a distinction as there is between imprisonment and hanging. We con- 
sider this point of vital importance to the rights of individuals, and 
mean to stand by it to the bitter end.” 


inst this doctrine we earne 


Our thought is that the point made is well taken. Cer- 
tainly the equities of the case are on the side of such an 
interpretation, 

Referring to the new Ritual, he says: 

“The Grand Encampment has adopted a ritual and ordered its en- 
forcement; official copies have been sent to all entitled to them, and 


hence nothing remains to those who owe fealty and allegiance to the 
National Body but obedience.” 


It is all right to counsel loyalty to the Grand Encampment. 
We believe that the jurisdiction of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island will not falter in this respect. But we submit that 
something may be done in the matter of ritual. Obedience 
to the National Body does not require an unqualified accept- 
ance and unprotesting use of the ritual put forth at St. Louis. 
Tt has been promulgated and must be observed for the pres- 
ent; but at the next Triennial Conclave of the Grand En- 
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campment we look for important action in the way of change 
and amendment of the ritual, while we think it quite possible 
that the General Grand Body may conclude to fix the essen- 
tials of text and ceremony in the conferring of the Orders, 
leaving the details to the several Grand Commanderies, as 
has now been done in the matter of costume. Uniformity is 
desirable in both costume and ritual, but ‘there are other 
things that more vitally concern the life and progress of the 
Order, and these things must never be lost sight of or thrust 
into secondary position. 


Sir Theodore E. Hazlehurst was elected Grand Command- 
er; Sir Robert Macoy, of Brooklyn, re-elected Grand Re- 
corder, and Sir John W. Simons appointed a Committee on 
Correspondence. H, W. R. 


Tt will be noticed that the Report on Correspondence of 
this jurisdiction is prepared by a Committee of three, each 
doing his part in reviewing a certain number of Grand Com- 
manderies, and presenting his own opinion. Possibly under 
such an arrangement, where there has been no special com- 
parison of views by members of the Committee, there may be 
some slight differences in the views expressed. In the main, 
however, we are sure $s Chapman and Dadmun will agree 
with us, as we shall with them. 


In closing our part of this report we are moyed to add # 
single paragraph bearing upon the purposes and ministries 
of the Templar organization. Tt is not an institution, as We 
regard it, which stands chiefly for social fellowship, or for the 
ends of military drill and display. It is not intended to rep- 
resent and enforce religious dogmas, or ineuleate a system of 
theology ; but it does stand for vital, practical Chri tianity, 
and is false to its name and traditions if it does not illustrate 
and enforce the moral and Christian virtues. Templary must 
be judged by its works. Let these testify that its members 
have the mind of Christ, and that they are moved and blessed. 
by love and loyalty to Him—the Way and the Truth and the 
Life. H, W. R. 
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Norru Carona, 1887. 


A new division of labor, this year, brings the writer a few 
pegs higher in the alphabetical list of Grand Commanderies. 
Perhaps one reason for this distribution is, our Grand Re- 
corder, who is Chairman of the Committee, has welully con- 
sidered the Scripture injunction, “It is not good that the 
man should be alone,” and has therefore taken a“ helpmeet,” 
and gone off on a wedding tour. Not having but little faith 
in “single blessedness,” we most cheerfully “tied the knot,” 
and inyoked a blessing upon them. Go thou, who 


“Single chose to live, and shunned to wed,” 


and do likewise. 


Seventh Annual Conclave, R. E. Donald W. Bain presiding; 
five Commanderies represented. In the “city of “flowers,” 
(Greensboro) and in the Asylum of Ivanhoe Commandery, 
U.D., this Grand Conclave was held, August 2, 1887. 

The Address of the Grand Commander, though brief, is 
hopeful and inspiring. Templar Masonry in North Carolina 
is evidently on the sure road to success. He granted a dis- 
pensation fora new Commandery. The following conclusion 
is the embodiment of the essentials of Templary : 


“We depend not upon the stoicism of Zeno or other philosophers of 
like faith, for the fulfillment of our destiny. We point to the infant 
Jesus at Bethlehem ; to the Divine revelations on Tabor ; To Geth- 
semane where, in the agony of soul, the Saviour drank the first drat 
of the bitter enp ; to Calvary, where the Cross was uplifted in the midst 
of the darkened heayens bearing the bleeding body of Jesus of Naza- 
reth who, in his expiring breath, said to a sinful world, ‘it is finished ;” 
to the sepulehre at early morn on the third day, when He, bursting the 
bands of death, triumphed over the grave and brought immortality to 
light through the gospel ; and to Bethany, whence (all things which 
the Father had given him to do haying been accomplished) He ascend- 


ed into Heaven, where He pleads as man’s Advocate before the Eternal 
Throne. 


These, Sir Knights, are the grounds of our faith. Let us ever walk 
in the light which radiates from the Cross, with our eyes steadily fixed 
on the words of inspiration glittering in the rays of that light, ‘Jn hoe 
signo vinces,’ and final victory is sure.” 


— 
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The business transacted is mostly of local interest. No re- 
port on Correspondence, on account of the protracted illness 
of our dear friend and Frater, Sir James Southgate. 

R. 1. Carle A. Woodruff, Raleigh, Grand Commander ; 
EB. Horace H. Munson, Wilmington, Grand Recorder. 

J. W. D. 


Onto, 1887. 


A fat volume of over three hundred pages contains the do- 
ings and sayings of the Forty-fitth Annual Conclave of the 
Grand Commandery of Ohio, Sir LaFayette Lyttle, RB. fi. 
Grand Commander, presiding. His clean-cut, steel-plate 
likeness, which adorns the Proceedings, indicates the firm- 
ness and will of a leader who never acknowledges defeat. 
The spirit which pervades his able Address may be gathered 
from the opening paragraphs, as follows : 


“Sr Knicnrs—It is with feelings of greatest reverence that we a¢- 
knowledge our gratitude to that kind Providence who has permitted Be) 
many of us, and under such favorable auspices, to assemble again 12 
annua conclave ; and while the past eventful year in the history > 
Templar Masonry, in this Grand Jurisdiction, has been intersperse¢ 
with sunshine and clouds, we are truly thankful that we ean report the 
general prosperity of our beloved Order, and that, with the exception 


of a few loeali peace, harmony and prosperity prevail throughout 
the entire jurisdiction.” 


“*Tn this city, (Columbus, ) where treason and rebellion in our yanks 
first raised its hydra head, and where ‘ bogus Masonry’ first secured # 
location in our State, and, like the ‘devil fish’ of the sea, reached out 
its sinnous suckers in every direction to draw sustenance and life from 
the inexperienced and unwary ; where but two short years ago the 
Commandery, torn with dissensions and struggling to free itself from 
the disgrace brought upon it by the treason of its own members, its Very 
life trembling in the balance, it affords me the greatest pleasure to re- 


port that during the past year Templ: Masonry has prospered beyond 
precedent.” 


Under the head of Necrology, he reports the large list of 
sixty-nine deaths, including that of R. B. Sir John H. Achey, 
Past Grand Commander. 

He had granted dispensations for Commanderies to appear 
in public in uniform, to attend religious services 00 Good 
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Friday, Easter Sunday and Ascension Day, but recommend- 
ed that hereatter they be permitted to do so without being 
obliged to ask for a dispensation. A good recommendation. 

Under the head of New Ritual, he reported that he ordered 
the “old Rituals” to be called in as soon as the new were 
distributed, and that the “old should be destroyed by fire in 
the presence of witnesses,” which was done and attested un- 
der the seal of the Grand Commandery of Ohio. That strikes 
us as a very singular procedure. By what right does a Grand 
Commander destroy the property of his Grand Commandery ? 
It may be one of his prerogatives. If so, it is something new 
to us. 

But when the R. E. Grand Commander comes to apply the 
new law of the Grand Encampment—as to the effect of an 
objection to the advancemens of a Red Cross Knight—to 
Ohio, he strikes a snag which brings him up suddenly, on 
this wise : 


“Tt would seem that if there is anything in the world in which the 
Grand Encampment excels it is their ability to make laws with contra- 
dictory provisions, or those impossible to be carried ont under ordins 
circumstances, and I would modes y suggest a recommendation to the 
Most Eminent Grand Master that steps be taken to revise the entire 
code by a committee of practical working Knights Templars, to report 
for action thereon at the next Triennial Conclave.” 


That we will endorse provided Ohio will add, and that the 
Grand Encampment cease to interfere with local States Rights. 

We notice that all the “old Rituals” were not burned. 
The Eminent Commander of Cyprus Commandery, No. 10, 
whose charter had been suspended, refused to surrender the 
“Rituals of the Orders,” which goes to show the folly of dis- 
tributing Rituals, especially the esoteric work, as it has been 
done in Ohio in times past, and recently by the Grand En- 
campment. It is exceedingly distasteful to the Templars of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

In our jurisdiction there has been no printed secret work 
in Lodge, Chapter or Commandery, and no authorized man- 
uscripts of the work, except such as have been carefully and 
securely kept in the Archives. We regard the printing and 
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distribution of the esoteric work of Templar Masonry as a 
direct violation of the S. O., as heretofore administered in 
this jurisdiction. ‘This subject then becomes a personal mat- 
ter, and involves personal rights which “no man, or body of 
men,” has aright to innovate; no Grand Body can absolve 
a Templar from his obligations. When we first heard that 
the Grand Encampment had printed the esoteric work for 
general distribution in Subordinate Commanderies, we WERE 
astounded, and felt it was on a par with printing an expose 
of Templiw Masonry and placing it in the public libraries of 
the country. The new rituals go into the pockets of officers 
who wish to consult them, and are liable to be lost, and to 
go into the hands of the profane. But more anon. 

The address of the R. BE. Grand Commander covers about 
fifty pages, and lar , relates to the disturbance created in 
that jurisdiction by the A. & A. Scottish Rites. ‘The small 
space allotted us will not admit of a detailed account. ; 

The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of Sir 
Enoch T. Carson. It includes one hundred and sixty-five 
pages, and is an able and spiey review of thirty-five Grand 
Commandery Proceedings, M chusetts and Rhode Island 
fraternally included. 

Under Canada, he takes the position, in opposition to Sir 
Moore, “that Templary has become an ‘integral part’ of 
American Masonry”; and that “Ancient English Templar 
Ritual—we have Dunckerly’s—is full of references to SYM 
bolic or Cratt Masonry; it has the libations to 8. K. of 1, 
H. Ks. of 'T., H. A.B. and 8. of G retained 
in our Ame? 


- Which we have 
an ceremonial.” ! 4 


He agrees with Sir Knight Moore that “the degrees of 
Templary are not and never were intended to represent w 
military organization, but to perpetuate the religious prinel- 
ples upon which the Ancient Order was founded.” We 
would add after * military organization” nora Church, and 
then substitute for “religious principles,” moral and Chris- 
tian virtues. With those amendments we indorse the criti- 
cisms. We wish we had space to notice extensively many 
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excellent things we find in his valuable report. Tn his eon- 
clusion, he has this to say about the new Ritual and a “few 
disgruntled soreheads” : 


“A ritual having been adopted by the Grand Eneampment, one 
might reasonably hope that the subject was finally disposed of to the 
great relief and satisfaction of all. Tt appears, however, that there are 
a few disgruntled soreheads scattered through the Grand Commander- 
ies who are not satistied. No two of them ean agree to just what it 
is they object to. Some find fault because a word or phrase has been 
left out, as they contend, others, because 
added, as they think, all of which is hypere 


word or phrase has been 
eal.” 


At the risk of getting what we have not got—a “sorehead” 
—we will ask one or two questions. How did it happen (or 
was it intended?) that the Committee on Rituals made such a 
radical change as to leave out the last clause of the old S. O., 
the very clause that gives it the peculiar force of the S. O., 
as it covers all the preceding degrees, ete., and sets forth the 
unity of symbolic, Capitular and Templar Masonry ? 

Another question, in close connection with the preceding 
—Who is responsible for the substitution of the clanse “ fate 
of the Apostle, Judas Iscariot”? 


These, with others we 
might name, «are “material.” 


Sir Carson tells us, in his review of T s, that the Com- 
mittee were “absolutely limited to the manus ript” cominit- 
ted to them, and that there is no “material difference.” The 
dramatizing of the work—and that is all the Committee had 
aright to do, if they were “ absolutely limited to the manu- 
seript”—is a perfect failure. The construction of the lan- 
guage, in many places, is so carel and cumbersome that 
it destroys dramatic unity. Evidently the work was done in 
a hurry and by piecemeal. 
logical clearne 


It lacks elegance of diction and 
Whole pages need to be rewritten, and 
nunberless historical, philological and grammatical errors 
eliminated. Instead of “no two agreeing” on this subject, 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island may be said to be a writ. 
We have yet to find the first Templar who is satistied with 
it. ‘‘ Materialiy different” 


from the manuscript—as we claim 
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it is—i* cannot be a legal document, if the Committee were 
“absolutely limited” 

We do not believe Sir Carson is satisfied with it, In fact, 
he adinits it “has defects,” but thinks “it has come to stay. 
What! a defective Ritual? And, as for any that may be dis- 
satisticd with the Grand Encampment, he thinks the (ace 
of office will make them “as gentle as sucking doves.” This 
is the way le puts it to Sir Ereanbrack: “Tf you had been 
in St. Louis (perhaps you were there), you would have ob- 
served that New York, Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
Towa, Maryland and Michigan were as gentle as sucking 
Three of these States were honored with offices i the 
Grand Encampment.” similar thrust is made ab Pennsyl- 
vania. “The very ably prepared report (on Relations between 
Grand Commandery and Grand Encampment) fell dead— 
dead as herrings red—while the Grand Encampment goes 
inarching on, Pennsylvania joining in the triumphant er 
cession, and walking off with the second. highest office ™ the 
Grand Encampment.” (Italics ours.) Are we to be bought 
and sold with “ onors of office” ? 


doves. 


Honors are easy, and easily bestowed under some cirewm= 
stances; but how about the circumstances? that’s the prac 
tical question. Tor many years serious difficulties have 
arisen between the Grand Encampment and its constituent 
Grand Commanderies. The Opposition produced by an_at- 
tempt to dictate what uniform should be worn, for 2 time 
threatened the very existence of the General Grand Bary 
A compromise quieted the troubled waters, and now the rig? 
is conceded to the States where it always belonged. 

Other interferences with local self-government are still dis: 
turbing the peace and harmony ofihe Order, and the a < 
order will not down until the States secure their rights. 
Laws are made by the Grand Encampment that Te 
with long established Masonic law and usage. We pave 
already referred to the perplexity of the Grand Commands 
of Ohio on this subject, which leads him to call fora Sard f 
tee of “ practical working Knights Templars to revise the 


é : een Grand 
entire Code of Templar Laws.” Two decisions of Gre 
9 
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Commanders of our own jurisdiction now stand on record, 
which ave in conflict with the “statute 
sons, too. 


” for very good rea- 


Take as a specimen of absurd and conflicting legislation 
the following from the Code of Statutes: “'Those who re- 
ceive the Order of the Temple are, ipso facto, members 
thereof (Commandery) whether such Commandery be char- 
tered or under dispensation.” Under that law what beeomes 
of the Order of Malta? Ts it of no consequence? It often 
happens that that Order cannot be conferred simultaneously 
with the Order of the Temple. But the candidate becomes 
member without it, and as such is entitled to all membership 
rights—may take his seat in the Asylum, vote on all ques- 
tions, see the Order conferred on others without taking it 
himself. Our law is: “A candidate must take the Order of 
Malta before he is entitled to sign the by-laws, be admitted 
to membership, or vote.” Which has Masonie usage and 
common sense on its side ? 


Finally, we take the pos tion that no change should ever 
be made in the organic law of Templary without the consent 
of two-thirds of the constituent Grand Commanderies. Zev 
are not subordinates. The Grand Encampment is not only 
usurping authority heretofore exercised by the $ 
interfering with the government of ‘heir subordinates, to both 
of which we decidedly object. The Ritual, as dramatized, 
ostensibly by a committee of five, was adopted by a minority 
of one-fifth of the repr ntatives, thirty-five of the subor- 


dinates of the Grand Encampment being entitled to vote 
thereon. ; 


tates, but 


Nine makes a quorum (the Ritual says seven, which looks 
as though the one-fifth went it blind), and when the 


Grand 
Conclave is once opened, a “1 


number” than even nine 
may make laws and adopt or alter rituals. Claiming to be 
the General Governing Body of thirty-six State Grand Com- 
manderies, and 75,000 Knights Templars—and in this nine- 
teenth century, too—is it not huniliating that a 
ber than nine members” may pass an 


“less num- 
edict or resolution 
which will be binding upon every one of them; and for the 
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disobedience of which any of its constituents or subordinates 
wnay be disfranchised and deprived of all Templar rights ? 
in 1884, two forms of a ritual of the Order of Malta were 
sent to Massachusetts and Rhode Island with an order (a 
adopt one of them, The “short ceremony’—a puerile thing, 
but less objectionable than the long one—was slightly modi- 
fied and adopted, and then placed in the custody of the 
Grand Recorder for safe keeping, according to our usual 


eustom., 

Tn 1887 printed rituals of the secret work of the Red Cross 
and Temple were forwarded with instructions to distribute 
them to the subordinates of our Grand Commandery, thereby 
tuking away every right heretofore exercised to securely guard 
in our own way, the secrets of Templary. ‘The whole thing 
is a gross infringement of Templar State Rights. The 
Grand Encampment has no more right in our opinion to pre- 
seribe a ritual than a uniform. There are more vital inter- 
ests to Grand Commanderies in the former than in the latter 


We call the attention of the reader to the report of an able 
comnittec on the general subject, printed in the proceedings 
of this year. Massachusetts and Rhode Island again Cur 
nounces her claims, notwithstanding the “honors of office- 


Sir Frederick H. Rehwinkle, Chillicothe, R. E. Grand Com- 
mander; Sir John N. Bell, Dayton, Grand Recorder; 5” 
. Carson, Cincinnati, Committee on Correspondence. 

J. W. D- 


Onraon, 1887. 


First Annual Conclave held at Portland, July 6, 1887, Sir 
James T*., Robinson, R. BE. Grand Commander, presiding: 
All three’ subordinate Commanderies represented. Mem- 
bers, 174. 

The R. E. Grand Commander delivered a brief address, 
relating wholly to matters of loeal interest. ee 
looks as though the new Templar ship was well rigged cs 
thoroughly manned. A suecessful voyage to her 15 the 
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hearty wish of all the old tars—exeuse the naughty (nautical) 
phrases. No report on Correspondence. 

Sir James F. Robinson, R. E. Grand Commander: Sir 
Frelon J. Babcock, Salem, Grand Recorder. TW Ds 


PENNSYLVANIA, 1887. 


We congratulate our Fraters of the Keystone State on the 
good looks of this pamphlet, compared with former issues. 
Good looks, after all, have something to do with good repu- 
tation, although it may cost something. 

The Twenty-fourth Annual Conclave was held in Philadel- 
phia, May 24th and 25th, 1887, R. E. George S. Graham, 
Grand Commander. The sad afiliction of the death of his 
only son prevented him from presiding, and V. E. Sir Lee S. 
Smith officiated. In that jurisdiction the Annual Conclave 
is a grand occasion, not only for election of officers, but for 
parade and review of all the Subordinate Commanderies, 
and drills and receptions. With the exception of the parade, 
which was broken up by a heavy shower, everything passed. 
off to the delight of the Templars, their ladies and visitors. 

E. Sir William J. Kelley, as Chairman of the General Com- 
mittee, delivered a feeling and an appropriate address of 
welcome, to which V. E. Sir Smith happily responded. The 
annual address of the R. E. Grand Commander was read by 
the Grand Recorder. His allusion to his affliction is beauti- 


ful: 


“T hoped to participate and enjoy with you all the proposed festivi- 
ties, but it has been ordered otherwis . At our last Conelave T had the 
privilege of joining in the pleasant ceremony of christening the new 
born son of our retiring Grand Commander. To-day, T know T have 
your heartfelt sympathy in my sad loss, on earth, of my only and echer- 
ished son. The Great Master has called him away, and I have only in 
suffering obedience to lay my disappointed hopes and fond ambitions 
at His feet, and though it is very hard, say : ‘Thy will, not mine, be 
done.’ 


“Tn such an hour, the consolations of our holy religion are the only 
comfort and stay upon which my wounded spirit hangs. 

“But Limust not intrude my personal sorrows, and fill out my space 
with only it. There are other things that claim from me a word at 
least.” 


30 
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He reported the Order to be in a very prosperous condi- 
tion. Membership, 7,770; an inerease of 361. 

On the representative tem, he issued a “cireular to 
several Cirand Commanderies,” in which he says : 


** Believing that the Representative system may become more useful, 
and in aecord with the growing opinion that no Sir Knight should 
hold more than one Representative’s Commission, T hereby give notice 
that on and after January Ist, next, the commissions of all Representa- 
tives, appointed by myself or predecessors, shall cease,” 


and then invites appointments accordingly. That is a good 
way to distribute the honors. 

The Masonic Home is a decided success and worthy of all 
commendation. 

Sir Lee 5S. Smith was elected R, E. Grand Commander, 
and delivered an interesting and able address, much of 
which we would like to transfer to these pages, but our limits 
will not admit of it. After the addr HAE IO She dlimn 1D, S 
Gobin, Deputy Grand Master of Knights Templars of the 
United States of America, presented R. E. Sir Smith, in be- 


half of his own Commandery —Alleghany No. 35—a beauti- 
ful and costly sword and hilt, i 


The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of E. Sir 
William J. Kelley. Tt is a thoughtful and able review of 
eighteen proceedings of Grand Bodies, our own fraternally 
included. In his introduetion he expresses our views when 
he says: “ We have ever attached much importance to the 
reports of the Committees 


on Correspondence,” and that 
“they are boiled down essence of the laws, customs and 
practice of our Order,” 

Another good point he makes when he says: “ We Inenk 
among our numbers, what has for years past practically been 
going to waste, viz: Past Grand Commanders,” and to util- 
ize them suggests that they be put at the heads of Commit- 
tees on Correspondence. 

Referring to Grand Encampment, he makes a timely sug- 
gestion, and that is that Representatives be “compelled to 
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attend at the sessions,” so that “legislation may receive con- 
sideration from more than a corporal’s guard.” 

He approves of the decision of R. Sir Hutchinson, of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, viz: that restoring an ex- 
pelled Mason to the rights and privileges of Freemasonry by 
the Grand Lodge does not restore him to membership in 
Commandery. 

Under New York, he controverts a d ion of the Grand 
Commander, and gives, as we think, good reasons for so do- 
ing, as follows: 


We do not agree with that, we believe in suspending for non-payment 
of dues in the Commandery, but inasmuch as while suspended the 
Knight loses all claim upon the body which suspended him, in other 
words he is expelled with the qualifications that he can be restored 
again by his pas 
made to pay dues for the time he stands so suspended.” 


his dues, we think he should not be charged or be 


Here is a commendable hint to Committees on printing : 


“We have found many complaints from different reporters as to the 
printing of all matter, original and selected in our correspondence re- 
ports in the same type, and we know the exasperating difficulty caused 
by it. 

Our Grand Recorder in the last report, measurably remedied that 
difficulty, but not as completely as we could have wished. Nor is the 
printing of our proceedings gotten up with the same care as is bestowed 
upon preparing them. There should be more style in the setting up of 
the type, better paper, and we were going to say, better type, certainly 
better style of type, and we fervently hope you will try at us until we 
get it.” 


More we would gladly notice, but “time is up,” and we 
must pass on. 

Lee S. Smith, Pittsburg, R. E. Grand Commander; Sir 
Charles E. Meyer, Masonic Temple, Grand Recorder; Sir 
William J. Kelley, Masonie Temple, Committee on Corres- 


pondence. J. W. D. 


'TENNESSER, 1888. 
Twenty-sixth Annual Conclave, R. E. Sir Charles W. Mos- 
by, Grand Commander, presiding. All the Commanderies 
(fourteen) represented. 
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The Address is a faithful presentation of the local interests 
of Templar Masonry in the jurisdiction, and indicates a grow- 
ing and permanent prosperity. Much of this is due to a live 
Grand Recorder, Sir George C. Connor, as well as to a faith- 
ful and able Grand Commander. He says: 


** Sir Knights, it is with pleasure that I can report to you that nearly 
allof the constituent Commanderies have done well during the past 
year, and most of them will show an inereased membership. From 
what Ihave seen, and can learn, the entrance to the Asylum has been 
carefully guarded, and none have been admitted but those who have 
been tried and found worthy. That the majority of the Commanderies 
are in a good financial condition, and are more prosperous than at any 
time during the past fifteen years is also matter for rejoicing. I eon- 
gratulate you on the result, and will assure you this is largely due to 
the untiring cnergy of Sir G. C. Connor, the Grand Recorder.” 


The subject that will excite the most interest in these Pro- 
ceedings is the calm, manly and Knightly manner with which 
the Committee treat the new Ritual. And as our own Com- 
mandery has appointed an able Committee on the “ errors,” 
ete., of said Ritual, we will quote freely. 


The Committee submitted the following report : 


“Your committee appointed at the last annual conclave ‘to take into 
consideration the whole subject-matter of Ritual, and all matters per- 
taining thereto,’ respectfully report that they haye carefully considered 
the subject referred to them, and especially the ‘Knights Templar and 
Red Cross Ritual” promulgated by order of the Grand Encampment. 

Your committee respecttully reports herewith, a partial list of details 
contained therein, which, in their opinion, need correction or change; 
and, in view thereof, they recommend to this Grand Body that it me- 
morialize the Grand Hneampment at i riennial Conclave to be 
held at Washington, D. C., to recall said Ritual for revision and cor- 
rection, and that when again promulgated, so much of the ceremonies 
only as may be deemed Essential be reserved as the absolute require- 
ment of the Grand Encampment, and that all other details of the 
‘work’? be relegated to Grand Commanderies, 

In this conneetion, and to this end, we beg leaye to submit, and rec- 
ommend for adoption, the following resolutions: 

Resolved 1, That this Grand Commandery recognizes the Grand En- 
campment as the Supreme authority over the Knights Templar of the 
United States of America, and that while it acknowledges its fealty 
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and loyalty to said organization, as a constituent Grand Commandery, 
it claims the right to courteously svggest and profes? when occasion 
demands, and especially so in a matter of such vital importance to the 
interests of our Order, as the one under consideration. 

Resolved 2, That this Grand Commandery hereby enters an earnest, 
but courteous protest against the Ritnal promulgated, and that it 
memorialize the Grand Encampment at its next Triennial Conclave, 
to recall said Ritual for revision and correction, aud further, that it 
memorialize said Grand Body to reserve to its own authority, so much 
only as pertains to the Essential features of the ecremonies of the 
Order, and to relegate to Grand Commanderies all other details of the 
‘work.’ 

Resolved 3, That our Grand Representatives near other Grand Com- 
manderies be furnished with a copy of the forc ng resolutions, and 
that they be requested to bring the same to the attention of their re- 
spective Grand Commanderies, and to courteously ask their cobpera- 
tion in this matter. 


Courteously submitted, 
Wm. C. Snira, 
G. C. Connor, 
W. EF. Foster, 
Committee.” 


Tf the Grand Encampment had adopted the “ Essentials” 
only fora standard and guide, as the General Grand Chapter 
has done, probably all this trouble would have been avoided. 

Then follows a ‘ partial list of details that need correction 
ive a little less than one-half of the errors 


or change.” Weg 
pointed out: 
ERRORS, OMISSIONS, AND INCONGRUITIES, 


a list of the most palpable Ey- 
amar, weak Ceremonials, and 


“Your committee herewith submits 
rors, Omissions, Incongruities, bad g 
Misquotations of Holy Scripture. s . 5 5 7 fi . 

This part of the report not being proper matter for publication, the 
Grand Recorder instructed to print such indications” as may 
lead to a thorough investigation of the ritnals reported upon. The 
Grand Reeorder contents himself with the following (see Grand En- 
campment Rituals): 

Page 8.—Wrong offic 

Page 11.—'Three errors; prin 

Page 12.—Lines 27-31. Gross blunder about introducing Z. 

Page 12.—Six important errors on this page. 

Page 14.—The entire page should be rewritten. Ceremony bad. 


y presides. Purge before opening. 
ipal one is 5—9, 
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Page 15.—TLine 10, sounds as if the Order would be conferred on the 
M. E. H. P. 

Page | 6.—Strike out all in lines 1 to 4, beginning with line 15 on page 
15. It is something odd to escort a Jewish H. P. from Persia to Jeru- 
salem. Strike all out in lines 23-29, 

Page 17.—F'ull of errors, too numerous to attempt to point out here. 

Page 18,—-Address of M. E. H. P. is yery, very poor. The scriptures 
squoted twice, 

19. There are three misquotings of holy scripture. 
20.—Line 17. Bad English. The address of M. of I. is very 


21.- “The address of the H. P. to Z. is wretched stuff. 
a 23.— Che O. B. is badly written; should be revised. 

Page * Strike out all about Escort of H. P, The M. of L to Z- 
should be rewritten. The ‘challenge’ (lines 27, 28) is abominable 
nonsense. A soldier never talks that way. : 

Page 25. Lines 1 to 14 is wretched stuff. In fact, the entire cere- 
monial from line 1, page 25, to line 2 of page 27, should be rewritten 
by an expert ritualist. E 3 

! _ Lines 3 to 8 should be corrected. That formation is all 
wrong. ‘Then the Address of the 8. M, is s e 7 that of 
the M. of T. is equally so. Release a 
he whole page should be rewritten. Leave out the ‘No- 
rece * Rulers’ is the word. ; 
Response of Z. is not as el 


—‘ Good-night? is bosh. B ever as it can be made. a 
hperies stter use ‘Prince’ before Chan. 
and M. of PP. Take twist out of line a er use ‘Prince’ before 
Ree B41. Tsu ¢ 2 i 29. 
ice oe ae hae pe ee S. M. is vile; should be rewritten. 
Peand it, Mull of errors. The teaching of lines 25-28, if we under- 


. Vele 2 i i: " 
Weleome’ (lines 10-12) is very clumsy and awkward. 
—Use ‘inform? for ‘warn? ; i 


“Why not ‘receive’ the Eminent Commander ? Should 


‘purge’ before larding.’ 
Page = 


; —The whole page should be rewritten, This awkward Cer 
emonial should not be inflicted upon Commanderies 
Page 40.— Devotions swveecce ms i 
i E evotions SUC ceed, not precede Rehearsal. There 18 ® 
better Ceremonial at the Triangle, 
ere aed - ‘ - 
Page 41.—Open to ‘sectarian’ criticism 
> rr . 4 
Page 42.—'There are nine errors on this page 
— 2 aM aaa : ae 
Page 43.—There should be several minor corrections made.” 


Then follows their report on the Ritual of the Order of 
Malta : 


10 


74 GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASS. AND R. T. 


“The Committee is so impressed with th 
the Ritual of the Order of Malta, that it refrains from making any dle- 
tailed criticism. The Ceremonial in no wise resembles the other Orders 
conferred in our Commanderies. 
‘imported system,’ with few, if any, of the ear-marks of the ‘Ameriean 
system.’ We do not like it, and the reason why we stand ready at all 
times to tell.” 


utter impracticability of 


Tt comes to us in the form of an 


After remarks by Sir Achilles D. Sears the Senior Past 
Grand Commander present, the report was adopted by a 
unanimous and rising vote.” 


Here follows the final, decisive and wiaanimous action— 
resolutions offered by P. G. Commander Gwyne—but we 
doubt the expediency of adopting measures so radical in the 
outset. 


“Resolved 1, That this Grand Commandery, deeply impressed with 
the inferiority of the Rituals adopted by the Grand Encampment at 
St. Louis in 1886, and while recognizing our vows of obedience do not 
hold that they extend so far as to make it our duty to use bad eram- 
mar, promulgate untruthfulness, make vital omissions in necessary 
ceremonies and misquote the holy scriptures, do hereby absolve our 
Subordinates from the use of the Rituals as aforesaid until the mecting 
of the Grand Encampment in 188). F 

Resolved 2, That the members of this Grand Commandery (which 
includes the Commanders of Constituents) be ordered to send forth- 
with to the Grand Recorder, all copies of the printed Rituals of the 
Grand Eneampment in their possession. 

3, That Constituents continue the use of the Rituals in 
he time of the issuance of the Rituals now ordered 
to be returned to the Grand Recorder. 


Unanimously adopted.” 


We are more than ever convinced that there will never he 
perfect harmony between the Grand Encampinent and State 
Grand Commanderies until there is a thorough reyision of 
the Code of Statutes, and the powers of each are clearly de- 
fined. And that that cannot be done by the Grand Eneamp- 
ment, but may be done by a Committee composed of repre- 
sentatives of all the State Grand Commandevies. There is 
want of confidence in the ability—or rather, perhaps, dis- 
position—of the Grand Encampment to deal justly with its 


_n 
oO 


REPORT ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


Constituents. Most of the laws passed are carried through 
by a few, while the great majority are attending to parades, 
drills and feasts. The passage of the Rituals of a// the Or- 


ders may be cited as an example. Probably not one in fifty 

knew what was in them. 

legislation conceivable. 
Sir George C. Connor, the Grand Recorder, who puts him- 


It is the most bungling piece of 


self down as officio Correspondent,’ is the author of a 
splendid review of thirty-four Grand Commandery Proceed- 
ings, Massachusetts and Rhode Island kindly included. In 
his notice of our Grand Commandery, he compliments R. i. 
Sir Chapin, and quotes approvingly from his address, partic- 
ularly on the Ritual. After quoting from the report of Sir 
John L. Stevenson, on the Ritual, he s 


“We are constrained to believe that this scholarly Frater has small 
influence with the Chairman of the Grand Eneampment Committee, 
since he did not correct the ‘errors, omissions, and incongruities’ of 
the Ritual betore the Grand Encampment adopted it by a yote of forty- 
six yeas and twenty-six nays at the close of its last session.” 


We might tell some “tales out of school” to confirm that, 
but we forbear, except to mistrust the “o 
never more keenly felt. 

Our law requiring a Commander 
to travel through another St: 
tingle.” 


ne-man-power ” was 


y to obtain a dispensation 

ate in uniform, makes his “nose 

‘There was a tingle in our nose 

Gla and Commander CG. N. Tow i ing 

2 fe hatte? gee wle, of New Hampshire, granting 

permission to Trinity Commandery, of MA GHeSesRIREHA RTE Juris- 
ster, 


diction and visit Newport and Providence, Sept. 13, 14 


: Kas, 
this flummery was not Sir Chapin s- 
° 


while reading the following: 


Soon after we discovered that 
Here is that SJurisdiction’s law on ©T nterstate Courte 


« * uno - i ‘+ < 
No Commander should go into or through another State in uni- 
form, or parade therein, without a Aispensatior fr he Grand Com- 
ander of that State, first obtal sation from the Gra 
mander of that State, first obtained, permitting the same.’ 
Wonder if a Massnehnsetts Templar may aceept a free 
pass from a railroad ? That ‘interstate? confuses us. Load that regu- 
lation into a mortar, Sir'Chapman, fire it into Massachusetts Bay, and 
bid it nose around there for another long-lost relic of monarchial non- 
” = 
sense. 


Gracious! 
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There are advantages and disadvantages in that old law 
which was made when a Masoni¢ public parade of any kind 
was unpopular. But it is otherwise now, and one advan- 
tage is, a dispensation is an advertisement that we are com- 
ing with bands and waving banners, which will insure a 
grand reception from some Commandery in the State 
through which we are to pass ; in fact, it is the cheapest way 
to advertise ourselves and have a good time at the expense 
of our neighbors. Then again it cultivates that noble ¢ 
of hospitality. ‘“ Thus endeth,” etc. 

After quoting Grand Commander Hutchinson’s decision, 
he comments as follows: 


ace 


“That may or may not be true. If a Knight was expelled by his 
lodge, and on an appeal the Grand Lodge overruled the Subordinate, 
and either ordered a new trial, which acquitted him, or ‘restored’ the 
appellant without a new trial, he certainly would be restored to mem- 
bership in his Commandery. If, however, there was no appeal from 
the verdict of the Subordinate, and the Grand Lodge acting on a peti- 
tion, or a mere motion, restored the expelled one to Masonry, he was 
thereby restored neither to Lodge nor Commandery membership. 
The difference is plain. The first act would be a declaration that the 
action of the Subordinate was null and yoid, the Grand Lodge sitting 
as an Appellate Court. The second would be an act of ‘ original juris- 
diction,” and no Grand Lodge can, in that way, foree a member upon 
a Subordinate Lodge.” 


To which we agree, and will only add that the case eame 
ey 
under the “second act,” therefore the decision was correct. 


He adds: 


“We agree with Sir Dadmun that expulsion by a Lodge is Masonie 
death, and only a live Mason can be a member of a Commandery 
igements or circumstances. So long as the Three 


under any a 
Degrees musé precede the Order of the Temple, so long will Masonic 
death deprive Templars of Commandery membership.” 


Here is a little criticism : 


“A Digest is appended to the Proceedings and Correspondence. 
Under ‘ Ritual’ we find : 
“5, That ‘insignia’ i 


substituted for ‘insignium.’ 188). 
“No doubt that explains the following from the new Ritual, page 31 : 
** And will make it the insignia of a new Order.’ 


4 
a 
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CE. 


<< We cordially concede the at learning of Massachusetts Knights, 
and timidly susvest that as ‘it’ (the green sash) is singular, and in- 
signia is plural, we wre bothered.” 


Sir Connor is “ bothered” because he overlooks the fact 
that fasigu/@ is one of the nouns, plural, used either in the 
singular or plural number, many examples of which are 
found in Latin and English. “The compasses (1. pl.) 7s an 
jnstrument made use of,” ete. 

Sir Gamalial B. Wilson R. EB. Grand Commander; Sit 


George C. Conner, Chattanooga, Grand Recorder, and Com- 
ynittee on Correspondence. J. W. D. 


TEXxas, 1887. 

Thirty-fourth Annual Conclave, Sir TU, Lubbock, R. E. 
Grand Commander, presiding. 

The first thing done was a grand reception by the Mayor 
of the city of Marshall, Hon. James H. Carter, the ceremo- 
nies taking place in the M. BE. Chureh, where “ devotional 
services appropriate to the oceasion were held.” At the con- 
clusion of the Mayor's address of welcome, he said: «The 
city is yours, gentlemen. Take posse 


ion and enjoy your- 
selves to the fullest extent ;” and then “handed three bronze 
keys to the Grand Commander,” who responded approptl- 
ately, but did not say what he would unlock. 

Then followed a beautiful religious service in which the 
Templars took part, led by the BE. G, Prelate, he also closing 
the service with a tine address. Mrs. L. T. Noyes, of Hous- 
ton, presented the Grand Commandery 2 magnificent banner, 
the handiwork of the donor. The Grand Commandery Was 
escorted to the Asyliun, and there opened in Ample Form. 

The address « well-written, business document, in which 
he reports continual prosperity throughout the Grand Juris- 
diction. Much of the address is taken up with a deseription 
of the Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment. He 
thinks the Ritual does not differ yery much from that of 
Texas. 

He granted a dispensation for a ney Commandery at 
Belton. 
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He decided that a member who had been expelled by the 
Blue Lodge, and on an appeal to the Grand Lodge, was re- 
stored to all the rights and benefits of Masonry, except as 
to membership in his Lodge, “ was not amember of the Com- 
mandery, nor could he become such except through the usual 
way of petition.” A case and a decision precisely like that 
which occurred in our own Grand Commandery under the 
administration of R. E. Sir Hutchinson. 

Among the deaths recorded is that of Past Grand Com- 
mander Edward W. Taylor, “ one of the pioneers of the Or- 
der in Texas.” 

Membership, 1,098 ; gain, 108; Commanderies, 22. 
ry John C. McCoy briefly reviews the Proceedings of 
thirty-two Grand Commanderies. The report is a good sy- 
nopsis of the transactions. Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
receives due share of attention, but he seldom gives any 
reasons for his opinions, for example, he says: 


“He—R. E. George H. Burnham—made two decisions ; the first he 
decided right ; the second he decided wrong. Neither of the questions 
require more than a reference to the Statutes of Templar law for solu- 
tion.” 

Of course the general reader is not much enlightened 
to what the two decisions allude; and as for the “Statute 
some of them apply, in our interpretation, to Commanderies 
under the immediate government of the Grand Encampment. 
We have not arrived at that state yet, where a/Z government 
of our subordinates, and a// questions of law, axe surrendered 
to a so called “higher power.” Ther vin general 
principles of Masonic law, as well as civil law, that are as 
unalterable as the laws of the Medes and Persians—some- 
times called common law.” 

Sir John O. Johnson, Austin, R. E. Grand Commander ; 
Sir Robert Brewster, Houston, Grand Recorder; Sir R. M. 
Elgin, Houston, Committee on Correspondence. 


1888. 


Thirty-filth Annual Conclave, Sir John O. Johnson, RB. E. 
Grand Commander, presiding. A welcome from the Mayor 
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of the city of El Paseo, Sir Lightbody, and an address by 
the Grand Prelate, 1. Sir J.C. Carpenter, preceded the open- 
ing of the Grand Commandery. 
The address is excellent, fully up to the spirit and teach- 
ings of our magnanimous Order. We hardly dare to quote 
| one paragraph, for fear the “little States” of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island will become depopulated. However, we'll 
risk it: 


| “T speak it in all modesty, and with due deference to the other little 
| States, whom we love, when I claim that we have the largest territory, 
| phe thriftiest furmers, the ablest Inwy rs, the most: self-saerificing und 
| 
| 
| 


eloquent preachers, suece ul merchants, schools, seminaries and col- 
leges, and last. but by no means least, the noblest and most beautiful 
women to be found anywhere on this heaven favored continent, and 
More, our arms are long enough, and our hearts big and warm enough 


to embrace the millions more of the good and true that are coming to 
share with us the blessings of onr glorious land.” 


Blessed with such wnbounded lucuriance, Texas ought to 
afford « splendid Report on Correspondence. The death of 
R. E. John C. McCoy is feelingly anounced 

PLY ei Seg Pe Awe 

Sir € ag Davis, R. EB. Grand Commander ; Sir Robert 

rewster, | S AN R rc Si i q 
Bre st ; ouston, Grand Recorder; Sir R. M. Elgin, Com 
mittee on Correspondence, te Wie Wh 


VERMON'r, 1887. 


Forty-fifth Annual Conclave, Sir Georee A. Wing, R. E- 

a te 4 t=) y 
Grand Commander, presiding. At the roll-call a// Grand 
Hicers responded. 3} F “3 9: in- 
Offic Hes ded Commanderies, 9; members, 902; ™ 
crease, 43. 
The Representative of the Grand Master of the Grand En- 
campment, R. E. Alfred A. Hf 
The Annual Address is a model document, well written 

. . ? 
and deeply imbued with fratemal kindness. Those who had 
“ceased from their laho » militant, are affectionately re- 
membered. He decided that a majority vote is sufticient to 
waive jurisdiction. On Grand Encampment proceedings, he 

says : 


all, received a hearty weleome- 
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“The proceedings of the Grand Encampment show that the session 
was an important one, and that many matters of le tion about which 
much has been written and said were finally settled. Perhaps there 
has been as much said about the delay in promulgating the Ritual of 
the Red Cross and Templar Orders, as any other sin of omission or 
eommission of the Grand Eneampment. Inasmueh, however, as the 
Grand Encampment at its last session adopted and have promule: 
the ritual for these orders, this vexed subject must be regarded as set- 
tled. The committee have performed their duties in such a manner as 
to entitle them to the thanks of all the Templars in the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Encampment, and so far as Vermont is concerned, we have 
very little to unlearn to perfect ourselves in the ritual as now promul- 
gated.” 


Not “settled,” by any means. The new Ritual has already 
become virtually a dead letter im Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, because of its illiteracy ; it is a literary blunder. No 
men of literary taste will work the Rituals as they are print- 
ed. No Templar has ever taken an obligation to wse or teach 
bad grammar. Living under the shadow of Harvard we try 
to have a little respect for the King’s English. The learned 
and intelligent Representatives of the Grand Encampment 
could not have known anything about the bungling construe- 
tion of the langu: of those documents. No matter has 
ever come before that Grand Body of so much importance to 
Templary in the U.S. as the Ritual. The repulsion already 
created by its issue is serious and alarming. The attempt to 
force it, by orders and interdicts, upon the States, will de- 
stroy uniformity and be a disastrous failure. 

We object to his statement, “that the Grand Command- 
eries govern by consent of the Grand Encampment.” The 
State Grand Bodies, when they formed the Grand Eneamp- 
ment, reserved to themselves certain inherent, Constitutional 
rights, with which the general Grand Body has no right to 
interfere without ¢/e/” consent. .1// that the Grand Eneamp- 
ment virtually conceded when it was formed, as any one can 
see by examining the original Constitutions, 

A splendid likeness of Philip C. Tucker, an old Masonie 
veteran, forms the frontispiece, and a beautiful picture of 
Bird’s Mountain Monument the conclusion of the printed 
transactions. 
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Last but not least comes the “ Correspondence.” And here 
we dott our hat to one we have known and respected, by way 
of Correspondence, in another department of Masonry. We 
can tell the reader at the outset, that we see eye to eye, walk 
in sweet fellowship, and hardly get into enough disputations 
on theology or Masonry, to keep the rust off. 

On reading the report we find that Sir Fisher has stolen 
Sir Innes’ thunder, and filled up nearly all of it (not the 
thunder) with quotations. Tt is a good report for all that. 
Massachusetts and Rhode IT; 


and receive due and fraternal 
notice. He thinks a vote to instruct the Committee on Cor- 
respondence “to report in print at the semi-annual Conclave 
in May next,” indicates they were “thoueht to be derelict.” 
Not so. The object was to obtain a menor early for examina- 
tion. 

In i review of Proceedings of Grand Encampment, he 
remarks : : 


; “And finally adopted, an adoption of an adoption, the old Webb 
ritual of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. With cian improvements 
and changes we understand, for we haye not yet seen the copy to be 
promulgated. The proposed ritual sent out Sianike to be called in, for 
there was but little time between its recent anal alot yas us 2 
whole very satisfactory, yet being made up cee a Teceara form by 
those who were not familiar with its floor work Jacked some of those 

points gained in work and exemplification, which we trust the Te 
ed edition has. As for instanee in Massachusetts never in our expe= 
rience were the Sir Knights so tired as to have to be seated now and 


aa at the last scene at the triangle, but stood through the whole 
blme. 


7 + a m Gop : 
Yes; so many “improvements (?) and changes” have bee? 


made in it that we hardly reeoenize the Webb lectures: 

Jhat the first editi TAS RG caine “evi 
Whi z first edition was we do not know, but the “revised 
edition ” astonishes the natives, und is virtually anee Ritual, 
although we can see some old ear-marks i 

We have it— first edition just received. Horse of the 
same color, with a few more blemishes, such as ring-bone, 
spavin and spring-halt; sometimes lame in one leg, then ™ 


all four—a sorry team the two would make. 
1 


82 GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASS. AND R. I. 


Tn his conclusion he relates the pleasure and instruction 
pee 
he had received in reading lectures on the Templars by the 
historian, J. A. Froude, delivered in Edinburgh, and printed 
in the Living Age; and then adds: 


**He deseribes the grand characteristics of the Templars to have 
been pride and bravery, the true pride of character and bravery of 
belief, without wh there can be no real charity and pure hospitality. 
The days of their strife are over, yet never ended the need of these 
qualities to win peace and prosperity in our warfare with the deceits 
and frauds of the world.” 


We, too, have read those lectures, the best vindication of 
the Templars we have ever seen, particularly their last Grand 
Master, James DeMolay. We were so delighted—and being: 
a member of a Commandery that has adopted his name—we 
set ourselves to rhyming and singing our thoughts, as fol- 
lows : 


Sone or tHe DeMonays. 
[Auld Lang-Syne.] 
Bs Once more as Templa 
Assembled at our feast, 
The ‘cup of kindness” we renew 
In union, love and peace. 


's, good and true, 


Chorus. 
Then fill to Knights of other days, 
Whose valor we adore, 
And here’s a cup to DeMolay, 
Beloved forevermore. 


x» 


Tn days of old the Templar Knights, 
With sword and lance in hand, 

Were first and foremost in the fight 
For God and Holy Land. 


3. A noble Sire was DeMolay, 
Grand Master, brave and bold; 
When duty called, without delay, 
He led the Knights of old. 
4. That Brotherhood, so brave and great, 
We'll keep in mem’ry bright, 
Though kingly greed and priestly hate 
Deprived them of their Rite. 
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5. But they are in a better land, 
Led on by DeMolay, 

Chief martyr of that noble band 
Whose Ensen we display. 


Second Chorus. 
Then fill to @@7 who've passed away, 
Whose virtues we adore, 
And here’s a cup to DeMolay, 
Beloved forevermore. 


Sir Delos M. Bacon, R. BE. Grand Commander; Sir War- 
ren G. Reynolds, Burlington, Grand Recorder; Sir Fred- 
erick S. Fisher, St. Johnsbury, Committee on Correspond- 
ence. J. W. D. 


1888. 


Fifty-Sixth Grand Conclave, Sir Delos M. Bacon, R. E. 
Grand Commander, presiding. His address covers twenty- 
five pages, relating mostly to business of local interest. On 
the new Ritual, he says: 


“The Ritual which has heen promulgated by the Grand Encamp- 
ment, and which is in general use in this jurisdiction, is not without 
its errors and omissions, and while we in Vermont haye always been 
taught to believe, and T may be pardoned for saying that we still be- 
lieve, that no purer work exists than our own © Potter work,” yet I am 
led to think that after the Grand Encampment shall have corrected the 
work now extant, and remoye some of its glaring imperfections, it will 
become a ritual whieh will give general if not complete satisfaction. 
earnestly hope that each of our subordinates may use the new ritual 
exclusively, thereby demonstrating their entire fealty to the Grand 
Commandery and to the Grand Encampment.” 


Doubtle some have supposed that Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island would be satisfied with the new Ritual because 
it has the “ Webb lectures” for its foundation. But it must be 
remembered that it is not the skeleton that makes the man ; 
it is the flesh, sinews, arteries and blood that giveth life and 
comeliness. We agree with R. E. Sir Bacon that there are 
“laving inperfections” in the dramatized work—too much 
drama “on all fours.” ‘ 
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Sir Fisher presented an able Report. He fairly shouts 
over a “full-grown correspondence, a Minerva” froin Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, and cries, “All the mutuals stand 
at salute,” and “triple good it is.’ Want of space only pre- 
vents us from responding “deer”-ly. 

Sir Delos M. Bacon, R. E. Grand Commander; Sir W. G. 
Reynolds, Grand Recorder; Sir F. 8. Fisher, Committee on 
Correspondence. 


J.W. D. 
‘Vinetnra, 1887. - 


Sixty-Tifth Annual Conclave, R. E, W. H. H. Lynn, Grand 
Commander, presiding. Commanderies, 16; members, 882; 
decrease, 5. 

The Annual Address isa clear and concise statement of 
the state of the Order in Virginia, and a brief notice of the 
transactions of the Grand Encampment. 

He says: “Our growth has not been rapid, but conserva- 
tively healthy.” Among the decisions made, he responded 
to an inquiry as to whether the Commanderies must use the 
new Ritual, as follows: 


though I regard the Ritnal adopted hy the Grand Eneampment 
at its Twenty-third Triennial Conclave, and promulgated by its order, 
as not nearly so perfect or impre 


ive as the one in general use in this 
Grand Jurisdiction up to April 1st, 1877, yet, by the vow of each Sir 
Knight, and repeated by each Eminent Commander and Right Emi- 
nent Grand Commander, each and all of us are compelled to carry out, 
and see carried out, all the laws. resolutions and edicts of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States of America when they come to our 
knowledge, so long as we remain wnder its authority.” 


This ritual business, on the part of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, isa great stride towards central Ansonurn Power. No 
matter what Virginia or any other Commandery may think 
of it, no matter how utterly disjointed and ungrammatical it 
may be, it must be swallowed whole by the State Bodies, or 
they will be disfranchised. He says, and with much truth, 
“each and all of us are compelled to carry out, and see car- 
ried out, all the laws, resolutions and edicts of the Grand 


Ss 
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Encampment of the United States of America, when they 
come to our knowledge.” Can anything be more sweeping 
than that? Hvery representative of the Constituents should 
turn out, at any cost, and attend the next Triennial, and 
make it the liveliest Conclave that was ever held, and see if 
there is anything left to the States but shell; if not, put some 
meat in tt. 

He indulges a little hope, and Virginia means to test the 
question, as follows: 


“And whereas, 'The Knights Templar of Virginia are with great 
unanimity heartily dissatistied with the change of Ritual, and believe 
that the introduction of the new Ritual will greatly diminish the inter- 
est of Knights Templar in the work among us, who, by the use of 
many yeurs, have beeome devoted to our beautiful old Ritual, and 
while we are submitting loyally to the Orders of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States while in foree; therefore, be it—” 


“Resolved, ‘That our Representatives to the next Grand Encamp- 
ment be instructed to urge the repeal of the law adopting the new 
Ritual of 1886, or to proeure the passage of a law allowing each Grand 
Commandery to authorize its Subordinate Commanderies to use the 
Ritual in use prior to the adoption of the new Ritual of 1886, or he 
Ritual adopted by the Grand Encampment of the United States at its 
Session held in 1886, as may be preferred.” 


He adds: 


“*As there is a difference of opinion on this subject, and as some 
Eminent Commanders may be slow to use this Ritual, from the fact 
that it is claimed that it was adopted when there was a comparatively 
small number present, that but a very short time was previously: ee 
for careful examination, and with the idea that if may be changed hs 
long, it might be well for this Grand Body to take action looking to 
the general use of this Ritual until it is amended or remodeled, which, 
in my opinion, is likely to be done at the next Grand Triennial Con- 
clave. I believe that most of those who voted for it did so only to 
prepare the way for a future generally accepted uniform Ritual, ae 
in the hope and belief the adoption of the one presented by the Con- 
mittee would simply be the beginning of its accomplishment.” 


No, R. E. Sir Lynn; the Chairman of the Committee on 
Rituals says—although he admits it has “defects"—* Aas 
come to stay.” 
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This apology is made for not making a Report on Corre- 
spondence : 


“The Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence con- 
sulted with me in reference to writing the Annual Report, but, owing 
to the state of our finances, I concluded best to defer it for this year, 
regardless of the comments of one or two, whose tenets should be 
brotherly love, &e., but whose practices are harsh criticism and some- 
times bitter invective.” 


Virginia Templars deserve no “harsh criticism” nor “ bit- 
ter invective.” A nobler body of Templars does not exist in 
any State in the Union. 

R. E. James B. Blanks, Grand Commander; R. E. William 
B. Isaacs, Richmond, Grand Recorder and Committee on 
Correspondence. J. W. D. 


Wr 


’ VIRGINIA, 1886, 1887. 


The Twelfth Annual Conclave was held in Weston, May 
12, 1886, V. E. Jere A. Miller, Deputy Grand Commander, 
presiding. Hight Commanderies represented. 

R. E. Grand Commander, Will H. Riggs, had removed 
from the jurisdiction, which made it nec ary for the Dep- 
uty to act as R. E. Commander. He delivered a brief ad- 
dress of local interest. 

R. E. Sir Riggs sent a kind letter to the Commande 'y, 
dated at Omaha, May 4, 1886, and with it a report of his 
official acts. A very interesting report of his visits to the 
various Subordinates is spread upon the records, and shows 
a good degree of prosperity. 

Thirteenth Annual Conclave was held in Charleston, May 
11, 1887, R. E. George Davis, Grand Commander, presiding. 
Seven Commanderies represented. Tn his address, he con- 
gratulates the Sir Knights upon the happy condition of the 
Order throughout the State. 

A list of proceedings received is given, including Mas: 
chusetts and Rhode Island. Our Grand Representative, 
R. E. Hugh Sterling, is reported present. 

Commanderies, 9; members, 365; gain, 25. 


@ 


| 
| 
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A large amount of business of a routine character was dis- 
posed of, and a larger increase reported than in any previous 
year, and that, too, of good material. We gather from the 
records that ow: West Virginia Fraters are a live body of 
Templars. We regret that they do not furnish us a Report 
on Correspondence. The ordinary routine of business 1s 
generally “dull music” for a reporter. We notice they have 
Cominittee on Correspondence, Sir George Davis, Chair- 
Inv. 

R. EH. Alexander Parks, Grand Commander; Sir R. C. 
Dunnington, Fairmount, Grand Recorder. J. W. D- 


Wisconsin, 1887. 
Twenty-ninth Annual Conclave, R. E. Jeremiah Watts, 
Grand Commander, presiding 
Cominanderies, 20; membe 


1,933 ; increase, 57. 

The Annual Address of R. E. Grand Commander is a thor- 
ough business paper, clearly defining his official acts, and 
representing the condition of the Order; the latter being, 8 
hes » “in all parts of the State highly satisfactory.” 

Several decisions are recorded which | agree with Templar 
law and usage. He made a very commendable recommenda- 
tion, as follows: 


“«The Committee on Foreign © 


orrespondence has for yeats Per 
formed the duty as 


gned to him as a labor of Joye. The reports have 
been read with general Satisfaction, and have done much to educate 
our members in regard to law, custom and usage, No one will dispute 
the value of the services rendered by : and 
yet they have been received ye 
compensation, notwithstanding t 
expended by the committee in this service. 

“*T recommend that some amount be annually appropriated as oo 
pensation to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence.” 


this important committee 5 iary 
A 7 act Hl 
ar after year without any eer a 
aw - have bee! 
hat time, labor and money have 


Verily so. But few know how much “time, labor and 
money are expended” by committees on correspondence. 
They must make themselves familiar with every branch of 
Masonic jurisprudence to be thoroughly equipped for the 
work. They must be men of good judgment to know what 
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topics to select for the good of their own Commanderies, 
and what comments to make for the good of the Order. 
They must be gentlemanly, courteous and knightly in their 
treatment of the Fraternity at large, and yet, no sycophants. 
A manly and courteous opponent is infinitely above, and 
decidedly preferable to a fawning and servile flatterer. They 
are Masonic educators, “to educate our members in reeard 
to law, custom and usage,” as the Right Eminent has well 
said. 

We are glad to see that an appropriation was made to 
Wisconsin’s able and well-tried Masonic correspondent. 


The new val had been received and distributed, and he 
thinks “the fact alone that the Templar Order will now be a 
unit will more than compensate for any labor in conforming 
to the new Ritual.” The “labor in conforming” to it we 
know will be considerable if we grapple with its incongrui- 
ties, but how are Templars, concientiously opposed to print- 
ing and distributing the esoteric work of Templary, to “ con- 
form” and satisfy their consciences? And we declare that if 
we had been Grand Master or Grand Recorder of the Grand 
Encampment, we would have refused to order its distribu- 
tion, or participate in it, on the ground that it would be a 
violation of our Masonic O. B., and that no Masonic body 
had the power to absolve us therefrom. We are not captious 
in saying this, but believe every word we have written. When 
the new Ritual gets into the hands of the profane how much 
respect will they have for our professed integrity and fidelity? 

It is a good thing sometimes to speak out in meeting, and 
the Right Eminent has done it, and done it well: 


“ Asis well known to many of my intimate friends, T have often ex- 
pressed my disapprobation of the practice of x 
vidual a second time to ¢ 
of this Grand Body. ‘This 
the iron-clad eustom of pass 


ecting the same in«i- 
y one of the four principal offices in the gift 
to my mind is only less objectionable than 
ug aman or set of men from the lowest to 
the hig grade by regulur steps of a year’s interval each. Both have 
their objections, but in a Body as harmonious as this Grand Command- 
ery no need exists to continue the same individual in office for an ex- 
tended term, no harm can come froma frequent change, and to re-cleet 
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the Grand Commander will only deprive some good Brother of a covet- 
ed honor, and add no additional lustre to the honors you haye already 
conferred.” 


As official positions have usually been managed in Grand 
Bodies, it takes the best part of one’s lifetime to “ pass through 
the chairs.” The one-year term will remedy this in a mea- 
sure, but the “iron-clad custom of passing a set of men from 
the lowest to the highest grade” should also be broken up, 
for it often happens that men get into line that have not the 
first qualification for a presiding officer. Put at the head 
your best men whether they ave in line or out of it. 

A. correspondence of more than usual interest is from the 
pen of Sir W. C. Swain. Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
for 1886, is kindly noticed. A little facetiousness crops out 
in the following: 


“The Committee on By-Laws amended a provision in one set, which 
provided that. ‘officers shall be chosen from the costumed members of 
the Commandery,’ by striking out the word costumed. Are we to 
understand that portions of the members wear no costumes? If such 


an one should appear in one of our Commanderies, we would report: 
him to the police.” 


And he ought to be reported for measurement. 


He gives the table of the Committee on Credentials, and 
then says: 


“Three of the proxies were for permanent members; showing Per 
manent members, 111; Representatives of Commanderies, 7, We 40 
not see that any harm came of the disproportion, but it is the very 
thing from which the Grand Commander of Iowa feared so much dan- 
ger in the Grand Encampment. Very probably each one of the large 
number of Past Eminent Commanders present felt that he was repre- 
senting his own Subordinate Commandery, rather than any oligarchy 
of permanent members.” 


In reply to Sir Caswell, on the issue between the Grand 
Priory of Canada and the Encampments of New Brunswick, 
he expresses our views: 

“We do not think the case of the Grand Chapter of Quebec with 


the Grand Mark Lodge a parallel one, because the two Encampments 
2 
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were confessedly legally chartered before the Great Priory had the 
slightest. pretence of a claim to jurisdiction, while the Grand Mark 
Lodge chartered Bodies within the province of « Grand Chapter already 
exereising jurisdiction. While we think the Great Priory should have 
control of the province of New Brunswick, and it would be a gr: 

act, in the interest of harmony and true Knighthood, and in 1 
tion of the American law of exclusive jurisdiction, for the two 
ecampments to pass under its control, we are not yet ready to approve 
of coercion or non-intercourse.” 


E. Sir Rugg, of our own jurisdiction, having expressed 
a wish that the Grand Encampment might be permanently 
located in Washington, Sir Ranny, of [linois, asks: “ What 
is there to prevent a parade in Washington more than in any 
other city ?” to which Sir Swain responds : 


“There is this to prevent, that neither Washington, nor any other 
city, would stand the drain of two suecessive Triennials, if accompanied 
with the parades and other concomitants of the past twenty years, espe- 
cially if it had no rival to outdo. We, in Wisconsin, tried the experi- 
ment of putting the Grand Commandery on wheels. and trundling it 
about the State. Result: Each Commandery receiving it in turn strove 
to outdo its predecessor and was left with depleted treasury, and as a 
consequence remained in a dormant condition for a long time after. 
We finally permanently located it, and as no one expects to be enter- 
tained, our gatherings are merely for business. And the same result 
would follow permanently locating the Grand Eneampment, whether 
in Washington or elsewhere.” 

Very well answered ; and we think it is the very result R. 
E. Sir Rugg hoped to accomplish in making the proposition. 

Rk. E. N. B. Rundle, Grand Commander; E. J. W. Laflin, 
Milwaukee, Grand Recorder; Sir W. C. Swain, Milwaukee, 
Committee on Correspondence. Ts Wer: 


‘Wyomina, 1888. 


Another Grand Commandery has been added to the family 
of State Grand Bodies. The initiatory steps were taken at 
Cheyenne, Jan. 9, 1888. March 8th, Sir William B. Trufant, 
proxy of the M. E. Grand Master, installed the officers ac- 
cording to the ancient ritual and usages of the Order, and 
the Grand Commandery of Wyoming Territory was duly 
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constituted, and opened in ample form. March 9th, the busi- 
ness was completed. May success and victory attend the 
Grand Commandery of Wyoming Territory. 

Sir Truman B. Hicks, R. E. Grand Commander; Sir John 
K. Jettrey, Grand Recorder. J. W. D. 


ConcLusIon. 


Your Committee have observed with pleasure the many 
kindly things said of their report of 1887, all of which are 
duly appreciated ; and if we have any regrets, it is that so 
much worthy of notice has had to be left without comment. 
As it is, we submit our work in the bonds of Knighthood. 


ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
HENRY W. RUGG, 
JOHN W. DADMUN, 


Committee on Correspondence. 


Mass. anp R. I., Oct., 188s. 


Sir Epwarp L. Freeman, Central Falls, R. L., R. 
Sir JAmEs Sworps, Boston, Mass., AE 
Sir Joun P. Sansporn, Newport, RP. L., E. 
Sir Roperr H. Cuampernary, Worcester, Mass., B. 
Sir Rey. Joun W. Dapmun, Boston, Mass., 108 
Sir W. H. H. Soune, South Boston, Mass., E, 
Sir Horace E. Boxynron, Charlestown, Mass., T. 
Sir JAmms H. Urwam, Dorchester, Mass., E. 
Sir Aurrep F. CHapman, Boston, Mass., E 
Sir Naruan S. Korann, Haverhill, Mass., EB 
Sir Cranes C. Fry, Lynn, Mass., E 
Sir Auyorp O. Mines, Providence, R. I, . 15} 
Sir Eveunr H. Ricwarps, Boston, Mass., . E 


a0; 
R. 
E 


Leiss: 


GRAND OFFICERS. 


. Sir Winntam R. Wauger, Pawtucket, R. L., ) 
. Sir Epwiy Wrieut, Boston, Mass., | 
. Sir Samurn B. Spooner, Springfield, Mass., | 
, Sir HuGenE SrEevens, Providence, R. L., 
. Sir Anrrep EF, CHapman, Boston, Mass., 
. E. Sir Henry W. Ruae, Providence, R. L, 


. Sir Joun W. Dapmun, Boston, Mass., 
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E. Grand Commander. 

E. Deputy Grand Commander, 
Grand Generalissimo. 

Grand Captain-General. 


Grand Prelate. 


. Grand Senior Warden. 
. Grand Junior Warden. 
. Grand Treasurer. 

. Grand Recorder. 

. Grand Standard Bearer. 
- Grand Sword Bearer. 

. Grand Warder, 


. Grand Captain of Guards. 


Grand Lecturers. 


Grand Sentinel. 


Committee on 


i 3 
| Foreign Correspondence, 


